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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

LORD      M  A  Y  N  A  R  D. 


MY  LORD, 

PRESUMING  on  your  Lordfliip's 
-*-  Candour,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
be  fo  favourable  as  to  excufe  the  free- 
dom I  take  in  prefixing  your  name  to 
thefe  Affemblies.  I  fhould  not  have 
done  this,  was  I  not  fatisfied,  that  be- 
ing honoured  by  fo  worthy  a  name, 
they  would  meet  with  a  more  eafy 
and  gracious  reception  from  the  pub- 
lic. It  may  poffibly  be  thought  im- 
pertinent, fhould  I  attempt  to  fay  any 
thing  in  regard  to  your  Lordfhip's  very 
amiable,  religious  character,  which  is 
fb  well  eftablifhed,  and  fo  generally 
known  to  the  world.  How  happy 
would  it  be  for  us,  did  all  Gentlemen, 
thofe  efpecially  of  Your  Quality,  take 
pleafure  in  imitating  fo  diftinguiftied 
3n  example. 
» 

THERE 


DEDICATION. 

THERE  are  many  ferious,  good 
thoughts  of  our  Mahometan,  in  the 
cnfuing  Trafls ;  fuch  as  deferve  no 
little  admiration ;  and  fuch,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  every  well-difpofed  Chriftian 
will  approve  of,  and  think  it  no  dif- 
honour  to  copy  after  for  his  own  pri- 
vate ufe  and  advantage. 


I  am,   my  LORD, 

Your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 


LEONARD  CHAPPELOW. 
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TH  E  Six  Ajjemblles  here  offered  to  the  Pub- 
lic, are  part  of  thofe  fifty  which  were  writ- 
ten in   Arabic  by  Hariri  of  Barfa,  a  city  in 
the  kingdom  of  Babylon.     His  name  at  large  is 
by  the  Arabians  thus  diftinguimed,  Abu  Moham- 
med Alkafim  Ebn  All  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Oth- 
man  Al-Bafri  Al-Hariri:     or,    more    limply, 
Ebno- 1  Hariri:  T/iefon  of  a  filk-merchant .     The 
time  of  his  birth  was  in  the  year  of  Hegirah, 
[i.  e.  Mahomet's  flight  from  Mecca  to  Medmali\ 
446:   of  his  death  about  516,  or  A.  D.  1122. 
Ajfemblies  in  Arabic  are  called  makamaton,  viz. 
fejjionsy  or  meetings:,  fuch  particularly  as  were 
appointed  by  learned  men  to  examine  and  dif- 
courfe  on  ufeful  and  edifying  fubjecls.     To  each 
tract  the  Author  afcribes  a  name,  taken  from  a 
remarkable  place  or  city  where  you  are  to  fup- 
pofe  the  difcourfe  was  held.    For  inftance,  that 
which  hath  the  title  of  Sananenjis,  intimates  that 
it  was  the  fubjedl  of  a  friendly  fociety  at  Sanaa 
in  Arabia  Felix.     This  Affembly  [with  feveral 
others]  is  opened  under  the  feigned  name  of 
Harith,  the  fon  of  Hemmam.     The  former  Cg- 
nifying  an  induflrious  man :   the  latter,  one  who 
is  curious  in  obferving  other  peoples  conduct  of 
life.     The  province  affigned  to  this  perfon,  is, 
to  entertain  you  with  the  remarks  he  had  made 
in  the  places  through  which  he  travelled ;  de- 
fcribing  them  in  an  elegant  manner,  and  in  fuch 
language  as  mews  him  to  be  a  mafter  of  thofe 
talents  which  are  the  ornament  of  a  polite  fcho- 
lar.     He  takes  occafion  to  introduce  an  old  man, 
by  name  Abuzeid,  who  prefents  himfelf  to  him 
in  every  city :  a  perfon  of  fo  much  art,  wit,  and 

a  experi- 
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experience,  .as  to  afTume  what  fhape,  or  to  ap- 
pear in  what  pofture  he  pleafed,  agreeable  to  the 
circumlVances  of  time  or  place,  or  the  humours 
of  thofe  he  happened  to  converfe  'with.  The 
meeting  with  one  of  fuch  fuperior  qualities 
proves  to  be  a  very  lucky  incident :  for  from  the 
difcourie  that  patted  he  receives  many  advan- 
tages, especially  thofe  which  are  instrumental  in 
prompting  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  life. 
To  his  tafte  and  humour  the  Author  accommo- 
dates himfelf  in  the  eafieft  manner,  paying  the 
utmoft  deference  to  his  judgement;  efteeming 
him  as  a  rare,  uncommon  example,  Worthy  of 
the  moft  diligent  imitation.  This  conduct  ex- 
hibits to  us  a  fcenc  of  much  thought  and  pru- 
dential contrivance  :  for  with  greater  fecurity  to 
himfelf,  and  with  lefs  odium  from  the  public, 
he  adts  the  part  of  a  general  Cenfor;  he  fatyrizes 
the  vices  of  thofe  men,  which  he  perceived  were 
growing  to  an  high  degree  of  infolence  :  no  me- 
thod, in  his  opinion,  being  fo  proper  as  that 
which  lie  purfues,  to  bring  about  a  general  re- 
formation, and  which  is  the  great  point  he  feems 
to  aim  at. 

The  character  which  Ebn  Chalican,  an  Ara- 
bian, [who  died  A.  D.  1281]  in  his  hiftory  of 
Famous  Men,  draws  of  Hariri,  is  very  fingular 
and   excellent.      He  defcribes  him  as  the  moft 
learned  man  of  the  age-,  peculiarly  happy  in  the 
com fcjit  ion  of  his  dl-makamah  ;  'written  with  fo 
much  Jpnit  and  elegancy,   that  there  you  read  the 
language  of  the  Arabians  in  it's  highejl  perfection ; 
.iimcd  li-hh  their  particular  forms  of 
txpreffion,  their  /v  -  ,•;/•<-,  and  the  mojl  intimate 
'  contained  in  the  Arab  tongue.     The  natural 
and  valuable  endowments  which  he  waspoflefTed 
the   extraordinary  gift  of  Providence, 
ere,  loine  compeniation  for  the 
hi>  rtaturc,  and  the  deformity  of  his 
c-uuntcn.ncc  :  both  which  were  fo  remarkable, 
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that  he  was  an  object  of  contempt  to  thofe  who 
were  ignorant  of  his  virtuous  accomplimments. 
An  inftance  of  this  we  have  from  the  account  of 
a  certain  ftr  anger,  who  being  informed  of  his 
great  abilities,  determined  to  pay  him  a  vifit, 
with  a  view  of  receiving  from  him  fome  ufeful 
and  edifying  inftrudtions.  But  as  foon  as  he  came 
and  cafl  his  eye  upon  him,  his  warm  expectations 
grew  cool,  and  all  his  hopes  were  immediately 
rruftrated :  for  the  very  fight  of  that  mean,  un- 
common figure,  in  which  he  appeared,  altered 
his  opinion,  and  gave  him  fucn  a  diftafte,  that 
far  from  the  thoughts  of  any  improvement,  his 
refentment  was  fo  quick  as  to  deipife  him  to  the 
loweft  degree.  But  yet  to  indulge  his  curiofity, 
as  if  nothing  that  he  could  deliver  would  be  of 
any  moment,  he  defired  him  to  dictate  what 
would  be  worth  his  attention.  To  which  Hariri 
confented,  and  made  this  reply  in  verfe : 

Thou  rt  not  the  firfl  night -wand'rer, 

Deceivd  by  treaclirous  moon-light  : 

Nor  the  firfl  flared  Purveyor, 

Pleas  d  with  thejpaciousfurface 

Of  dunghill's  outward  verdure* 

The  greedy  eye  attracting: 

When  all  within  is  naufeous. 

In  choofmg  a  companion, 

Thy  choice,  I  find,  directs  thee 

To  one  of  different  afpeft ; 

For  I  am  like  old  Moa'id, 

JDeform'd  in  evry  member. 

Hear  then  what  I  fliall  diftate-, 

But  let  thine  eye  not  fee  me-y 

For  prejudice  will  fruftr ate 

The  wijeft,  befl  inflru5iwns. 

At  this  unexpected  anfvver  the  flranger  retired  in 
much  confulion. 

In  the  verfes  above  Hariri  alludes  to  what  was 
commonly  mentioned  as  a  proverb,  viz.  You  may 
hear  Moa'id,  but  not  look  on  him;  intimating,  that 
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a  great  and  noble  foul  may  be  lodged  in  a  little, 
ddbrmed  body.  For  it  is  reported  of  him,  when 
he  had  met  with  fome  contemptuous  treatment 
from  Xwman  king  of  the  Hirenfis,  becaufe  he 
i  dwarf  in  itature ;  with  great  fedatenefs 
and  coolnefs  of  temper  he  made  this  wife  reply : 
The  real  cflimatc  of  man  conjifts  in  twofmdll  things 
belonging  to  him*  The  heart  and  the  tongue. 

The  inductions  which  are  dictated  in  the  fol- 
lowing piece,  6cc.  and  the  rules  laid  down  for  the 
good  conduct  of  life,  are  fhort  and  concife :  and 
indeed  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Tracts, 
they  could  not  be  otherwife.  But  you  will  find 
n  delivered  in  fuch  nervous,  ftrong  terms, 
that  they  cannot  but  ftrike  the  imagination,  and 
a  very  powerful  effect  on  the  mind  of  every 
ferions,  \vell-difpofed  reader.  The  follies  and 
cxceflcs,  in  which  the  unthinking  part  of  man- 
kind indulge  themfelves,  are  expofed  in  a  decent, 
proj  icr.  You  fee  the  genius  of  a  pru- 

>tyriA,  without  that  unbecoming 
language,  \vhiVh  offends  a  tender,  chaft  ear.  The 
beauty  of  any  virtue,  every  body  knows,  appears 
to  greater  advantage,  and  fhines  in  a  brighter 
W  hen  the  deformity  of  the  oppofite  vice 
prefented  to  you  by  way  of  contrail.     This 
.ithod  our  Author  purfues;   and  a  very 
commendable  one  we  nuift  allow  it :  for  by  this 
representation  our  thoughts  are  more  fenfibly  af- 
fected, and  railed  to  the  highefl  admiration  of 
nts  as  fet  off  the  one,  and  fall  to  the 
lowed  opinion  of  that  bafenefs  which  accompa- 
I  or  inftance,  when  he  would 
the  folly  of  that  perfon  who  thinks  himfelf 
vcr>  >ng  as  he  carries  on  his  villain- 

•ul  clcapes  the  view  of  the  world  : 
iding  that  his  deepen;  fccrets  are  dif- 
ty  a  ;   power:-How  affecting  is 

Idrefs  to  fuch  a  felf-deceiver ! 
Otfl  artfully  contrived,  as  thou  imagmcft,  are 
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thy  actions,  that  even  thy  neighbour  is  ignorant  of 
them*  when  at  the  fame  time  thou  art  expofedto  the 
eye  of  thy  great  Obferver.  Ihou  art  very  felicit- 
ous that  thy  fervant  jhould  know  nothing  of  thy 
projects,  when  the  rnqft  private  defign  is  public  to 
thy  Matter.  From  hence  we  learn  that  human 
nature,  though  fadly  corrupted,  give  it  but  time 
and  leifure  to  confider  and  look  into  itfelf,  fbon 
difcovers  it's  own  weaknefs  and  imperfections, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  other  men's  :  and  that  when 
once  it  begins  to  be  truly  ferious,  it  muft  be  the 
fame,  in  many  refpedts,  in  all  people  of  what 
country  or  profeffion  foever.  A  farther  and  more 
.advantageous  inft  wftion  occurs  to  us,  that  there 
is  a  principle  implanted  in  us,  fo  excellent  in  it's 
kind,  and  fo  worthy  of  our  Creator's  divine 
power,  that  fome  pains  muft  be  taken,  violent 
meafures  ufed,  before  we  can  totally  efface  that 
beauteous  image,  which  notwithftanding  the 
ftrongeft  oppofition,  is  ever  ready  to  reprefent 
itfelf  to  us.  By  a  juft  and  unprejudiced  way  of 
thinking  we  mall  be  able  to  difcover  that  our 
rational  endowments  are  not  given  us  with  a  li- 
berty to  abufe  them  by  exceiTes  of  any  kind : 
and  that  doing  injury  to  thefe,  is  doing  injury  to 
human  nature,  as  well  as  our  gracious  Benefac- 
tor. Such  without  queftion  were  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Author  of  the  Affemblies:  whofe 
cool,  virtuous  thoughts  directed  him  to  expofe, 
and  if  poilible,  to  correct,  the  common  and 
popular  errors,  which  occafion  fo  much  difturb- 
ance  and  confufion  in  the  world.  That  his  hopes 
and  expectations  of  happinefs  did  not  center  here, 
is  evident  from  the  queftion  he  puts  to  the  un- 
thinking Senfualift,  viz.  Is  thy  grave  to  be  the 
dormitory,  where  thou  art  only  to  lie  down,  and 
take  thy  noon-day  repofe?  What  anfwer  wilt  thou 
make  when  called  to  a  ftritt  examination?  At  thy 
departure  hence,  when  thou  JJialt  return  to  God, 
and  appear  at  the  bar  of  hisjuftice*  Who  fliall  be 

an 


vi  PREFACE. 

an  advocate  to  plead  for  thee?  Here  let  me  afk, 

;  not  &i%  Mahometan  rife  up  in  judgement  a- 

:\  thole  felt-opinionated  reafoners,  who  would 

you  believe,  they  want  no  farther  inftruc- 

hut  what  their  own  faculties  fuggeft  -,  and 

without  any  advocate  they  are  able  to  plead 

their  own  caufe  even  before  God  himfelf,     Our 

Author,  by  the  religion  he  profeffed,  as  the^f/- 

coran  taugnt  him,  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift,  fo 

he  was  a  great  Prophet  fent  by  God  :  and 

no  doubt  but  the  prejudice  of  education  hindered 

him  from  carrying  his  belief  higher.     Had  he 

been  blefled   with  the    fame  opportunities  of 

knowing  the  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  which 

our  modern  unbelievers  are  favoured  with ;  I  am 

perfuaded  he  would  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf 

as  a  faithful  and  fincere  convert ;  that  he  would 

lived  and  died  a  Chriftian  in  the  befl  and 

trued  fenfe.    The  moral  precepts  which  he  gives 

in  the  following  Tradls  are  delivered  with  fuch 

confutation  and  judgement,  fuch  ferioufnefs  and 

,  that  every  reader  muft  furely  be  convinced, 

his  attention  was  not  to  amufe  only,  but  to  teach 

the  ignorant,  to  reform  the  vicious,  and  to  eftab- 

lifh  thofe  principles,  which,  if  improved  as  they 

ought  to  be,  might  be  greatly  inftrumental  in 

toting  both  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs 

of  mankind. 

I  mult  not  conclude  this  Preface  without  ac- 

ider  that  this  Affembly,  entitled 

Sana  ,\s  firft  tranflated  and  publiihed  bythe 

lean-  f  with  the  Arabic  and  Latin  veriion, 

with  only  a  few  notes,  at  Leyden,  in  4to, 

1656;  but  re-miblifhed  with  much  larger  notes, 

I  Mafter  of  Arabic,  Albert  Schultens, 

><mc<jucr,  4to,  1731.     To  which  he  added 

nluing  the  fame  method  that  he 

I         in  the  firft,  of  explaining  difficult  paiTages 

from  the  Scholiaft,  &c. 
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[y  attempt  to  tranflate  thofe  which  are  pub- 
lifhed,  will,  I  hope,  in  fome  meafure  be  not 
only  acceptable,  but  inflrudlive  to  an  Englifh 
reader;  for  he  will  foon  be  convinced  that  not- 
withftanding  our  Author  was  a  Mahometan,  yet 
he  had  thoroughly  ftudied  the  prevailing  force 
of  human  paflions ;  and  that  he  was  mafter  of 
very  rich  talents,  fufficient  to  expofe  the  follies 
and  vices,  to  which  mankind  in  general,  of  all 
>rofeffions  whatfoever,  are  by  nature  too  much 
inclined. 

The  Arabians  are  remarkably  diftinguifhed 
for  many  wife  and  fententious  expreflions :  I 
have  therefore  feledted  fome  of  their  proverbs 
which  I  find  interfperfed  in  the  Afembhes  ;  and 
have  occafionally  explained  feveral  Texts  of 
Holy  %ripture. 


TESTI- 


TESTIMONIA   DE   HARIR^O. 


MA  R  1  R#  U  S  H  I Z  J  R  IE,  id  eft,  Refugii 
Muhammcdici,  anno  446  natus,  516  denatus, 
eo  I'ixit  <t*vo,  quod  politiorlbus  inter  Arabas  literis  pluri- 
mum  floreret.  Eamque  in  bifce  ipfe  promentit  laudemy 
ut  earitndem  in  Afia  &  Africa  ftttdiofit  in  pr<efentem  ex- 
Mr  diem  commodior  vix  alias  babeatur  Author,  a  quo 
proprittatcm  Hnguir,  ftmulque  copiam  ac  elegantiam  addif- 
fant.  Golii  Prsef.  ad  ConfeJJum  primum. 


Scriptor  ille  fcmptr  nevus,  femper  recens,  ea  polluit 
vena,  qu<e  ufque  et  ufque  inter  manandum  crefcat,  feque 
ipfa  ditior  jugiter,  uberiorque  evadat.  Nihil  propterea 
Ifgiflt*  nibil  intelligere  inter  eruditiores  Arabes  cenfetur, 
qui  f  laririum  non  contriver  it,  ac  velut  in  fuccum  & 
fanguinem  converterit.  Schultens  Praef.  ad  Confejfum 
quartum. 


I  I.iriri  compofa  tin  ouvrage  fous  le  titre  de  Mecamat 
ufl  eft  eftime  un  chef  d*  ccuvre  dy  eloquence  Arabique. 
It  contient  cinquante  difcours,  on  efpeces  de  declamations 
fltr  differ  ens  fujets  de  morale,  &  cbaque  de  ces  difcours 
porte  It  nom  du  lieu  ou  il  a  etc  recite,  Herbelot  Biblio- 
thcque  Oriental,  invoce  Hariri. 


§  I  X 


SIX     ASSEMBLIES, 

OR, 

INGENIOUS    CONVERSATIONS. 
ASSEMBLY    I. 

ENTITLED 

S   A  N   A  N  E  N  S  I   S. 

HARITH  the  fon  of  Hemmam  hath  tranfmitted 
to  us  the  following  Affembly.—  Having  mounted 
my  travelling  camel  and  the  courfe  I  purfued  carried 
me  a  great  diftancc  from  my  native  friends;  I  was  re- 
duced to  a  neceflitous  condition.  The  vicij/itudes  of 
fortune,  like  the  boifterous  waves  of  the  fea,  when 
they  diftrtrfs  the  Ihipwrecked  mariner,  with  the  fame 
fwiftnefs  as  an  arrow  difcharged  from  a  bow,  prefT- 
ed  upon  me  with  fuch  an  impetuous  force;  clouded 
me  with  fo  much  error  and  confufion,  that  they  Soft- 
ened my  pajjage  'as  far  as  Sanaa  in  Arabia  Felix. 
When  I  entered  the  city,  my  pockets  were  exhaufted-* 
my  poverty  very  remarkable  •,  not  having  fo  much  as 
one  day's  fuftenance  left,  nor  a  fmgle  morfel  in  my 
bag.  In  fliort,  my  bowels,  for  want  of  refrelhment, 
were  fo  contracted,  that  I  was  like  an  old  manfion- 
houfe  without  any  furniture;  ready  to  fall  by  every 
blait  of  wind.  You  might  compare  me  to  a  decayed 
leathern  quiver,  or  a  fhepherd's  fhrivelled  pouch j 
which  being  empty  of  provifions,  he  makes  and  ex- 
pofes  to  the  open  air.  This  demand  of  an  immedi- 
ate fupply  obliged  me,  like  an  impotent,  wild  flroller, 
to  pafs  through  every  part  of  the  city.  In  my  circuit 
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from  one  ftreet  to  another,  I  moved  as  a  bird,  which 
flics  fwiftly  round  the  furface  of  water,  with  a  de- 
fire  to  drink,  but  yet  afraid  to  attempt  it.  My  foot- 
ftcp<  C  leveral  avenues  where  1  directed  my 

courfc,  rdembled  thofe  of  an  herd  of  cattle-,  when  to 
, ungcr,  or  to  quench  their  third,  they 
•orward  to  the  paflure,  or  place  of  water- 
ing, ntcrtained  tbemfehe s  without  any  re- 
fhaint,  like  darts  piercing  through  every  part  of  my 

r:on.  My  intention  was  to  find  out  a  perfon  of  fo 
much  honour  and  generoiity,  that  I  might  commu- 
nicate to  him  with  the  utmoft  freedom  the  circum- 

cs  of  my  diftrels ;  —  or,  if  I  failed  in  that  point, 
a  man  of  letters  •,  whofe  agreeable  countenance  might 
difTipate  my  anxiety,  which  was  fo  grievous,  that  it 
hindered  me  almoft  from  taking  my  breath :  and 
whofe  elegant  converfation  might  afford  me  fome 
pleafing  rcfrefhment.  During  this  contemplation,  I 
found  I  was  advanced  even  to  the  extremity  of  my 

.it-,  the  ieveral  inquiries  I  made,  int  he  tendered 
manner  I  was  able,  proving  fo  aufpicious,  as  to  con- 
duct me  to  a  numerous  afiembly  of  men,  crowding 
one  upon  another,  and  raifmg  their  voices  in  much 
weeping  and  lamentation.  Having  forced  my  way 
through  this  multitude,  (with  the  fame  difficulty  as 
if  I  was  entering  into  the  center  of  a  thick  wood,)  to 
know  the  caufe  that  drew  fo  many  tears  from  their 
eyes;  in  the  midlr  of  the  circle  I  efpied  a  perfon  of  a 
lean,  meagre  viiage,  furnifhed  with  all  the  apparatus 
lor  a  religious  itinerant.  The  words  thaE 

,-oke  were  uttered  in  the  fame  complaining  accent 
that  you  hear  at  a  funeral;  in  ibme  meaiure  refem- 
'  ;nkling  found  of  a  bow,  as  foon 
as  the  arrow  is  dill'hargeil.  The  fentences  he  pro- 
nounced were  delivered  in  rhymes,  and  with  fuch  ex- 
Guifite  fweetnefs  of  language,  that  one  might  call 
them  rtynes  fet  iiitb  jewels  of  eloquence.  And  the 

>ofs  he  cxprrfled,  fo  full  of  facyr  and  threatning 
icverity,  that  they  affecled  the  ears  of  his  audience  to 
A  great  degree.  The  croud  that  flood  round  him 

confided 
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confided  of  various  ranks  and  orders  of  people ;  fo 
clofely  united,  that  you  might  compare  them  to  an 
halo,  or  circle  about  the  moon  ;  or,  to  the  flowers  of 
palms,  or  fruits  of  dates  •,  which  like  foetus's  for  a 
while  lie  concealed  in  the  grand  repofitory  of  nature.  It 
was  with  no  little  pains  1  advanced  nearer  him,  that  I 
might  be  edified  from  his  falutary  inftruftions^  and 

llec"l  fome  of  his  driking  obfervations.  I  then  heard 
is  voice  didinctly,  when  he  had  raifed  it  to  the  high- 
d  pitch ;  fpeaking  with  the  fame  degree  of  volubility 

d  eagernefs,    as  when  the  fwift  courfer  runs,  and 

ntends  for  the  prize  in  the  Circus.  The  words  that 
he  uttered  were  feemingly  an  extempore  oration ; 
flowing  from  him  with  fuch  eafe  as  to  require  no 
premeditated  thought  -5  but  in  fo  loud  and  clamour- 
ous a  tone,  as  one  hears  from  a  camel,  when  bit 
with  the  dinging  Breez. 

To  his  audience  he  thus  addrefled  himfelf: — O 
thou,  of  what  ftation  or  rank  foever,  who  without 
the  lead  redraint  indulged  thyfelf  in  thofe  paffions 
which  the  petulant  infolence  of  youth  is  ever  ready  to 
fugged ;  and  by  a  clofe  attention  to  the  importunate 
excefles  of  ludful  pleafures,  art  as  much  difordered  in 
mind  with  the  fplendor  of  thy  happinefs,  as  one,  who 
by  keeping  his  eyes  for  a  long  time  fixed  on  the 
brightnefs  of  the  fun,  is  affected  with  dizzinefs,  and 
deprived  even  of  fight.  Thou,  I  fay,  who  fuffereft 
thy  thoughts  to  be  tranfported  with  vain  and  falfe  ima- 
ginations: who  like  a  dubborn,  refractory  horfe,  that 
makes  his  rider,  not  yielding  to  the  check  of  his  rein, 
rumeft  headlong  into  thy  follies ;  deviating  from  what  is 
right,  with  a  drong  propenfity  to  thy  ludicrous,  crimi- 
nal converfation:  How  long  wilt  thou  feduce  thyfelf 
by  condantly  perfiding  in  error,  and  indulge  thy 
vicious  tade  by  tranfgrefling  the  rules  of  truth  and 
jultice?  How  long  wilt  thou  labour  to  rife  to  the 
utmod  height  of  pride  and  vain  glory ;  and  not  ceafe 
to  engage  in  fuch  wanton,  effeminate  pleafures,  as 
divert  the  mind  from  whatever  is  of  any  ferious 
moment  ?  by  this  obdinacy  of  temper  thou  art  con- 
A  2  lending 


4  SEMBLIES,  OR, 

tending  with  one  who  is  thy  fuperior,  and  hath  ar* 
abfolute  command  over  thee.  Thy  diflionourable 
conduct  make  >  audacious  as  to  live  in  oppofi- 

tion  to  him,  from  whom  no  fecret  is  concealed.  So 
artfully  contrived,  as  thou  imagined,  are  thy  actions, 
that  even  thy  neighbour  is  ignorant  of  them:  when 
at  the  fair-  time  thou  art  expofed  to  the  eye  of  thy 
great  Obit;  ver.  Thou  art  very  felicitous  that  thy  fer- 

ihould  know  nothing  of  thy  projects,  when  the 
molt  private  defign  is  public  to  thy  Mafter.  What  ? 
art  thou  fo  weak  as  to  fuppofe  the  moft  profperous 
condition  will  be  of  any  advantage,  when  the  time  is 
drawing  near  for  thy  departure  out  of  this  world? 
will  the  richeft  treafures  be  able  to  deliver  thee,  when 
thy  own  works  ha\e  occafioned  thy  deftruftion?  Or, 
ranee  make  fo  full  a  fatisfa&ion,  as  to  an- 

all  thole  queftions  that  will  be  demanded  of  thee, 
concerning  the  numerous  errors  thou  haft  been  guilty 
of?  is  it  thy  opinion  that  they  who  have  been  thy 
companions,  though  never  fo  many,  and  their  affecti- 
ons  never  lo  ftrong,  can  be  of  any  iervice  to  thee  at  the 
day  of  Judgement  ?  Let  me  advile  thee  to  refiify  thy 
progrds,  and  without  delay  to  think  of  fome  reme- 
dies that  may  remove  thy  diftemper,  and  check  the 
impetuous  courfe  of  thy  tranfgreflions.  This  may  be 
done  by  laying  a  rcftraint  on  the  foul,  and  confining 
it's  extravagant  motions  within  juft  and  proper  li- 
mits; becaiile  it  is  the  moft  powerful  enemy  thou 
haft  to  engage  with.  When  death  gives  the  fatal 
ftroke,  is  thy  laft  period  then  determined?  what  pre- 
paration haft  thou  made  for  that  folemn  time?  thy 
grey  hairs  are  monitors  fufficient  to  poflefs  thee 
with  an  awful  terror.  And  what  excufes  wilt  thou 
form  in  vindication  of  thyfelf  ?  is  thy  grave  to  be  the 
dormitory,  where  thou  art  only  to'  lie  down,  and  take 

i«KMi-day  irpolcr  what  a'nfwer  wilt  thou  make, 

when  called  to  a  ftrid  examination?  at  thy  departure 

hence,  when  thou  (halt  return  to  God,  and  appear  at 

:.ce-,  who  fhall  be  an  advocate  to 

plead  for  •  i.aft  lived  long  enough  to  awake 

out 
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out  of  fleep.  But  inflead  of  vigilance,  thy  time  hath 
been  confumed  in  a  voluntary  (lumber.  The  bed  ad- 
vice to  reform  thee  hath  not  been  wanting ;  but  this 
thou  haft  obflinately  refifled.  Examples  of  the  moft 
engaging  nature  have  been  propofed  for  thy  imitation: 
but  fuch  a  degree  of  blindnefs  haft  thou  indulged,  as 
not  in  the  leaft  to  be  affected  by  them.  Truth  and 
righteoufnefs  have  appeared  to  thee  in  their  fimple, 
naked  drefs :  but  to  oppofe  and  difpute  againft  them, 
thou  haft  exerted  the  utmoft  of  thy  power.  Death 
hath  given  thee  frequent  calls  to  recollect  thy  actions: 
but  to  fo  little  purpofe,  that  thou  art  defirous  of  hav- 
ing no  remembrance  of  them.  To  communicate  to 
the  relief  of  other  men's  indigent  circnmftances,  thou 
haft  been  favoured  with  all  the  opportunities  imagi- 
nable: but  thefe  thou  haft  greatly  neglected.  Thy 
love  of  money  hath  been  fo  ftrong  and  prevailing, 
that  to  the  beft  and  wifeft  inftructions,  both  of  the 
Coran,  and  the  traditions  of  our  anceftors,  concern- 
ing religion  and  fubjects  truly  divine,  (which  mould 
be  valued  as  the  higheft  treafure:)  thou  haft  given 
the  preference  of  heaping  up  abundance  of  riches. 
And  to  gratify  thy  pride,  thou  hadft  rather  diftin- 
guifh  thyfelf  by  raifmg  a  ftately,  expenfive  building, 
than  by  doing  a  fmgle  act  of  beneficence  and  charity. 
In  thy  travelling  expeditions,  fo  far  from  being  con- 
ducted by  one  who  would  (hew  thee  the  right  way ; 
thou  choofeft  to  take  a  different  courfe,  and  appear  as 
a  ftarved  mendicant,  a  common  beggar  for  an  alms  : 
and  to  be  pointed  at  for  wearing  a  loofe,  flowing 
garment,  rather  than  to  merit  a  reward  by  perform- 
ing fome  bufinefs  of  weight  and  importance.  Thy 
heart  is  fo  immoderately  fixed  on  receiving  large  and 
valuable  prefents,  that  they  influence  thy  affections 
more  than  the  ftated  folemn  times  of 'prayer.  And  traf- 
ficking for  dowries ,  to  be  paid  at  certain  times,  and 
on  certain  conditions  is  more  eligible  with  thee,  than 
the  appointing  any  feafon  for  charitable  diftributions. 
So  great  an  Epicure !  that  thou  haft  a  ftronger  relifh 
for  tafting  variety  of  dimes,  ferved  up  in  different 
A  3  forms 
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forms  and  colours,  than  for  entertaining  thy  felf  with 
devout  and  heavenly  meditations.  Such  a  lover  of 
foolifh  jetting,  that  cuftom  hath  made  it  more  famili- 
ar to  thee  than  even  reading  the  Coran.  Thou  art  rea- 
dy enough  to  command  others  what  is  juft  and  equit- 
able-, but  thy  felf  remarkable  for  violating  things 
facred,  and  doing  that  which  is  ftrictly  forbidden. 
And  whatever  is  of  vitious  infection,  thou  canft  eafily 
clifcourage :  but  doll  not  preferve  thyfelf  pure  and 
free  from  it.  Thy  counfel  to  others,  is,  to  keep  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  injuftice  •,  when  with  the 
ftrongeft  paffion  thou  even  lufteft  after  it.  And  as  to 
men,  thou  art  more  afraid  of  them,  than  thou  art  of 
God  ;  who  mould  be  the  principal  object  of  thy  fear. 
He  then  fpoke  in  verfe  : 

Curfe  on  the  man^  whofe  eager  mind  is  fix* d 

On  prefent  worldly  profpects: 
Mov'd  with  exccffive  pajfionate  defire<> 

His  reafojis  quite  abandoned. 
Did  he  but  know  the  world's  true  eftimate : 

'Tis  fmall,  not  worth  purfuing. 

His  voice i  which  he  had  uttered  in  a  very  high  drain, 
now  ceajed :  and  the  flow  of  tears,  which  he  difcharg- 
ed  in  great  abundance,  being  dried  up  -,  he  gathered 
his  outer-garment  under  his  arm,  and  fixed  his  ftaff 
in  the  travelling  pofition.  But  when  the  crouded 
audience,  whofe  eyes  were  intenfly  ^.m/  on  him,  per- 
ceived that  he  was  changing  his  pofture,  and  making 
a  motion  to  rife  and  remove  from  his  place ;  every  one 
of  them  put  his  hand  into  bis  pocket,  and  made 
him  large  prefents,  addrefiing  him  in  this  manner: 
Whenever  thy  neceffities  make  their  demand  •,  or 
when  thou  art  difpofed  to  fupply  thqfe  of  thy  friends 
and  companions  •,  keep  this  in  referve  to  lay  out  as 
thy  judgement  directs.  Having  received  their  gene- 
rous offerings,  he  looked  upon  them  with  his  eyes 
contracted  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  he  was  afhamed  to 
be  enriched  with  fo  large  a  bounty  :  returning  them 
thanks  in  the  higheft  expreflions  of  gratitude.  Hjs 

defign 
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defign  was  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  them  fo  as  they 
might  not  know  what  courfe  he  intended  to  purfue. 
And  he  gave  a  ftrict  charge  to  thofe  who  would 
have  followed  him,  to  go,  fome  one  way,  fome  ano- 
ther, on  purpofe  to  keep  them  ignorant  where  the 
place  of  habitation  was,  to  which  he  fliould  retire.  But 
Harlth  the  fon  of  Hemmam,  notwithftanding  that  in- 
junction, gives  this  account  of  himfelf:  viz.  Being 
determined  to  know  his  motions,  I  followed  him  at  a 
proper  diftance,  diverting  mine  eyes  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  he  mould  not  fufpect  my  defign.  I  obferved 
every  ftep  he  took,  with  fuch  care,  that  he  could  not 
poflibly  fee  me,  till  at  laft  he  came  to  the  point  he 
was  aiming  at :  and  that  was  a  cave,  into  which  he 
made  a  quick  and  precipitate  entrance.  I  indulged 
him  in  his  own  way  without  interruption,  till  he  had 
put  off  his  fhoes,  and  warned  his  feet.  Then  rufhing 
haftily  upon  him,  I  found  him  fitting  over-gainft  one 
who  was  his  difciple,  entertaining  themfelves  in 
much  fatisfaction,  with  bread  made  of  the  fineft  flour, 
with  a  roafled  kid,  and  a  vefTel  of  wine  before  them. 
• — r-  Oh,  fir,  faid  I,  is  it  here  I  find  you  ?  is  that  the 
place  where  all  your  doctrine  terminates  ?  is  this  to 
be  the  fubject  whenever  your  name  is  mentioned? 
At  this  unexpected  furprife  his  voice  faltered  ;  his  fpi- 
rits  funk-,  he  fighed  and  groaned  in  hollow,  deep 
founds,  and  was  very  near  breaking  out  into  the 
higheft  extreme  of  anger  and  fury.  He  looked  upon 
me  with  fuch  a  fevere  ftern  countenance,  that  I  really 
apprehended  he  would  fhew  his  refentment  by  fome 
very  great  infult.  But  as  foon  as  the  fire,  which  he 
had  kindled  within  him,  was  abated,  and  the  flame, 
ready  to  break  out,  extinguilhed  -,  he  repeated  thefc 
verfes : 

2"'  appear  in  robes  of  richeft  fable, 
With  all  the  ornaments  offplendor^ 
In  hopes  of eafe  and  full  enjoyment, 
Was  once  my  large^  ambitious  profpeff. 

f  accumulate  the  vileft  treafure, 
My  dexfrous  book  was  always  ready. 
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my  net,  find  took  the  refufe, 
As  well  as  ffo  of  choiceft  value. 
My  private  judgement  was  devoted 
¥0  the  fei'erity  of  fortune : 
For  by  my  rejulute  evajions^ 
I  forced  my  way  through  dens  of  lions. 
Not  that  Ifear'd  the  artful  projects 
She  formed  to  flatter  and  deceive  me  : 
Nor  did  I  dread  her  frowns^  or  tremble, 
Whene'er  Jhe  /hook  her  rod  of  vengeance. 

My  foul,  tho*  eagerly  purfuing 
Variety  of  life's  enjoyments^ 
Did  not  divert  me  to  fuch  objefts, 
As  would  have  facrifc'd  mine  honour. 
But  bad  tb*  unerring  fcales  ofjufiice 
Been  poiz'd  impartially  by  fortune ; 
5T0  men  of  vitious  difpofttions. 
Dominion  Jhe' *d  ne'er  entrufted. 

Having  exprefled  himfelf  in  this  elegant  poetry,  he 
invited  me  to  come  near  them  and  partake  of  the  en- 
tertainment :  but.  I  refuted  his  invitation,  neither  did  I 
choofe  to  make  a  longer  ftay.  I  then  with  all  the 
earneflnefs  imaginable,  fignified  both  by  mine  eyes 
and  countenance,  turned  haftily  to  his  difciple,  and 
faid  v  1  conjure  thee  by  the  almighty  God,  (to  whom 
thy  folemn  addrefles  are  made  to  defend  thee  from 
evil)  that  thou  fatisfy  me,  who  this  perfon  is  ?  With- 
out any  hefitation  he  immediately  anfwered  me  •,  This 
is  Abuzeid  of  Serugium,  truly  diftinguifhed  by  the 
titles  of  The  Lamp  of  jlr angers,  and  Crown  of  the  learn- 
ed. After  this  I  retired  to  the  place  from  whence  I 
came,  being  affedled  with  the  highefl  admiration  of 
the  incidents  I  happened  to  meet  with. 
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ASSEMBLY     I. 

ENTITLED 

SANANENSIS. 


PAG.  i.  Mounted.  The  Arabic  language  is  fo  full 
and  exprefftve,  that  the  verb  which  is  ufed  in  this 
place  fignifies,  to  travel  with  a  male  camel  when  ft 
for  the  rider. 

Ib.  Travelling  Camel:  gdribo-l-igterabi^  literally, 
the  back  of  my  Camel,  in  order  for  a  journey.  You 
obferve  here  how  the  two  Arabic  words  in  found 
correfpond  with  each  other.  This  method  is  purfued 
through  the  whole  afifembly.  I  fhall  not  trouble  the 
reader  with  many  inftances  of  this  kind:  *nor  fhall  I 
imitate  the  author  in  my  tranflation.  To  attempt  it, 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  pedantry :  and 
indeed  our  Englifh  tongue  will  not  admit  of  it.  His 
defign  is  fo  far  laudable,  as  by  this  means  one  lees 
how  great  a  genius  he  had  for  the  poetry  of  his  own 
times,  and  how  extenfive  and  copious  is  the  Arabic 
language. 

Ib.  Native  friends :  expreffed  elegantly  in  the  origi- 
nal, viz.  al-atrdbo :  fuch  as  are  defcended  from  the 
fame  tcrdb :  foil  or  earth.  In  reference  to  which  is 
the  Arabic  for  a  neceffitous  condition :  viz.  al-matrabah  : 
becaufe  poverty  makes  a  man  cleave  to  the  earth^ 
or  duft.  From  hence  is  that  form  of  imprecation 
among  the  Arabians :  "  Let  both  thy  hands  be  filed 
with  duft.  i,  e.  May  nothing  good  attend  thee!" 
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Ib.  Vicffitudes  of  fortune,  hajlened  my  paflage,  taw 
wabat  bitahwdyiho-l-zdmani:  Fluftuarunt  me  fuftus 
fortune.  There  is  a  peculiar  beauty  in  the  Arabic. 
For  the  radix  taba  is  applied  not  only  to  floods,  but 
to  the  uncertain  motions  of  an  arrow  when  difcharg- 
cd  :  and  to  any  confufion,  or  error  that  happens  to  us. 
Thefe  fcveral  interpretations  are  hinted  at  in  the 
verfion. 

Ib.  Sanaa,  the  metropolis  of  Arabia  Felix  •,  once  a 
royal  city  built  in  a  very  artificial  manner,  as  the 
word  itielf  denotes,  viz.  To  form  any  thing  with  art 
and  indujiry.  Like  Damafcus  it  was  enriched  with 
variety  of  trees  and  waters. 

Ib.  My  pockets  exhaufted :  chdwiyo*'l-wifddi,  vacuus 
loculos.  chdwa  denotes  an  empty  houfe,  ready  to  fall : 
and  the  belly  contracted  for  want  of  victuals,  wifddow  : 
leathern  quivers :  Jhepherds  bags. 

Ib.  My  poverty  remarkable :  badly  o-l-infadi :  confpi- 
cuus  inopia :  literally,  taken  notice  of  for  my  /baking. 
\s\i\ mating  fuch  poverty,  as  when  a  traveller,  his 
whole  viaticum  being  fpent,  turns  and  Jhakes  his  bag. 

Pag.  2.  Entertained,  &c.  Arab.  I  foraged  through 
the  pfiftures  of  my  vibrations,  i.  e.  as  the  fcholiaft 
writes,  *c  Thofe  places  where  mine  eye  by  con- 
templating fed,  or  entertaining  itfelf  with  the  ut- 
moft  freedom : "  Or,  where  mine  eye  as  I  pafTed, 
took  a  quick  view  like  the  vibrating  motion  of 
lightning.  This  correfponds  with  the  Latin,  vibrant 
intuitus :  niftantia  fulmina  :  niftantes  oculi.  The  Arab. 
Poet,  cited  by  Tebrizius  in  allufion  to  that  liberty 
which  the  eye  indulges  in  making  proper  obfervati- 
ons  •,  particularly  fuch  as  have  regard  to  thofe  who 
are  lovers  of  riches,  and  envy  others  who  are  richer 
than  themfelves;  gives  us  this  elegant  fatyr :  [Notes 
on  Abu,  Temmam's  Hamafa,  or  warlike  fortitude  •,  con- 
fifting  of  a  large  collection  of  poetry,  from  feveral 
poets  both  before  and  after  the  time  of  Mahomet."] 

Feed  but  thine  eyes  with  freedom  round  his  tents  • 
The  only  cbjetts  that  prefent  themfelves, 
Are  wealth  and  envy. 

Ib. 
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Ib.  Excurfion:  Arab.  In  wy  going  and  returning: 
or,  through  the  J "paces  of  my  morning  and  evening  forage. 
To  go  out  in  the  morning,  and  return  in  the  evening,  is 
the  fame  with  the  Arabians  as  regularly  to  dif charge  all 
the  offices  of  life.  They  apply  thofe  words  to  a  farther 
ufe,  in  defcribing  the  refemblance  of  a  fon  to  a  father: 
•viz.  "  He  does  not  forfake  him  either  morning, 
or  evening"  This  phrafe  of  going  and  coming  is  ufed 
in  Hebrew  to  fignify  the  happinefs  that  attends  obedi- 
ence to  divine  commands :  as  Deut.  xxviii.  6, 7.  "  Bleff- 
ed  (halt  thou  be  when  thou  comejl  in,  and  when  thou 
goefl  out"  It  is  likewife  applied  to  the  incapacity  both 
of  old  age  and  youth.  "  I  can  no  more  go  out,  and  come 
in,  faith  Mofes,  ch.  xxxi,  2.  i.e.  I  am  now  entered 
into  the  laft  ftage  of  life,  and  therefore  no  further 
fervice  can  be  expected  from  me."  And  when  it 
pleafed  God  to  give  him  warning  of  his  death,  ch. 
xxvii.  1 6,  17.  he  made  this  requeft,  "  Let  the 
Lord  fet  a  man  over  the  congregation  which  may  go 
out  before  them,  and  which  may  bring  them  in."  On 
the  contrary,  Solomon  i  Kings  \\\.  7.  addrefles  himfelf 
to  God  in  thefe  words;  "  Thou  haft  made  thy  fer- 
vant  king ;  I  am  a  little  child,  I  know  not  how  to  go 
cut,  or  come  in"  i.  e.  My  youth  and  want  of  experi- 
ence are  fuch,  that  I  am  not  capable  of  difcharging 
the  duties  which  are  incumbent  on  fo  high  a  ftation. 

Ib.  Communicate,  &c;  The  Arabic  is  fo  expreflive  as 
to  intimate,  To  whom  I  might  ft ew  the  Jkin  of  my  face, 
•which  by  my  frequent  cujlom  of  petitioning  for  fubjiftence 
had  changed  it's  natural  mode/I  complexion,  like  a  filken 
garment  that  by  long  ufe  is  grown  thread-bare,  and  loft 
all  it's  former  beauty. 

Ib.  Afford,  &c.  Arab.  "Who  from  fome  place  or 
other  might  fetch  me  water  to  quench  my  parching 
third. 

Ib.  Apparatus,  &c.  viz.  A  linen  garment,  a  rofary 
•with  beads,  to  take  the  number  of  prayers,  a  flaff,  a 
cup,  &c. 

A  bow :  mirnanon :  from  rdna,  to  make  a  tinkling 
found.  To  which  the  poet  Ibn  El-Roumi  alludes, 
fpeaking  of  the  mutual  effect  of  love : 

So 
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So  ftrong  the  influence  on  her  lover's  thoughts  / 


loud's  the  anfrous  found  of  his  complaints. 
But  when  offered  with  this  anxious  pain, 
Jn  mutual  compcjfion  Jhe  laments. 
Like  the  ftrong  bow  that  wounds  the  tim'rous  prey; 
In  fympathy  you  hear  ifs  rattling  noife. 

Pag.  3.  Injlrutiions  :  Arab.  That  I  might  requeft 
of  him  a  torch,  or  fire  to  fupply  my  focus-,  or,  kindle 
mine  from  his  fire. 

Ib.  Obfervations.  Arab.  Singular  jewels  ;  or,  parti- 
cles of  gold  ;  fuch  as  in  pearls  are  inlerted  between 
each  (lone,  to  increafe  both  their  beauty  and  value. 

Ib.  Extcmp.  irtegdlon:  Orations  or  verfes  delivered 
extempore;  from  rdgala^  pedibus  adjlilit  :  [flans  pede 

00«] 

Ib.  Loud,  &c.  The  fcholiafl  Telleb  obferves  that 
fnakdsbiko,  ufed  here,  implies  fuch  a  redoubled  bray- 
ing noife  as  a  flallion  camel  makes  when  in  high  fpi- 
rits,  with  the  utmoft  flretch  of  his  lungs  j  and  that 
from  hence  Orators,  by  dilating  and  diftorting  their 
mouths,  are  called  Mafters  of  the  lungs. 

Ib.  Suffer  eji,  &c.  The  original  here  is  exprefied  in 
the  carter  n  fublime  :  viz.  'Thou  who  let  t  eft  the  garments 
cf  thy  pride  hang  loofe  :  alluding  to  the  fooli/h  pride  of 
thole  days  [Arab,  chala:  ftulte  juperbire'}  of  wearing  a 
flowing  train  that  dragged  and  fwept  the  ground  :  a 
faihion  too  much  adopted  by  our  Englifh  ladies. 

Ib.  Tbyftlf,  thy  thoughts,  thy  follies,  thy  ludicrous,&c. 
inftead  of  which,  the  Arabic  is,  himfelf,  his  thoughts, 
his  follies,  his  ludicrous,  &c.  viz.  Thou  who  fufferejl 
himfelf,  &c.  This  tranfition  of  perfon  is  peculiar  to 
the  eaftern  tongues,  and  we  find  it  frequently  in  ho- 
ly fcripture:  as  >£xviii.  4.  He  teareth  himfelfin 
his  anger,  for,  thou  teareft  thyfclf,  &c.  We  meet  with 
fuch  pafiages  in  the  Pfalms  >,  particularly  in  that  re- 
markably divine  compofition  of  the  iO4th.  viz. 
Thou,  O  Lord,  art  very  great  —  art  clothed  —who  co- 
•uerejl  —  who  flretcheft,  but  in  jr.  3,  dec.  Who  layeth  the 
beams  —  who  maketh  the  clouds  —  <wbo  walketb  —  who 

maketb 
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maketb  his  angels  —  wbo  laid  the  foundation,  and  in 
y-.  6,  &c.  Thou  coveredjl  it  — at  thy' rebuke^  &c.  This 
change  is  obfervable  through  the  whole  Pfalm.  From 
which  I  think  we  may  draw  this  conclufion ;  That  the 
way  of  reading,  or  finging,  this  and  other  Pfalms  of 
the  fame  kind,  was  tor  the  greater  folemnity  by 
voices  alternate.  Vid.  Pf.  xviii.  25,  &  145. 

Pag.  4.  Super i or i  &:c.  Arab.  Who  takes  fafl  bold  of 
tbe  forelock,  i.  e.  To  whole  [God's]  power  and  domi- 
nion thou  art  as  fubject,  as  a  Have,  or  a  beaft  is  to  his 
matter,  who  lays  hold  on,  turns  and  directs  them 
which  way  foever  he  pleafes. 

Ib.  Errors^  &c.  Arab.  When  thy  foot  by  Jlumbling  hath 
deceived  tbee.  A  phrafe  that  we  often  read  in  fcrip- 
ture,  relating  to  unfteddy  fmful  conduct.  Pfal.  xxxviii. 
1 6.  When  my  foot  Jlippeth,  they  magnify  themfehes. 
On  the  contrary,  Job  xxiii.  1 1.  My  foot  bath  held  bis 
fteps.  Correfpondent  to  which  is  Mahomet's  petition, 
Alcor.  iii.  147.  Lord,  pardon  our  offences,  andjlrengtb- 
en  our  feet. 

Ib.  Companions:  Arab.  A  fociety,  properly 
fpeaking,  of  ten  men,  fupported  by  unjuft  means, 
and  dividing  the  fpoil,  by  cafting  lots  into  ten  por- 
tions. Thefe  portions  are  named  tffoaron^  and  the 
fociety  itfelf,  mtfjharon. 

Ib.  Day  of  Judgement.  Arab.  When  the  time  or  place 
of  the  affembly  foall  conftrain  thee.  In  the  Ixiv  ch.  of 
the  Alcoran  if.  10.  we  read,  "  God  will  gather  you 
together  at  the  day  of  the  congregation ;  [the  laft 
Judgement]  that  being  the  day  of  mutual  deceit : 
[from  which  the  chapter  takes  it's  title]  fo  called,  fay 
the  Arab.  Commentators,  Gelaleddinus  and  Jahias^ 
becaufe  the  believers  [Mahometans]  mail  then  de- 
fraud the  Infidels  [fuch  as  do  not  believe  in  Mahomef\ 
by  taking  thofe  feats  in  Paradife,  together  with  their 
families,  which  they  would  have  poflelTed,  had  they 
been  of  the  number  of  the  faithful.  Thefe  fhall  have 
their  portion  in  Paradife  i  thofe  in  raging  fire. 

Ib.  To  rettify^  &c.  Or,  as  the  words  intimate,  To 

take 
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take  the  fame  ftens  as  if  thou  wert  going  to  a  facred 
folemnity  at  the  temple  of  Mecca. 

Ib.  Impetuous  courfe:  Blunt  [Jbabattoi]  the  edge  of 
thine  iniquity.  A  remarkable  figure,  as  Scbultens 
writes :  for  the  word  denotes  a  Jbarp-pointed  fpear ; 
and  particularly,  the  fting  of  a  fcorpion.  Not  only 
wicked  and  unrighteous  men,  but  virulent  expreili- 
ons,  or  facts,  are  by  the  Arabians  compared  to  icorpi- 
ons. — When  they  would  defcribe  a  perfon  of  an  in- 
famous character,  they  fay,  His  fcorpions  creep,  i.  e. 
avoid  him  as  much  as  poffible  •,  for  if  you  afTociate 
with  him  he  will  do  you  fome  fecret  mifchief. 

Ib.  Examination  :  Golius  [Lexic.  rad.  nacird}  fup- 
pofes  an  allufion  is  made  to  that  fcrutiny,  when  the 
Manes  of  deceafed  perfons  are  to  be  examined  by  the 
two  angels  Necir  and  Moncir,  who  are  appointed  for 
that  office. 

Pag.  5.  Rejifted:  tekaa/la.  Thou  haft  been  as  ftub- 
born  as  a  camel,  whofe  breaft,  when  provoked,  fwells, 
and  his  back  finks.  Rut  akafo :  gibbofus :  from  the 
fame  root,  is,  in  a  good  fenfe  applied  to  a  mm  grave 
ar.d  ft  eddy  in  bis  purpofes.  ¥0  true  glory  and  honour, 
that  is  not  fubject  to  any  one's  bondage.  Poetically, 
to  a  long  extended  night. 

Ib.  Exerted:  maraita :  ftrinxifti.  Haft  ftraived  fly 
felf.  Scbultens  oblerves  here,  that  inftead  of  [Ifai.  iii. 
8.]  their  tongue  and  their  doings  are  againft  the 
Lord,  le  marotb,  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glory  ;  we 
fhould  take  the  Arab,  interpretation  •,  viz.  ad  oculcs 
ejus  gloriofos  perftringendos •,  to  dazzle  tie  eyes  of  bis  glory. 

Ib.  Times  of  prayer.  Mahomet  [Alcor.\\.  115.]  enjoins 
his  followers,  to  be  conftant  in  their  prayers,  at  the 
extremities  of  tbe  day,  and  in  tbe  former  part  of  tbe 
night,  i.  e.  Morning  and  evening,  and  when  night  ap- 
proaches. But  their  times  of  prayer  are  when  the  day 
breaks:  when  the  fun  rifes:  at  noon:  in  the  afternoon-: 
at  funfet.  Col.  Not. 

Ib.  For  Dowries.  \.  e.  For  purchafing  thofe  fums  of 
money  which  the  husband  engages  to  pay  }iis  intend- 
ed wife  in  cafe  of  a  divorce,  or  at  the  time  of  death, 

Ib, 
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Pag.  6.  Curfe :  ¥dbban.  An  abbreviation  of  "Let  God 
inflict  tdbban,  evil  on  him  !  from  tabba^  to  cut.  Let 
his  hands  tdbbat,  be  cut  off  I  is  an  imprecation  of 
the  fame  kind. 

Ib.  Eager  mind,  &c.  To  aggravate  the  folly  of  too 
much  anxiety,  the  author  exprefTes  himielf  in  the 
Arab,  verfes  above,  in  an  elegant  manner  by  three 
words  taken  from  the  radix  tfdbba :  fignifying,  to 
four  out  like  wafer  •,  to  be  deeply  in  love -,  to  drink  the 
fmall  remnant  of  a  veflel  when  it  is  almoft  exhaufted.- 
As  if  the  man  of  this  world,  in  his  motions  is  as  im- 
petuous, as  water  let  loofe  from  confinement :  his 
affection  for  prefent  enjoyments  ftrong  as  the  mod 
violent  paflion  of  love  :  and  after  all  his  labour  finds 
his  portion  of  happinefs  to  be  very  fmall. 

Ib.  Wordly  profpefts .  Donya:  This  prefent  life,  or 
the  riches  belonging  to  it.  Mahomet's  doctrine  Alcor. 
xxix.  64.  is  very  juft,  viz.  al-haydwto  al-donya,  &c. 
as  to  this  prefent  world,  it  is  a  mere  jefl  and  ridicule  : 
but  the  life  to  come,  that  is  life  indeed.  Ab  Farajius 
faith  of  Abu  Ali  a  liberal  phyfician-,  The  women  ap- 
plied to  him  becaufe  of  donydho :  his  riches.  Hift. 
Dynat.  p.  457. 

Ib.  His  voice,  &c.  ceafed.  Arab.  He  laid  his  dufl. 
i.  e.  as  the  icholiaft  explains  it ;  his  voice  had  been 
fo  loud  that  it  was  like  a  dorm,  which  raifes  thick 
clouds  of  duft  and  fmoke. 

Ib.  Flow  of  tears :  literally,  Flow  of  juice  fqueezed 
cut.  Honey  the  Arabians  fay,  is  juice  fqueezed  from 
bees.  Rain,  juice  from,  the  clouds. 

Ib.  Eyes  fixed.  Arab.  \Vhofe  quick-lighted  eyes 
like  darts  pierced  him. 

Ib.  Making  a  motion  to  rife:  Te-baffbza.  This  word 
is  fo  full  as  to  exprefs,  inftitit  pedum  digitis,  erefld 
fuperiore  corporis  parte,  deprejjd  inferior  e.  Or,  what 
tfae  Latins  fay,  coxim  federe :  fignifying  that  poflure 
in  which  travellers  in  the  Eaft  ufe  to  refrem  them- 
felves ;  viz.  incoxare  fe,  rather  than  difcumbere  vel 
affidere.  Thus  the  Ifraelites  were  enjoined  to  eat  the 
paffover,  Exod.  xii.  i .  with  their  loins  girded,  Ihoes 

on 
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on  their  feet,  ftafts  in  their  hand,  and  be-bbippazony  in 
hafte.  But  though  the  word,  as  Scbultens  writes, 
may  include  bafie ;  yet  it  more  immediately  refers 
to  that  pofture  of  body  above  mentioned.  So  that 
this  confideration  may  determine  the  controverfy, 
whether  the  Ifraelites  in  Egypt  celebrated  the  pail*- 
over,  ftanding,  or  fitting. 

Ib.  Remove  from  bis  place,  literally,  in  the  aftrono- 
mers  language,  decline  from  bis  center :  being  placed 
in  the  middle  of  a  numerous  people. 

.Ib.  His  pocket.  Arab,  ibe  plait,  or  fold  of  his  gar- 
ment. 

Ib.  Large  prefents.  From  the  Arabic  we  under- 
ftand,  their  liberality  was  fuch,  that  it  might  be 
compared  to  water  freely  poured  into  a  bucket,  in 
order  to  fill  it. 

Pag.  7.  Infult.  The  original  alludes  to  an  Arab, 
phrafe  :  viz.  Sucb  an  one  rides  bis  own  bead.  i.  e.  He 
takes  his  own  precipitate  courfe  •,  like  an  unmanaged 
horfe,  that  makes  his  rein  in  contempt  of  the  rider. 
Or,  to  the  impetuous  courfe  of  a  river,  when  the  wa- 
ters fwell  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  break  down  all  the 
banks  that  are  raifed  to  ftop  their  progrefs. 

Ib.  Robes  of  fable.  Arab,  a  fable  fquare  veft^  adorn- 
ed with  a  rich  double  border  or  fringe. 

Ib.  In  bopes,  &c.  Arab,  with  a  defire  to  enjoy  a 
life  of  more  eafe  and  advantage :  or,  more  literally, 
to  grace  my  table  with  dimes  of  a  more  delicate  kind: 
to  entertain  my  felf  with  fuch  repafts  as  are  made  of 
dates  and  butter. 

Ib.  Vileft  treafure.  Arab.  The  very  word  fpecies 
of  dates,  that  have  no  kernel,  and  dry  away  fo  as  not 
to  come  to  maturity.  The  word  too  intimates  an 
bungry  /£/>/,  who  deals  any  thing  he  can  lay  hold  of, 
though  of  never  fo  fmall  avalue.  He  is  fo  ravenous, 
the  fcholiaft  faith,  as  to  delpile  nothing. 

Pag.  8.  /  took  :  crigo.  I  gained  my  point  by  clan- 
<fcftine  windings  and  turnings,  Ar'wagoy  &c.  more 
cunning  than  the  fox,  is  an  Arab,  proverb. 

Ib.  tte  refufe:   al-hanitz  wal-kanitzab :  the  wild 
i  beaft 
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bead  male  and  female.  Proverbially  applied  both  to  fi/h- 
ing  and  hunting.  /.  e.  I  feized  the  prey,  great  or 
little,  good  or  bad.  From  hence,  as  Scbultens  obfervcs, 
is  explained  that  paflage  in  Ifai.  iii.  i.  The  Lord 
doth  take  away  ma/hen  u-majhenah  :  the  ft  ay  and  the 
Jlaff:  literally.,  the  male  and  female  flay.  i.  e.  the  ftrong 
and  weak,  the  great  and  fmall. 

Ib.  Tremble.  Arab.  Nor  did  my  (houkler- blade 
make  any  trembling  motion.  'The  mufcles  of  his 
JhouUer+blade  trembled,  or  thundered :  or,  the  fpace 
between  his  JJjoulders  Jhook,  are  phrafes  with  the  Ara- 
bians, to  fignify  a  perfon's  great  fear. 

Ib.  Divert  me,  &c.  There  is  a  peculiar  elegancy  in 
the  Arabic,  viz.  Did  not  compel  me  to  drink  at  that 
watering-place,  which  would  have  flamed  my  honour. 
Watering-place  :  mdwridon  from  wdrada,  to  defcend, 
or,  go  into  the  water ;  is  here,  as  Scbultens  oblerves, 
an  emblem  of  a  fplendid  fortune  ;  or,  of  a  rich  man  ; 
to  whom  people  defcend,  make  their  addrefTes,  to 
quench  their  thirfl :  i.  e.  To  fupply  their  necefllties. 

Ib.  Serugium,  a  town  in  Mefopotamia,  enriched,  in  it's 
flourifhing  ftate,  with  gardens  of  moft  excellent  fruits, 
&c.  Hariri  thus  defcribes  Serugium,  his  native  place, 

My  native  foil's  Serugium, 

Where  flows  the  ftr earn  of  happinefs. 
The  produce  there  of  high  efleem : 

The  mart  of  plenty  juflly  nam'd. 
The  waters  exquijitely  fweet : 

Like  thofe  that  fpr ing  from  paradife. 
fhe  defer ts  to  the  eye  appear. 

Like  verdant  meadows  beautiful. 
¥tf  inhabitants  and  houfes  fhine, 

Likeflars  andftarry  manfions  bright. 
The  air  they  breath  delicious  fmells : 

The profpett  pleafmg,  large  and  wide. 
The  highefl  hills  are  ftrew'd  with  flow'r -j, 

When  once  the  fun  diffolves  the  fnow. 
Vifit  Serugium  —you'll  fee 

The  feat  of  this  world's  paradife. 
Vid.  Schultens  Indie.  Geograph.  in  vit,  Saladin,  Et 
Origins  He.br.  Tom,  I.  p*  301. 
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HARITH  the  Ton  of  Hemmam  hath  tranfmitted 
to  us  what  palled  at  the  following  A  (Terribly. 
From  the  time  of  my  arriving  at  marts  eftate,  and 
leaving  off  thole  d  i  it  ingui  filing  ornaments  of  childhood 
and  youth,  I  have  made  it  the  bufmefs  and  employ- 
ment of  life  to  frequent  fuch  places  as  are  dedicated  to 
the  ufe  of  ftudy  and  good  learning.  This  com  le  hath 
engaged  my  earneft  and  intenfe  application  to  inch  a 
clu^ree,  as  to  carry  me  through  tracts  of  land  fo  large 
and  diftant  from  each  other,  that  even  my  camels, 
though  inured  to  long  and  tedious  travels,  have  been 
emaciated,  and  complained  of  the  fatigue.  The 
principal  reafon  that  induced  me  to  take  this  refblu- 
tion,  was,  that  wherever  I  happened  to  fojourn,  I 
might  from  thence  reap  fome  advantage,  and  collect 
fuch  materials  as  would  be  efteemed  curious  and  en- 
tertaining :  and  afford  as  much  pleafure  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  as  a  cloud  does  refrefhment,  when  for  a  long 
while  we  have  been  expofed  to  violent  fcorching  heat. 
So  ftrong,  even  to  excels,  was  my  defire  of  accom- 
plijhittg  this  great  end,  that  the  regularity  of  my 
thoughts  was  thrown  into  confufion ;  like  a  ieries  of 
v.<  H-placed  jewels,  when  once  moved  from  their 
exadl  conformity  to  each  other.  The  meafures  I 
purfued  were  as  hafty,  as  if  I  was  borrowing  fire  for 
immediate  ufe,  and  afraid  of  it's  being  extin- 
guifhed  before  I  could  have  the  benefit  of  it.  The 
height  of  my  ambition  was  to  appear  in  public  in  a 
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proper  and  becoming  babit.     For  which  purpofe  I 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  converting  with  men  of 
all  degrees,  from  the  higheft  to  the  lowed  ftation,  in 
hopes  of  receiving  infimttion  from  thofe  of  inferior 
underftanding,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  moil  enlarged 
faculties  :  in  this  manner  did  I  folace  myfelf  with 
the  pleafing  expectations  of  proficiency  and  improve- 
ment. But  when  I  had  travelled  as  far  as  Hulwane^  and 
by   experience  and  obfervation  found  perlbns   with 
whom  I  might  be  familiar,  and  treat  them  as  friends 
or  brothers ;  having  made  an  eftimate  of  their  good 
qualities,  with  the  fame  care  that  one  would  take  in 
probing  the  depth  of  a  wound;  (knowing  very  well 
what  in  the  event  might  advance  my  honour;  and 
on  the  contrary,  what  ignominy  I  mould  draw  on 
myfelf  by  any  difhonourable  proceeding)  it  was  my 
good    fortune   there  to  meet  with  Abuzeid  of  Seru- 
gium,  a  man  of  large  and  extenfive  knowledge ;  par- 
ticularly of  the  diftinct  branches  of  families  who  had 
fignalized  themfelves   by   any  remarkable  achieve- 
ments;   thefe  he  would  delineate,   and  trace   every 
flep,  every  degree  of  advancement  from  their  firft 
original :  and  fo  indefatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  riches, 
that  he  triumphed  in  his  uncommon  fuccefs :  fo  va- 
rious and  changeable  in  the  accounts  he  gave  of  him- 
felf,  of  his  birth  and  pedigree;  that  fometimes  you 
would  hear  him  boaft  of  being  defcended  from  the 
family  of  Safanid^s^   fometimes  he  would  carry  his 
original  as  high  as  the  princes  of  Gaffan.      That  he 
might  be  particularly  diftinguifhed,  to  day  he  would 
appear  clothed  in  the  babit  of  poets,  with  a  ft  rait, 
clofe  veft:  to-morrow  you  would  fee   him   mine  in 
the  glittering  ornaments  of  the  higheft  quality.     But 
one  thing  very  remarkable,  was,  That  with  all  this 
laboured  craft  and  artifice  to  difguife  and  conceal  his 
perfon,  there  was  fomething  in  his  countenance  ex- 
tremely  pleafing;    fomething   in   his    difcourfe  that 
Ihewed  him  to  be  a  man  verted  in  the  depths  of  learn- 
ing ;  and  an  adept  in  every  branch  of  fcience :  in  elo- 
quence copious  and  fluent,  like  the  rapid  ilream  of  a 
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river,  with  fo  much  ftrength  and  energy,  that  he 
would  raife  in  the  audience  not  only  admiration,  but 
in  fome  degree,  horror  and  aflonifhment :  and  yet 
with  iuch  eafe  to  himfelf,  and  fuch  an  abfolute  com- 
inand  of  fpeech,  that  his  thoughts,  though  unpreme- 
ditated, were  delivered  in  the  moft  beautiful  expref- 
iions  of  tendernefs  and  humanity  :  in  Ihort,  a  man 
of  thole  fuperior  abilities,  that  the  regular  progrefs 
he  had  made  in  arriving  at  the  perfection  of  know- 
ledge, might  be  compared  to  the  ileps  which  gradu- 
ally raile  you  from  the  lowefl  fituation  to  that  of  the 
higheft  mountains.  The  great  advantage  he  received 
from  his  extraordinary  qualities  was  this:  They 
icrved  him  as  inftruments  to  draw  a  veil  over  real 
imperfections-,  fo  artfully  did  he  conceal  them,  and 
lo  little  were  they  taken  notice  of,  that  his  general 
character  as  a  man  of  extenfive  literature,  made  peo- 
ple eagerly  defirous  of  having  even  a  fight  of  him,  and 
applaud  themielves  when  they  could  obtain  it.  So 
entertaining  and  fo  fmooth  his  eloquent  tongue!  that 
every  body  rejoiced  in  his  acquaintance :  —  and 
fo  pleafant  and  agreeable  in  his  converfation !  that 
what  requeft  foever  he  thought  proper  to  make,  he 
was  fure  to  be  gratified  to  the  utmoft  of  his  defire. 
No  wonder  then  that  I  endeavoured  to  approach  as 
near  as  pofllble,  when  I  perceived  he  was  a  perlbn  of 
fuch  peculiar  properties;  in  his  whole  behaviour  fo 
graceful  and  elegant :  thefe  valuable  accomplifh- 
jiients  were  reafon  fufficient  to  me  why  I  fhould  be 
ambitious  of  his  intimate  friendihip.  No  fooner  was  I 
admitted  to  a  familiarity  with  him,  but  my  anxious 
cares  were  all  removed. 

Time  that  had  contradted  her  forehead,  and  afium- 
td  a  diiagreeable  afped,  prefented  herfelf  with  a 
fmooth,  chearful  countenance :  giving  me  as  much 
uleafure  as  a  bridegroom  receives  from  the  fmiles  and 
beauteous  charms  of  his  bride.  The  tender  refpeft 
with  which  he  treated  me,  was  fuch,  that  had  he  been 
joined  to  me  in  family-alliance,  his  behaviour  could 
not  have  appeared  in  a  more  obliging  manner.  The 
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manfion  I  enjoyed,  though  his  peculiar  property,  I 
had  a  full  and  uninterrupted  poffeffion  of.  The  very 
fight  of  him  was  to  me  to  grateful,  that  I  may  com- 
pare it  to  a  clear  fountain  flowing  with  abundance  of 
water;  and  his  honourable,  graceful  face  mined 
on  me  with  the  lame  winning  air  that  you  obferve  in 
a  perfon  when  hefalutes  you  with  the  fmcereft  wifhes 
for  your  happinefs  and  profperity. 

In  this  fituation  we  were  placed  for  fome  confider- 
able  time:  a  fituation  fo  happy  as  to  produce  in  me 
every  day  new  and  inexpreffible  delight  ^  and  to  difpel 
from  -my  heart  the  darkeft  clouds  of  whatever  feemed 
doubtful  and  obfcure.  This  was  my  happinefs  till 
poverty  forcing  her  way,  gave  him  uneafmefs, .  and 
was  the  occafion  of  difagreement  and  much  conten- 
tion :  this  unforefcen  change  compelled  him  to  take 
his  leave  of  Cbaldea^  efpecially  when  he  found  the 
flip-plies  for  prefent  fubfiftence  begin  to  fail  him.  And 
fo  urgent  was  his  diftrefs,  for  want  of  theneceflary  con- 
veniences of  life,  that  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  through 
feveral  parts  of  the  world,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with 
fome  place  of  refuge  and  fafety ;  till  at  laft  his  indigent 
circumftances  brought  him  to  a  large  fociety  of  travellers. 
From  this  time  his  refolution  to  purfue  his  intended 
journey  grew  fo  ftrong  that  he  made  all  the  hafte  he 
poffibly  could  to  accomplim  it.  But  fo  clofely  at- 
tached to  him  were  his  old  companions,  that  notwith- 
llanding  the  great  diftance  he  was  from  them,  their 
tendereft  affections  for  his  fafety  were  fo  prevalent, 
that  they  could  not  be  feparated  from  him.  When 
I  was  deprived  of  my  friend's  happy  converfation, 
there  were  feveral  who  feemed  defirous  of  my  familiar 
acquaintance,  but  not  one  did  I  find  agreeable  to  me ; 
not  one  that  I  could  have  fuch  an  affection  for  as 
to  make  myfelf  intimate  with  him  •,  the  reafon  was 
this,  Since  his  departure  there  did  not  appear  to  me 
a  fingle  perfon  equal  to  him,  in  thofe  excellent  and 
virtuous  qualities,  by  which  nature  had  diftinguifhed 
him  to  a  very  high  degree.  During  this  interval, 
which  indeed  was  long  and  tedious,  that  he  was  re* 
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moved  from  me,  I  had  no  more  appearance  of  him 
than  of  the  moon,  or  of  a  itar,  when  fet  in  the  thick- 
clt  cloud.  There  was  no  pofiibility  of  making  any 
diicovery  to  what  part  of  the  world  he  had  with- 
drawn himfelf :  and  befides,  the  danger  attending  it 
might  have  been  as  great  as  if  I  had  attempted  to 
enter  into  an  inacceflible  den  of  lions,  or  any  other 
retirement  where  immediate  death  was  threatened  ; 
in  fhort,  therf;  was  not  a  man  who  was  able  to  give 
me  the  leaft' intelligence  of  him.  Fretted  with  thefe 
difficulties,  inftead  of  making  any  farther  progrefs, 
I  returned  again  to  my  family  and  kindred.  I  then 
made  my  appearance  at  the  place  he  had  appointed 
for  hearing  and  receiving  public  inftruction. 

This  is  a  Convocation  or  Aflembly  of  men  who 
fignalize  themfelves  for  their  humanity  and  the  im- 
provement they  make  in  all  kinds  of  polite  learning ; 
the  refort,  common  both  to  natives  and  foreigners. 
The  fbciety,  as  ufual,  being  met  together,  a  certain  per- 
fon  with  a  thick,  long  beard,  and  a  thread-bare  rag- 
ged garment,  prefented  himfelf  and  made  one  of  the 
number:  after  he  had  with  great  civility  paid  his 
refpecls  to  the  company  that  was  fitting,  he  took  his 
feat  in  the  loweft  place,  and  foon  begun  to  give  them 
a  fpecimen  of  his  genius,  by  mewing  how  great  a 
proficient  he  was  in  learning  and  eloquence.  So  af- 
fefting  was  his  fubjecl,  and  fo  nervous  and  flrong 
Iiis  manner  of  /peaking ,  that  every  one  prefent  was 
raifed  to  the  higheft  degree  of  admiration.  The  per- 
fon  who  fat  next  him  taking  notice  of  a  book  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  had  the  curiofity  to  afk  him, 
what  book  it  was  ?  to  which  he  anfwercd,  Abi  Ibad's 
Diwdn:  a  book  univerfally  efteemed  for  it's  peculiar 
excellencies.  Another  queftion  he  put  to  him,  viz. 
Doft  thou  meet  with  any  of  thofe  fubje&s,  to  which 
thine  eye  with  curfory  view  feems  directed,  as  if  in 
thy  judgement  they  contained  fomething  worthy  of 
applaufe  and  admiration,  fomething  witty  and  faceti- 
ous ?  Yes,  fir,  he  replied  :  I  am  much  pleafed  with 
the  poet's  thought  in  the  dcfcription  he  gives  of  an 
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eafy,  agreeable  countenance,  viz. 

Enriched  with  beauteous  ornaments 
Are  all  the'  fmiles.    9cTis  then  you  fee 
The  teeth,  as  clear  eft  zVry,  white  \ 
Like  pearls  exaft  in  order  placed : 
Cool  as  the  berry  of  a  cloud  : 
Sweet  c.s  the  floors  of  camomile. 

Comparifons,  in  my  opinion,  extremely  fine  and 
elegant.  But  he  who  had  afked  him  thofe  queftions, 
inftead  of  mewing  his  approbation,  thought  he  ex- 
ceeded the  bounds  of  common  and  intelligible  lan- 
guage ;  as  if  his  fludied  flights  were  too  full  of  won- 
der, and  deftitute  of  that  humane  and  eafy  manner 
which  is  requifite  in  all  kinds  of  inftruction.  To  my 
apprehenfion,  he  faid,  the  fenfe  of  what  thou  deliver- 
eil  as  found  and  perfect,  is  really  not  fo;  but  on  the 
contrary,  difordered  and  imperfect,  and  that  which 
thou  art  perfuaded  merits  large  encomiums,  is  not 
indeed  worthy  of  them.  How  low  and  inferior  are 
thy  thoughts  in  comparifon  with  thefe  verfes,  which 
difcover  the  poet's  uncommon  genius  in  the  fimilies 
that  he  ufes  to  defcribe  the  beauties  of  teeth,  viz. 

So  clear  and  white  is  etfry  tooth> 
So  clofe  the  union^  fo  compact ; 
Vbat  life  without  this  ornament 
Would  not  afford  me  half  ifs  joy. 

The  moifture  that  dijlils  from  thence^ 
"Like  water  in  the  limpid ftream^ 
Is  always  frejh)  is  always  bright ', 
Dif colour  d  with  no  fordid  ft  ains. 
Perfection  to  the  loft  degree  ! 

Soon  as  the  pleafing  fmiles  appear, 
You  fee  the  beauteous  itfry  row 
Shine  like  a  pearl  dear  from  ifsjhell : 
Not  fullied  with  thefcorching  fun^ 
Cool  and  refplendent  as  the  hail. 
Sweet  as  the  flowers  of  camomile^ 
Or  thofs  of  palms  delicious  f cent, 
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V/htn  tb*  ambient  air  is  all  perfume. 
Like  water-bubbles  rifmg  high 
When  mix'd  with  wine  of  gerfrous  tofte-, 
But  in  thy  exafteft  order  $latd. 

Thefe  verfes  were  fo  entertaining,  that  every  one 
there  prefent  exprefied  his  approbation  of  them :  fo 
fweet  and  harmonious,  that  they  commended  them 
to  the  higheft  degree-,  requefting  very  earneftly  that 
he  would  not  only  repeat  them,  but  that  they  might 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them  in  writing.  Another 
favour  they  defired,  th^t  he  would  pleafe  to  inform 
them  who  was  the  author  of  thofe  verfes,  and  whe- 
ther he  was  living  or  dead.  To  which  he  anfwered  : 
I folemnly  proteft  to  you,  that  truth  in  my  opinion  ap- 
pears in  the  moft  agreeable  light  when  you  do  not 
in  the  lead  deviate  from  it  •,  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
that  veracity  is  moft  excellent,  to  which  one  pays  a 
Uriel:  obedience:  tofpeak  freely  with  you,  my  friends, 
the  author  of  thofe  verfes  is  the  perfon  who  this  day 
hath  joined  himfelf  to  you  as  your  companion.  But 
this  manner  of  boafting,  inftead  of  giving  fatisfaction, 
made  the  company  fufpend  their  opinion :  they  could 
not  perfuade  themfelves  to  think  he  was  really  fmcere 
in  what  he  attefted  with  fo  great  an  afifurance.  But 
he  was  quickly  fenfible,  yet  with  fome  uneafmefs, 
what  it  was  their  thoughts  fuggefted  to  them ;  and 
though  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  it,  he  thoroughly 
underftood  their  intention,  which  was  no  lefs  than  an 
ablblute  denial  and  difproof  of  what  he  had  alledged. 
Therefore  being  very  apprehenfive  he  mould  undergo 
their  hafty  cenfure  and  judgement,  he  repeated  a  fen- 
tence  from  the  Coran^  viz.  Some  fufpicions  are  criminal. 
He  then  faid,  You  who  are  critics  in  poetry,  and  fuch 
inajlers  of  eloquence,  as  to  reduce  it  to  purity  and 
perfection,  muft  not  be  difpleafed  if  I  aflure  you  that, 
Ibe  true  way  to  know  whether  any  metal  be  genuine,  is, 
to  melt  it  down.  And  if  you  would  examine  what 
is  real  truth,  every  impediment  you  find  in  this  fcru- 
tiny  muft  be  entirely  removed.  There  is  another 
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obfervation  which  antiquity  hath  obliged  us  with,  viz. 
'To  diftinguijh  the  man  of  honour  from  one  of  bafe  prin- 
ciples^ you  muft  have  trial  of  both.  And  now  that 
I  might  give  you  full  fatisfaction,  I  have  fhewn  my 
fecret  treafures;  and  like  the  common  trader  who 
expofes  his  goods  to  fale,  opened  my  parcel  for  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  it  contains.  To  this,  one  of  the  per- 
fons  who  flood  near,  interrupting  him,  replied  :  aflfure 
yourfelf  that  the  verfes  you  have  repeated  are  very- 
ingenious,  and  of  an  admirable  compofition :  flow- 
ing with  fuch  a  vein  of  poetry,  as  not  to  admit  a 
parallel.  And  this  puts  me  upon  making  a  farther 
requeft-,  if  your  poetical  genius  can  furnifh  you  with 
fuch  thoughts  as  will  have  an  immediate  influence 
upon  the  heart  -,  be  jo  good  as  to  favour  us  with  a 
tafte  of  that  nature. 

To  this  petition  he  replied : 

Behold  the  beauteous  objects  eyes  / 
How  languifhing  is  ev'ry  change ! 
How  like  Narciffus'  flow'rs  they  flnnel 
¥he  tears  that  fall \  as  clear  as  gems 
Frejhpoliftfdfrom  the  ar tiffs  hand, 
Moiften  the  rofy -coloured  cheek. 
Her  fingers  in  ttf  extremities 
Tinflur'd  with  red  of  deepeft  dye  : 
When  once  exposed  to  common  view, 
Tcu're  pleafed  to  fee  the  iv'ry  row. 

So  quick  were  his  thoughts,  that  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  or  rather  in  lefs  time,  he  continued  his  fub- 
ject  in  the  fame  agreeable  manner. 

At  her  approaching  graceful  mien^ 
I  bow'd  with  reverence  profound^ 
In  hopes  /he'd  favour  my  requeft 
To  move  her  fear  let -flowing  veil^ 
And  entertain  my  lift'ning  ear 
With  founds  of  her  harmonious  voice. 

My  free  petition  was  indulged. 
veil  that  on  her  beauteous  face 
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Brought  darb:efs9  quickly  difappear'J. 
Soon  as  we  faw  and  heard  herjpeak, 
The  air  wasfll'd  'with  fragrant  fmells 
That  ifjitedfrom  her  tender  lips ; 
And  the  bright  jewels  all  difplayd. 

They  were  all  greatly  aftonifhed  at  his  ready  faculty 
ofdelivering  fuch  unpremeditated  thoughts  •,  and  form- 
ed to  themielves  very  different  fentiments  from  what 
they  had  conceived  of  him  9  as  if  he  was  no  better 
than  a  common  plagiary;  now  freely  acknowledging 
that  the  purity  and  fublimity  of  his  expreffion  was 
far  removed  even  from  the  fufpicion  of  theft.  As 
foon  he  perceived  this  change,  and  how  agreeably 
their  minds  were  difpofed  •,  that  ib  far  from  having  a 
low  opinion  of  him,  their  inclination  was  raited  to  an 
high  degree'  of  paying  him  the  greateft  refpect  and 
honour  imaginable ;  he  then  caft  his  eyes  on  the 
ground,  and  after  a  very  fhort  filence  he  refumed  his 
poetical  genius,  dcfiring  the  favour  of  their  atten- 
tion -,  and  thus  proceeded  : 

But  when  the  evning  was  advanced, 
Admonijh'd  by  itf  approach  of  night 
From  jocial  converfe  to  retire ; 
She  cloth' d  berfelf  in  fable  robes. 
And  like  a  penitent  that  late 
Refefls  on  former  heinous  crimes  \ 
(So  ftrong  th*  anxiety  of  mind!) 
In/lead  of  lit  f  ring  her  complaints^ 
On  ev'ry  finger  took  revenge. 

Nofooner  was  the  veil  remov'd9 
ne  beauteous  objeft  to  conceal^ 
But  eifry  feature  difappear* d. 
Nothing  but  Jbades  of  darknefs  feen ! 
ttus  did  the  dufky  robe  of  night 
Ob f cure  Aurora* sfpendid  fact. 
Both  thefe  adorn  d  the  tender  branch, 
Which  Jhe  fit/lain* d  with  graceful  air : 
Butjlill  her  rejilefs  thoughts  increased; 
Of '  jdf-  companion  loidjhe  ragd* 
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Imprefaons  ftreng  her  fingers  felt :, 

No  lefs  than  deep  and  dangerous  wounds. 

The  applaufe  was  then  fo  general*  that  every  fm- 
gle  perfon  could  not  but  extol  to  the  higheft  degree 
the  real  eftimate  of  fuch  a  man,  and  commended  the 
eloquence  which  he  delivered  with  fo  much  eafe  and 
fluency.  They  treated  him  in  the  genteeleft  and 
moft  friendly  manner,  and  prefented  him  with  a  very 
handfome  new  garment.  The  perfon  who  obliged 
us  with  this  narrative,  to  what  he  had  already  men- 
tioned, adds,  When  I  perceived  the  acutenefs  of  his 
genius,  and  how  remarkable  were  his  fuperior  abi- 
lities, I  could  not  avoid  looking  on  his  countenance 
with  more  eagernefs  than  I  had  yet  done,  and  indulging 
mine  eye  with  the  pleafure  of  making  obfervations  oa 
every  mark  and  character :  I  then  foon  fatisfied  my- 
felf,  the  perfon  I  was  converfmg  with  was  our  old 
gentleman  of  Serugium  \  whofe  long  abfence  from  the 
time  I  had  feen  him  made  fuch  an  alteration,  that 
the  hairs  of  his  head  which  before  were  youthful  and 
black,  were  now  turned  to  an  aged  bright  colour. 
The  pleafure  that  I  had  in  congratulating  my  old 
acquaintance,  and  the  renewal  of  his  entertaining 
converfation  was  fuch,  that  I  immediately  made  my 
approach  to  pay  him  the  utmoft  veneration  that  was 
poflible,  by  fainting  his  hand.  The  nrft  queftion 
I  afked  him  was,  To  what  caufe  muft  I  impute  it 
that  there  is  fo  great  a  change  in  your  fhape,  your 
air,  and  every  part  belonging  to  you  ?  fo  great,  that 
I  look  upon  you  in  no  other  view  than  as  an  entire 
ftranger ;  and  what  is  it,  I  mould  be  glad  to  know, 
that  hath  occafioned  fuch  an  alteration  in  your  face  ? 
your  beard  is  as  white  as  fnow,  —  fo  far  from  being 
the  fame  man  in  appearance,  there  is  not  fo  much  as 
one  outward  vifible  mark  that  makes  the  difcovery. 
The  reply  that  he  made  to  him  was  in  thefe  follow- 
ing lines. 

As  water  flows  with  limpid  flr  earn  ^ 
Char  -iffuing  from  the  pur  eft  fpring) 

From 
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From  turbid,  filthy  mixture  free -, 
So  did  my  countenance  appear  \ 
And  as  the  water-furface  fmooth. 
But  the  anxieties  of  life  > 
Like  an  impetuous  current  ftrong 
In  quick  fucceffwn,  have  defaced 
The  features  of  my  vigorous  youth. 
'Thus  from  experience  we  learn 
With  what  an  arbitrary  hand 
Fortune  can  rule  the  fons  of  men. 

II. 

How  various  ev'ryftepjhe  takes! 

To-day  like  an  obfequious  Jlave 

She  bends  her  neck  and  crouches  low ; 

Flatters  with  all  her  fawning  fmiles^ 

Grants  ev*ry  favour  you  requefl. 

But  mark  the  unexpected  change  ! 

To-morrow  is  a  different  fcene. 

Like  an  infulting  conqueror, 

She  Jhakes  the  f word  of  victory : 

And  ravaging  with  tyrant-pride, 

Defeats  your  hopes,  your  fubftance  fpoils. 

III. 

Whenever  the  earth  is  parched  with  droughty 
Spread  round  with  fcorching,  barren  fands  ; 
Should  you  perceive  one  dufky  cloud, 
Tou  look  for  kind-refreJhingJJjcw'rs. 
But  if  the  air  grows  bright  and  clear y 
Tour  wiftfd-for  profpetl  difappears. 
Such  are  the  common  treacherous  artsy 
By  fortune  praftifd  to  deceive 
Ttf  ambitious,  thoughtlefs  race  of  men. 
The  objetts  which  foe  reprefents, 
Are  formd  to  footh  and  pleafe  the  eye  j 
But  captivate  ttf  unguarded  heart. 

IV. 

The  beft  and  fur  eft  remedy 
<To  foften  thofe  perplexing 

fill 
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That  interrupt  the  folid  peace, 

On  which  our  happinefs  depends ; 

Is,  to  be  refolutely  brave, 

And  bear  with  patience  ev*ry  change. 

For  let  calamities  fever e 

Afiault  us  like  thofe  beafts  of  prey, 

That  raven  fierce,  and  thirft  for  blood : 

Servile  complaints  agen'rous  foul 

With  fcorn  difdains -,  of  freedom  bo  aft s, 

Thoy  laboring  under  heavy  yokes. 

V. 

Would  you  the  real  virtues  know, 
Thofe  ornaments  that  grace  the  man 
Of  trueft  honour,  dignity, 
Believe  not  outward  pomp  andjhew  -, 
Defpi/ing  popular  applaufe, 
From  fafts  alone  con-vision  take. 
Ev'n  gold  itfelf  Jhall  to  the  eye 
Appear  with  all  the  common  marks 
Refirfd  and  pure,  and  yet  if  tried. 
Prove  falfe,  adulterated  coin. 
But  if  'tis  right  and  genuine  ore, 
'Twill  bear  ttf  exafteft  fcrutiny, 
*rhe  fiery  trial  not  refufe. 
So  by  fever e  experiments 
Let  virtuous  qualities  be  proved, 
Their  worth  intrinfic,  brighter  grows. 

After  he  had  repeated  thefe  verfes  he  rofe  up,  and 
left  the  place-,  but  the  audience  inftead  of  being 
alienated  and  averfe  to  him,  as  they  had  lately  been, 
were  now  of  a  different  opinion,  and  their  affecYions 
towards  him  fo  warm,  that  he  drew  even  their  hearts 
after  him. 
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ENTITLED 

HULWANENSIS. 

PAG.  18.  Arriving  at  man's  eft  ate.  Arab.  Putting 
on  the  turban. 

Ib.  Ornaments.  Amulets,  or  charms :  fnch  as  were 
fattened  to  children's  necks  to  avert  any  mifchief,  or 
bad  accident  that  might  happen  to  them.  Thefe 
were  prohibited  by  Mahomet  as  tokens  of  fuperfti- 
tion  •,  and  inftead  of  them  he  recommended  the  ufe  of 
thefe  words  when  danger  was  apprehended,  viz. 
iMadba-'Uabi:  God  prefers  me!  The  icholiafl  on 
Hariri's  text  writes,  When  among1  the  Arabians  a  boy 
arrives  at  a  proper  age,  his  amulets  are  taken  from  his 
neck,  and  he  is  adorned  with  a  turban  and  a  girdle,  and 
wears  a  fword  hanging  from  his  neck.  Thoie  amulets 
in  Ibme  meafure  refembled  the  Roman  bulltf,  which 
the  youth  wore  till  the  age  of  fixteen.  Then,  Bulla 
Laribus  donatapependit.  Perf.  Sat.  v.  31. 

Ib.  Frequent  — places  —  dedicated:  Arab,  as  a  ftran- 
ger  I  might  enter  unexpectedly  into  the  glad  manfi- 
ons  of  humanity  and  liberal  instruction. 

Ib.  Reap,&c.  The  Arabic  intimates,  That  I  might 
hang  as  it  were  on  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  crop  from 
thence  the  choiceft  fruits. 

Ib.  As  a  cloud,  &:c.  In  the  fame  figure  the  prophet 
Ifaiab  xxv,  5.  difplays  the  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty  in 

\  time 
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time  of  diftrefs  •,  viz.  ¥bou  flmlt  bring  down  the  heat 
ivitb  the  JJjadow  of  a  cloud. 

Ib.  Accomplishing,  &c.  Arab.  Of  kindling  and  fpread- 
ing  this  fire  :  viz.  this  eager  defire  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge. 

Ib.  Borrowing  fire.  To  kindle  his  fire  in  bafte,  is  aa 
Arab.  Proverb,  fignifying  one  who  takes  no  pains  in 
learning,  or  acquiring  that  which  is  good,  when  both 
time  and  patience  are  requifite  to  accomplish  it.  In 
general,  he  who  difcharges  any  office  in  a  flight,  care- 
lefs  manner.  Vid.  Golij  Adag.  77. 

Pag.  19.  Proper  habit :  to  be  adorned  with  every 
accomplifhment  of  fcience. 

Ib.  Receiving  injlruflion,  &c.  Inftead  of  which  the 
Arabic  exprefles  his  defire  of  being  moiftened  by  a  large 
Jhower  of  rain,  and  ly  the  dew  arifmg  from  it. 

Ib.  Solace,  &c.  Which  the  icholiaft  interprets,  I 
removed,  or  quenched,  the  tbirfl  of  my  care  with  defire 
and  hope. 

Ib.  Hill-wane :  a  town  in  Ajjyria,  diftant  about  fix 
or  feven  days  journey  from  Bagdad. 

Ib.  Abuzeid :  diftinguifhed  by  the  titles  of  the 
Lamp  of  ftr  angers,  and  Crown  of  the  learned.  Vid. 
Conclusion  of  Affembly  I. 

Ib.  Knowledge,  &c.  The  Arabic  intimates  his  fupe- 
rior  talent  in  underilanding  the  forms  of  genealogy, 
in  feparating  one  branch  from  another  till  the  ipring 
from  whence  flowed  the  ftream  of  honour  was 
difcovered.  His  intenfe  application  to  this  purpofe 
being,  it  feems,  like  the  wind,  which  by  inceflant  mo- 
tion blows  away  and  difperfes  fand  and  gravel  from 
precious  flones,  which  for  a  long  time  had  been  con- 
cealed. The  text  is  likewife  of  fo  enlarged  a  fenfe  as 
to  faggeft  that  Abitzeifis  application  to  true  know- 
ledge might  be  compared  to  that  of  a  banker,  or  ex- 
changer of  money,  who  carefully  handles  and  exa- 
mines the  coin,  to  be  fatisfied  of  it's  intrinlic  value.  And 
to  thole  artificers,  whofe  employment  it  is  to  melt 
down  metals,  and  to  make  them  fit  and  proper  for 
the  ufe  they  are  intended. 

Ib. 
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Ib.  Indefatigable,  &c.  The  Arab,  phrafe,  is,  To 
acquire  riches,  bejhook  the  earth  with  his  foot :  intimat- 
ing that  his  motions  were  as  precipitate  as  thole  of 
a  blind  camel  that  travels  forward  without  any  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger. 

Ib.  SafamcLe,  the  fourth  Dynafty  of  the  kings  of 
Pcrfia  was  diftinguifhed  by  this  title ;  defcended  from 
Safan,  whofe  fon  Ardfckyr  Babechan  was  the  founder  of 
that  empire.  Vid.  Schickard  Tarich.  Reg.  Perf.  p. 
106,  107.  and  Herbelot.  Biblioth.  Orient,  in  Sajjan. 

Ib.  Gaffan.  A  tribe  in  Arabia  Felix,  defcended  from 
die  Afdenfes,  but  compelled  by  an  inundation  to  leave 
their  native  country,  and  fettle  near  a  water  in  Syria  > 
called  Gajfan;  from  whence  they  took  their  name. 
Vid.  Pocock.  not.  in  Ab.  Far.  Specimen  Hiftor.  Arab. 

P-  75- 

Ib.  Habit :  Jkidr :  a  military  veft,  cr  certain  mark 
of  difti notion  to  know  one  foldier  from  another.  The 
word  exprefles  likewife  an  inward  veft,  in  oppofition 
to  dithar,  the  outward  one,  there  is  a  tradition  of  what 
Mahomet  ufed  to  fay  when  he  exprefled  the  particular 
regard  he  had  for  the  inhabitants  of  Medina ;  viz. 
that  they  were  his  inner  garment:  other  men,  bis  out- 
ward one,  intimating  that  thofe  where  his  true  friends 
and  afiiftants.  In  the  fame  phrafe  Tamerlane  addrefTes 
the  foldiers  of  Bajazet,  to  perfuade  them  to  revolt:  viz. 
"  You  are  the  ftock  of  my  flocks,  the  branch  of  my 
branches,  the  member  of  my  members.  You  are  to 
me  JJjidr,  the  inward  garment.  Hift.  Tamerlane  Arab. 
p.  242."  Poets:  called  by  the  Arabians  Jhoardcn  : 
from  Jhaar,  to  know,  or  under/land.  The  reafon  they 
give,  is,  becaufe  the  inward,  Jludious  thoughts  of  their 
minds  may  be  compared  to  the  military  inward  gar - 
Ifttnts,  which  ftick  clofe  to  the  body. 

Ib.  To  difguife.  Teldwwana  :  color ilus  variare.  Ex- 
pK-fLs  both  an  inward  change  of  mind,  and  an  out- 
ward appearance.  It  is  applied  to  one  of  an  un- 
fteddy  temper.  Such  a  pcrfon,  in  the  Arab,  provert, 
telawana,  changes  his  colour  like  the  Camelion.  This 
was  the  character  of  Aldbiadcs,  viz. 


ASSEMBLY    II.  33 

more  changeable  than  the  Cameleon.  Vid.  Bo- 
chart  Hieroz.  p.  i.  col.  1082. 

Pag.  20.  Entertaining.  Arab.  His  cheek,  (or  ap- 
pearance) was  fo  bewitching,  that  there  was  no  turning 
from  him  without  much  reluctance.  Powerful  in  cheek, 
and  powerful  in  language,  are  promifcuous  phrafes  a- 
mong  the  Arabians. 

Ib.  Pleafant,  &c.  Arab.  The  fweetnefs  of  his 
watering  was  fuch,  that  he  was  able  to  promote  an 
affair  of  any  confequence. — Watering,  with  the  Arabi- 
ans, carries  the  fame  meaning  as  agreeable  converfation : 
and  warada,  to  defcend,  is  equivalent  to  going  into  the 
water. — As  in  the  Arab.  Proverb,  "  I  will  not  do  it 
till  the  land-crocodile  yarido,  defcends:"  (goes  into  the 
water.)  i.  e.  I  will  never  do  it.  Vid.  Eochart  Hieroz. 
p.  i.  lib.  4.  col.  iQtf.'—Schultens  obferves,  we  have 
the  fame  idiom  in  Ifai.  Ixiii.  14.  viz.  As  a  bead,  tered, 
goeth  down  into  the  valley  :  viz.  to  drink  and  refrefh 
himfelf. 

Ib.  Approach,  &c.  Arab.  70  hang  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  his  garment.  A  figurative  way  of  {peaking 
among  the  Arabians,  intimating  the  eager  defire  of 
enjoying  anyone's  fociety  and  friendfhip. — To  flick  clofe 
to  the  loofe  fringe  ofproteclion  or  patronage,  is  in  the  eaft 
a  character  of  clients  and  dependants.  —  Comp.  Zech. 
viii.  23.  Ten  men — mall  take  hold  of  the  Jkirt  of  a 
Jew. 

Ib.  Ambitious.  Arab.  Afpire,  or  pant  after. 

Pag.  21.  Salutes,  &c.  Arab,  when  he  wijhes  you  plenty 
of  rain,  and  plenty  of  provifion.  Or,  according  to  & 
known  phrafe  of  the  Arabians,  when  he  falutes  you 
with  this  friendly  falutation  :  viz.  God  blefs  your  coun- 
tenance. Comp.  Numb.  vi.  25.  The  Lord  make  his 
face  fiine  upon  thee !  Pf.  xxxi.  16. 

^  Ib.  Poverty,  &c.  The  full  fenfe  of  the  Ara- 
bic is,  //'//  the  hand  of  poverty  mingled  for  him  the 
cup  of  Jlrife  and  divifion  -,  as  the  apothecary  and  furgeon 
with  proper  inftruments  mix  and  prepare  medicines  and 
fahes  for  their  patients.— By  tbe  cup,  good  or  evil  is 
exprefled  in  fcripture  :  viz.  the  cup  offahation,  and  the 

C  cup 
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CUP  °f  fay*  trembling  and' ajlonijbwent :  Pfal.cxvi.  13. 
Ijai.  Ji.  17.  Ezek.  xxiii.  33.— Expreflkms  of  the  lame 
kind  are  familiar  to  the  Arabians.  The  author  of 
y'awerlane,  in  his  fublime  ftyle,  fpeaking  of  the  ene- 
my's defeat,  writes,  p.  228.  They  made  every  man 
drink  two  atps  \  one  of  death ,  the  other  of  poverty,  i.  e. 
They  took  away  both  their  life  and  fubftance. — And 
in  terms  yet  ftronger,  p.  322.  Behold  the  butler  of 
death  >  who  opprejjed  them  with  cups  of  deftruftion. — 
Cuffs  mixed  with  tetnpejls^  are  mentioned,  p.  320.  viz. 
Thy  gave  them  to  drink  a  cup  of  ttmpeft  by  day^  and  a  cup 
of  tempeft  by  night.  Comp.  Pfal.  xi.  6.  Upon  the 
wicked  he  (hall  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  and 
an  horrible  tempeft — the  portion  of  their  cup. 

Ib.  Sifpplies,  &c.  literally,  The  want  of  a  bone  to 
gnaw  urged  him  to  bid  farewel  [to  divorce  himielf 
from]  to  GbaMea.—The  companion  is  made  with  re- 
gard to  an  hungry  dog,  which  leaves  the  bone  when 
he  can  get  no  more  flefh  from  it :  and  to  a  man  di- 
vorced from  his  wife  •,  without  the  leaft  thoughts  of 
returning  to  her  again. 

Ib.  Indigent,  &c.  Arab.  The  trembling  vibration 
of  the  Jlandard  of  poverty  joined  him  to  the  company  (or 
thread)  of  affociated  travellers  :  —  intimating  not  only 
the  uneafinefs  which  poverty  frequently  occafions ; 
but  the  feries  or  order  of  the  eaftern  way  of  travelling, 
when  the  Arabians,  like  camels  in  the  wilderneis, 
move  one  after  another  fo  clofe  as  if  they  were  joined 
together  by  a  line  or  thread:  [the  camel's  noie  that 
follows  being  faftened  to  the  tail  of  that  which  goes 
before.]  From  hence  it  is  that  the  Arabians  fay,  we 
have  threaded  the  way,  i.  e.  we  proceeded  in  a  long 
irraight  line.  Standard  of  poverty :  i.  e.  Such  as  is 
vilible  and  confpicuous.  Standard:  rayaton:  a  word 
Applied  by  the  Arabians  to  good^  or  bad  fortune :  which 
they  exprds  by  a  white  or  black  Jlandard.  Amongft 
other  fignirkations  it  particularly  denotes  a  military 
llandard\  from  the  radix,  to  fee:  being  erecled  fo  as 
to  appear  to  the  whole  army.  And  from  it's  trembling 
'ion  when  difplaycd,  it  exprefTes  that  t error y  or 

dread. 


ASSEMBLY    II.  35 

dnad,  which  arifes  from  any  fudden  difappointment 
of  our  ftrongeft  hopes. 

Ib.  Attached,  &c.  Arab.  Wben  be  took  his  leave 
their  hearts  followed  him  [bi-azimmdtiht]  in  his  head- 
flails,  i.  e.  as  the  fcholiaft  explains  it,  The  hearts  of 
his  companions  were  joined  as  clofe  to  him  as  a  cord  with 
a  ring  is  joined  to  a  earners  nofe,  that  the  traveller  may 
with  more  eafe  guide  and  direct  him.  A  metaphor 
frequently  ufed  by  the  Arabs  :  viz.  "  He  put  zimd- 
man,  the  headftall  of  the  bufinefs  into  his  hand."  Hift. 
Tamer!,  p.  343.  i.  e.  he  committed  the  whole  affair 
to  his  management,  itt  let  go,  or  loofe  theheadjlall,  is 
a  phrafe  of  the  fame  force  •,  viz.  to  entruft  another 
with  your  concerns.  From  hence  we  muft  approve 
of  Schultens's  correction  of  PfaL  cxl.p.  where  inftead 
of  rendering  zemamo  al  tapek,  further  not  Us  wicked 
device :  we  mould  rather  fay,  capiftrum  ejus  ne  Jinas 
exire  :  fuffer  not  his  beadflall  to  be  loofe:  i.  e.  give  him 
not  too  much  liberty.  The  confequence  then  will  be 
juft :  let  not  thofe  who  compafs  me  about  exalt  themf elves! 
according  to  bifhop  Hare's  tranflation.  The  i  yth  Pfalm 
#.  3.  will  admit  of  the  fame  conftruction  :  not,  lam 
purpofed  that  my  mouthjhallnot  tranfgrefs:  but  zammotbi* 
capiftro  alligavi,  ne  tranfgrediatur  os  meum.  I  have  bri- 
died,  or  laid  a  reftraint  on  my  mouth  left  it  fhould 
tranfgrefs. 

Pag.  2  2.  To  my  family ',&c.  Arab.  To  the  fpreading  of 
my  branch,  i.  e.  To  my  kindred  and  relations.  Comp. 
Job  w.  33.  The  flame  fhall  dry  up  his  branches. 
John  xv.  5.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches. 

Ib.  The  place,  &c.  Arab.  The  boufe,  or  man/ton  of  his 
books. 

Ib.  Begun ,  &c.  to  produce  his  bottles  of  milk. 
Every  thing  of  value  and  of  high  efteem  among  the 
Arabians,  is  diftinguifhed  by  milk.  How  large  his 
flow  of  milk !  is  the  fame  with  them  as,  how  learned, 
how  copious^  low  eloquent !  there  is  another  interpre- 
tation of  bottles,  but  not  fo  applicable  to  our  au- 
thor's intention :  as  if  by  a  bottle  was  meant  the  body* 

c  2  which 
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which  is  a  vcfiel  for  the  foul.  From  hence  it  is  fa;d 
of  a  perfon  that  dies,  or  is  killed,  his  bottle  is  empty. 

Ib.  Manner  of  /peaking :  Arab.  '•The  diftinRion  of 
bis  fpeecb.  Such,  the  commentator  obferves,  as  is 
plain  and  intelligible  to  the  auditors.  Such  as,  Ma- 
homet faith,  God  gave  to  David.  Alcor.  ch.  38.  21. 

Ib.  Diwdn :  a  rcgifter,  a  lift  of  names  civil  or  mili- 
tary. Any  competition,  efpecially  poetical.  From 
the  fame  radix,  To  judge ',  the  fupreme  council  or  fenate 
of  the  Turks  is  named  diwdn.  Abu  Ibad,  commonly 
called  Bocbteri,  was  a  celebrated  poet.  vid.  Herbelot. 

Pag.  23,  The  berry  of  a  cloud.  i   e.  The  hail. 

Ib.  Sound)  &c.  Arab.  That  which  thou  think- 
eft  is  fat  and  flourilhing,  is  attended  with  fome  mor- 
bific tumour. 

Ib.  Merits,  &c.  Arab.  Thou  bloweft  that  thou  may* ft 
raifefire,  where  there  is  no  fuel  to  kindle  it.  Agreeable 
to  which  is  the  cenfure  of  an  Arab,  poet  reflecting  on 
a  perfon  who  labours  to  finifh  any  kind  of  work  with- 
out proper  materials,  viz. 

The  fire  by  blowing  may  be  raised: 
But  if  the  a  foes  cnce  be  dead, 
To  blow  is  labour  /pent  in  vain. 

Ib.  Fcrfes :  Houfes.  From  the  form  of  a  tent,  and 
the  parts  belonging  to  it  the  Arabians  take  the  words 
of  their  profody.  As  tents  have  flakes  and  cords  to 
keep  them  firm ;  fo  is  a  verfe  fecured  by  feet,  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  names  of  flakes  and  cords.  The 
flake  confiding  of  three  letters  •,  the  cord  only  of  two. 
By  the  fame  metaphor  an  hemiftic,  or  half-verfe,  is 
called  one  part  of  a  folding  door.  vid.  Sam.  Cleric. 
Tratt.  de  Profodia  Arabica. 

Ib.  Life,  &c.  The  literal  verfion  is,  Let  my  life  be 
a  facrifice  for  my  teeth  that  Jhine  with  the  brightefl 
fplendour!  Intimating,  he  had  rather  lofe  his  life 
than  his  teeth.  This  extravagant  way  of  devoting  is 
common  to  the  Arabians.  For  inftance:  Let  my  fa- 
ther be  made  a  facrifice  for  thee!  as  if  he  had  laid  ; 
Thy  life  is  more  precious  to  me  than  even  my  fa- 
ther's. 
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thcr's.     Let  my  family  and  kindred  be  bis  redemption  ! 
i.  e.  To  me  he  is  dearer  than  all  my  friends. 

Ib.  Perfection:  nahiyaca.  A  word  ufed  to  exprefs 
fufficiency,  or  whatever  is  perfect  either  in  things  or 
perfons.  This  man,  or  this  woman  nahiyaca,  fiifficit 
tibi.  i.  e.  is  of  fo  great  advantage  to  thee  as  to  excel  all 
others. 

Pag.  24.  Water -bubbles:  hebeb.  A  word  of  an  en- 
larged fenfe,  denoting  a  berry,  a  regular  fet  of  teeth, 
and  bubbles,  which  like  a  feries  of  berries  rife  on  the 
furfa~ce  of  wine  when  mixed  with  water. 

—  Ib.  I  folemnly  protejl :  aimo-ylldbi:  for  aimono  : 
ptr  Deum,  literally,  dextra  Dei ;  a  common  form  of 
an  oath  among  the  Arabians.  Lifting  up  the  band, 
in  Scripture,  is  the  fame  with  /wearing:  as  Gen.xlv.  22. 
/  have  lift  up  my  band.  i.  e.  I  have  fworn.  Exod.  vi.  8. 
Num. xiv.  30. 

Ib.  Cor  an :  al-cor.  ch.  49.  12.  we  read,  "0 
ye  believers,  be  very  much  upon  your  guard  as  to  fuf- 
ficion  :  becaufe  fome  fufpicions  are  criminal.  To  which 
Mahomet  adds,  neither  be  ye  curious  in  examining  other 
people's  concerns ;  nor  do  one  of  you  refleft  on  another  in 
bis  abfence.  To  dilcourage  them  from  fuch  practices  he 
puts  this  important  queftion  :  what !  would  any  of  you. 
defer  e  to  eat  the  flejh  of  Us  dead  brother  ?  furely  you 
would  abhor  it.  The  Apoftle  fpeaks  the  fame  language 
in  his  Ep.  to  the  Galat.  v.  1-5.  If  ye  bite  and  devour  one 
another^  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  confumed  one  of  another. 

Ib.  Mafters,  &c.  Arab.  Phyficians  or  furgeons  to 
vitious  and  dileafed  language. 

Ib.  To  know,  &c.  A  common  eaftern  proverb, 
intimating  that  diligent  enquiry  is  the  only  way  to 
find  out  what  is  real  and  fubftantial  virtue. 

Ib.  Examine,  &c.  Arab.  The  hand  of  truth  cuts  off 
the  garment  of  doubt,  from  hence  is  that  figurative 
exprefllon,  God  clothed  him  with  the  garment  of  his  own 
work.  i.  e.  Rewarded  him  according  to  his  merit. 
The  word  for  garment,  viz.  riddon,  fignifies  a  debt. 
—  An  Arabian  phyfician's  prefcription  to  a  man  who 
dcfired  long  life,  among  other  things,  was,  To  wear 

C  3  '  al- 
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al-ridda^  a  light-garment,  i.e.  as  it  is  explained,  Not 
to  burden  himfelf  by  running  info  debt :  Abul.  Pharag. 
Hift.  Dynaft.  p.  158.  The  fame  word  is  by  a  meta^ 
phor  applied  both  to  liberality  and  cevetoufnefs.  A 
man  with*  a  deep,  loofe,  flowing  robe  is  the  fame  with 
one  of  a  generous  temper.  The  reverfe  to  him  is, 
He  who  appears  in  a  fhort  narrow  garment. 

Pag.  25.  Have  trial.  Arab.  You  muft  be  as  careful 
in  clearing  away  all  obftructions,  as  a  man  is,  when  he 
fmooths  and  polifhes  his  inftruments. 

Ib.  Admirable  compofjtion.  The  literal  Arabic  com- 
pares this  poetry  to  a  piece  of  artificial  work,  fuch  as 
was  never  taken  from  minwdlon,  the  weaver's  beam. 
3*o  weave  from  another  man's  beam>  is  the  fame  as  fub+ 
fcribing  to  his  opinion.  That  both  good  and  evil  were 
decreed  by  God,  was  the  doctrine  of  a  fed  among  the 
Arabians.  Wafil  Ibn  Ata,  we  are  told,  embraced  their 
opinion;  literally,  weaved  dlai  minwdlihim  according 
to  their  beam.  Pocock.  Not.  in  Ab.  Far.  Spec.  Hijt. 
Arab.  p.  1 94. 

Ib.  Vein:  kdrichah.  Properly,  the  firft  clear  water 
that  iffues  from  a  new  well  •,  To  this  the  Commenta- 
tor refembles  a  fine  genius ,  from  which  flows  good 
fenfe  and  underftanding.  The  verb  in  the  eighth 
conjugation  emphatically  fignifies,  To  have  the  vein, 
6r  talent,  of  fpeaking  extempore  either  in  verfe  or  profe. 
In  oppofition  to  which  a  frozen  or  congealed  vein  is  the 
fame  with  ignorance  andjiupidity.  Hift.  Timur.  p.  30. 

Ib.  Be  fo  good)  &c.  Arab.  Give  us  a  fet  oF  jewels 
placed  according  to  that  fafhion. 

Ib.  Narciffus*  fiowers  -,  of  a  mixed-yellow  colour, 
with  which,  thefcholiaft  faith,  are  compared  languifh- 
ing  eyes.  The  literal  tranflation  of  the  verfes  mews 
the  fublime  of  eaflern  ftyle,  viz.  She  rains  jewels  from 
her  Narci/us's.  i.  e.  She  drops  tears  like  jewels  from 
her  eyes,  that  languifh  like  the  flowers  of  NarcifTus. 
And  moiftens  the  rofe.  \.  e.  The  rofy-cheek.  And  bites 
the  grapes  with  hail.  i.  e.  puts  her  fingers,  the  ex- 
tremities of  which  are  dyed  with  a  colour  like  that  of 
red  grapes,  to  her  mouth,  when  her  teeth  appear  as 

round 
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round  and  white  as  hail,  vid.  p,  37. 

Pag.  40.  Harmonious  voice.  Arab.  The  aromatics 
of  her  voice. 

Pag.  25, 26.  The  veil,  &c.  difappeared.  Arab.  She  re- 
moved the  rednefs  of  the  twilight^  which  Jhaded  the  fplen- 
dor  of  the  moon.  i.  e.  fhe  took  off  the  red  hood  from  her 
fair  face.  Splendor  :  fdnan.  Such  as  that  which  pre- 
cedes thunder^  in  allufion  to  which  the  Arabian  la- 
ments the  lofs  of  his  fons  that  were  killed  in  battle, 
viz.  The  two  luminaries  of  war  which  I  had  kindled 
were  foon  extinguijhed.  \.  e.  The  two  fons  whom  1  had 
brought  up  and  inftruded  in  the  art  of  war  were  foon 
deftroy'd.  ffihofe  [fanan~]  lightening  Jhined  to  night- 
travellers,  i.  e.  Whofe  courage  was  a  protection  to 
any  one  labouring  under  difficult  ci  re  urn  (lances. 

Pag.  2  6.  Fragrant  fmells^  &c.  Arab.  She  let  the  jewels 
[i.e.  her  precious  words]  fall  from  her  fweet-fme  lling 
feal.  i.  e.  her  mouth,  iffuing  out  her  fweet  breath. 
Comp.  Mat.  vii.  6.  where  precious  words  are  compared 
to  pearls.  The  Arabian  poets  frequently  refemble 
the  mouth  when  (hut,  to  a  feal  that  is  round  and  clofe 
united.  In  the  fame  language  the  fcates  of  Leviathan 
are  (hut  up  together  as  a  clofe  feal.  Job  xli.  15. 

Ib.  On  every  finger,  &c.  Arab.  Bit  the  extreme 
parts  of  her  fingers. 

Ib.  Dujky  robe,  &c.  Arab.  Night  appeared  upon 
Aurora,  i.  e.  The  black  veil  was  thrown  over  her 
bright  face. 

Ib.  Tender  branch,  i.  e.  The  young  virgin,  com- 
pared for  her  erect  ftature  to  the  branch  of  a  tree. 
[In  Homer's  phrafe,  dvifyotptv  iffvn  i<nr  fuccrevit  ramo 
Jimilis.  Iliad.  18.  56.]  Our  poet  introduces  his 
branch  carrying  on  her  head  both  night  and 
Aurora.  The  latter  in  her  face ;  the  former  in  her 
veil. 

Pag.  2  7.  ImpreJJlons^c.  Arab.  She  gnawed  her  beryls 
with  her  radiant  pearls,  i.  e.  She  made  deeper  im- 
preffions  than  before,  on  her  fingers,  which  were  long 
and  round  like  cylinders,  with  her  fhining  teeth. 

Ib.  Commended^  &c.  Arab.  They  fpake  much  in 
C  4  praife 


4o  N  O  T  E  S    ON 

praife  of  Us  gentle  rain.  i.  e.  his  eloquence  that  came 
from  him  like  dimdton,  which  fignifies  a  fdent,  ftill 
rain,  that  falls  without  thunder  or  Jtorm,  and  continues 
for  two  or  three  days.  Compare  Zk#/.  xxxii.  2.  My 
doftrine  Jhall  drop  as  the  rain  —  as  the  fmall  rain  upon 
the  tender  herb. 

Ib.  Friendly  manner.  Arab,  i/hraton,  the  number 
Ten.  i.  e.  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  he  was  one  of  the 
friendly  fociety  of  the  Arabians,  which  ufually  confid- 
ed of  that  number. 

Ib.  Prefented,  &c.  Arab.  They  made  his  barkjhine: 
a  man'^  clothes  which  cover  the  body, being  figuratively 
exprefied  by  bark  which  covers  the  trees. 

Ib.  Acutenefs,  &c.  Arab.  The  pure  bright  flame  of  his 
torch. 

Ib.  Remarkable -,  &c.  Arab.  How  glittering  his 
fplendor. 

Ib.  Indulging,  &c.  Arab.  /  fuffered  mine  eye  to  take 
a  free  repajl  on  thefignal  marks  by  which  he  dijlinguijh- 
ed  himfelf. 

Ib.  The  hairs,  &c.  Arab.  His  dark  night,  now 
Jhined  with  a  glimmering  light  like  that  of  the  moon. 

Pag.  28.  Dufty  cloud,  Arab.  The  thundering  of  a 
barren  cloud.  A  proverbial  exprefiion,  intimating  pro- 
fefiions  of  kindnefs  made  in  ftrong  terms,  but  in  the 
event  deceitful.  Applied  to  one  who  makes  large  pre- 
tences to  generofity  and  other  virtuous  qualities  -,  but 
is  really  deftitute  of  them.  [vid.  Adag.  Arab.  iv.  Ed. 
Gol.  Robba,  &c.  very  often  there  is  but  little  water 
after  a  thundering  cloud.']  A  perfon  of  this  difpofition 
the  Arabians  fay,  lightens  and  thunder sy  i.  e.  without 
rain.  Clouds  without  rain,  is  St.  Jude*s  character  of 
falfe  teachers.  $.  12.  —  On  the  contraty,  one  of  Na- 
wabig's  fentences  is, 

The  cloud  that  fends  forth  rain  when  it  thunders, 
Is  like  him  who  fpeaks  truth  when  he  promifes. 

"When  the  Sultan  of  Egypt  brought  his  forces  into  Syria 
to  oppofe  Tamerlane-,  and  inftead  of  fighting  returned 
home ;  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  being  then  in  a 

de- 
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deplorable  condition ;  Arabsjades  [Hift.  Timur.  p.  195.] 
from  a  certain  poet  writes  •, 

A  thundering  cloud  gave  hopes  ofjhow'rs? 
¥0  quench  the  army's  parching  thirfi? 
But  as  the  ft  or  my  wind  increased? 
Theyfaw  the  flat  f  ring  cloud  difperfe. 

Pag.  29.  Calamities:  al-chotowbo.  Nawabig  ob- 
ferves ; 

Sicknefs  and  poverty  are  [al-chotobdni]  two  calamities? 
Bitterer  than  the  juice  of  a  wild  gourd. 

Ib.  Affault?  &c.  adra.  A  word  properly  applied 
to  the  miferies  of  life:  intimating  that  they  give  us  as 
much  pain  as  if  a  fierce  grey-hound,  or  a  ravenous 
wolf  fhould  feize  on  us  for  their  prey. 

Ib.  Drew  their  hearts?  &c.  moftd-Jhibon:  Af- 
fociated  to  himfclf  their  hearts.  Sdhibon :  focius  :  is  a 
word  of  great  uie  among  the  Arabians.  The  focius  of 
a  country,  is  the  fame  with  them  as  lord  of  it. 
Mahomet  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  titles  of,  The  focius  of 
vocation?  and  legation?  i.e.  in  their  interpretation,^//^ 
by  God,  and  his  Ambajfador.  The  focius  of  riches?  of 
lenity?  of  building?  intimates  one  who  is  wealthy.  A 
man  of  humane  difyofition.  An  Architttt.  Jonas  in 
the  whale's  belly,  they  call  The  focius  of  a  fijh.  A 
prifoner?  the  focius  of  a  prifon.  A  deceafed  perfon  con- 
demned for  his  fins,  The  focius  of  fire?  and  of  hell.  On 
the  contrary,  The  focii  of  a  garden?  are  fuch  as  enter 
into  an  heavenly  paradife^  Forms  of  this  kind  are  fre- 
quently read  in  the  Alcoran.  What  the  Arabians  ex- 
prefs  by  fdhibon?  the  Hebrews  do  by  Baal.  Gen.  xiv. 

13.  Confederates  are  Baalim?  the  focii  of  a  covenant, 
xxxvii.  19.     A  dreamer?  Baal?  the  focius  of  dreams. 
xlix.  23.    Archers?  Eaale?  focii  of  arrows.    Exod.xxiv. 

14.  He  whofe  affairs  require  the  judgement  of  others, 
is,  Baal  debarim?  focius?  vel,  pojfeffbr  verborum?  vel 
rerum :  hath  matters  of  confequence  to  communicate. 
A  bird?  Prov.  i.  17.  is  Baal  canaph.    PoJJeffor  of  wing. 

ix.  22.  A  furious  man?  Baal  hhemah ;  poffefjbroffury. 
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THE  fubject  of  this  AfTembly  tranfmkted 
to  us  by  Harith  the  fon  of  Hemmam  is  as 
follows.  At  a  certain  place  where  I  joined  myfelf  to  a 
fmall  fociety  of  men,  with  whom  I  had  cultivated 
an  intimate  friendfhipj  the  difcourfe  that  paffed  was 
fo  agreeable,  and  fo  much  to  the  purpofe,  that  not 
one  perfon  in  the  company  fpoke  any  thing  but  was 
approved  of;  anfwering  in  all  refpects  the  expecta- 
tions which  had  pofiefied  my  thoughts  before  the 
time  appointed  came  for  our  affembling  together. 
To  what  mail  I  compare  this  harmony  ?  I  may  re- 
femble  it  to  fire,  which  without  fail  kindles  when  you 
apply  one  proper  inftntment  fo  as  to  correfpond  exactly 
with  another.  There  was  no  appearance  of  ftrife  and 
contention,  their  fentiments  being  fo  unanimous  as 
not  to  admit  of  the  lead  oppofition.  Here  our  cn- 
ftom  was,  to  recite  certain  verfes,  and  every  one  pre- 
fent  reciprocally  to  take  his  turn,  entertaining  one  an- 
othtr  with  the  mod  elegant  flowers  of  fuch  poetry  as 
our  thoughts  then  fuggefted  to  us.  Whilft  our  time 
was  thus  employed,  of  a  Hidden  who  mould  rife  up 
but  one  that  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  us,  clothed  in 
an  old,  ragged  veft,  deformed  in  his  body,  lame  in 
his  feet,  and  who  addrefled  us  in  this  manner :  O  ye 
bed  and  choiceft  treafures,  a  concert  of  the  moft  joy- 
ful and  fweetefl-founding  inftruments !  I  wifh  you  a 
happy  morning,  and  may  you  enjoy  it  in  the  fulleft 
and  largeft  fenfe !  my  requeft  to  you  is,  that  with 

com- 
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compafiion  you  would  pleafe  to  caft  an  eye  on  a  man, 
who  in  his  profperity  was  remarkably  diftinguimed 
and  celebrated  for  a  large  and  numerous  houfhold,  an 
unbounded  generofity^  a  "plenteous  ftream  of  riches,  con- 
veniencies  and  advantages  of  life  without  number; 
eftates  and  'villages  of  wide  extent,  in  a  word,  fur- 
nifhed  with  every  ufeful  and  necefiary  medium  that 
could  be  accommodated  to  promote  hofpitality ;  a^ 
dapted  to  the  gracious  reception  of  flrangers  and 
travellers.  But  amidft  all  thefe  enjoyments  I  was 
very  fenfible  that  fortune,  inftead  of  that  agree- 
able countenance  which  for  a  long  time  had  fmiled  on 
me,  was  fo  much  changed,  that  I  perceived  nothing 
but  diftaftful  frowns,  wrinkles  deep  as  furrows  made 
by  the  plough,  grinding  and  gnafhing  of  teeth.  The 
forrows  that  attacked  me  were  like  the  wars  of  ene- 
mies :  fparks  of  envy  unquenchable,  of  the  mod  ma- 
lignant fort,  were  kindled  againft  me.  Calamities  of  the 
moft  direful  nature  came  upon  me  in  very  quick  fuccef- 
fions.  To  fo  low  a  degree  of  povercy  was  I  reduced, 
that  the  hollow  of  my  hand  gave  as  empty  a  found  as 
that  which  echoes  from  an  houfe  deftituce  of  inhabit- 
ants and  fpoiled  of  it's  goods.  Not  one  of  thofe  nume- 
rous cattle  which  ufed  to  fill  the  fpacious  area  were  now 
to  be  feen.  My  fubflance  was  fo  large,  and  my  muni- 
ficence in  proportion  to  it  fo  extenfive ;  that  I  might 
compare  them  to  thofe  plenteous  ftream s  that  flow  in 
fuch  abundance  from  inceffant,  living  fountains. 
But  now  they  are  quite  decayed  and  dried  up,  fub- 
fided  into  the  earth,  and  no  remains  of  the  ifiue  from 
whence  they  came  to  be  difcovered.  My  fyring-man- 
fion  remarkable  for  plenty  of  grafs  and  all  kinds  of 
ufeful  herbage ;  and  where  I  took  the  utmoft  delight, 
the  foil  being  plain,  foft  and  commodious  for  the 
moft  pleafurable  walks,  is  now  fo  neglected,  fo  rugged 
and  hard,  that  you  would  think  the  nature  of  it  was 
quite  altered  from  what  it  appeared  before.  Inftead  of 
numbers  of  men  whofe  obligations  for  favours  they 
had  received  demanded  frequent  attendance  -,  nothing 
t>ut  abfence  and  a  profound  folitude,  fuch  as  one  per- 
ceives 
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ceivcs  in  deferts  and  void  places  !  inftead  of  beds  of  *he 
fofteft  and  tendered:  fafhion,  prepared  for  the  rcpofe 
of  tliofe  who  are  fatigued  with  the  labour  and  heat  of. 
the  day  ;  nothing  to  reft  on  but  bare  ground,  ftrewed 
with  pebbles^  gravel-ftones,  and  every  thing  you  can 
imagine  that  occafions  pain  and  uneafmefs.  Such  is 
my  prefent  condition;  once  happy  and  profperous; 
now  the  very  reverfe  to  all  my  former  enjoyments  : 
The  confequence  of  which  misfortunes  is  this-,  from 
chearful  domeftics,  who  were  nourished  and  fupport- 
ed  by  me  in  the  moft  elegant,  fumptuous  manner, 
you  hear  nothing  but  loud  voices  of  weeping  and  af- 
fedling  lamentation.  Stables  and  folds,  built  for  the 
reception  and  clofe  confinement  of  cattle  of  various 
kinds,  are  now  quite  defer  ted.  So  deplorable  my  cir- 
cumllances,  that  even  the  fame  men  who  looked  with 
a  jealous  eye  on  my  profperous  condition,  are  now  af- 
fedled  towards  me  with  bowels  of  the  tendered  com- 
panion. They  are  fenfible  of  my  diftrefs,  being  de- 
prived not  only  of  my  cattle,  but  of  all  that  wealth 
and  fortune,  which  I  lately  pofiefied  in  great  abund- 
ance. I  am  now  pitied  by  thofe  who  envied  me; 
lamented  by  fuch  as  ufed  to  rejoice  at  other  men's  ca- 
lamities. By  the  ftroke  of  adverfe  fortune  falling  on 
me  with  the  utmoft  violence,  in  an  hafty,  tumul- 
tuous manner,  bruifing  and  wounding  me  as  it  were 
with  fome  heavy  inftrument  of  cruelty  ;  and  by  the 
injurious  afiault  of  poverty,  the  whole  ftrength  of 
my  body  is  fo  much  weakened,  that  I  am  forced  to 
ftoop,  and  bow  down  to  the  earth,  and  to  tread  the 
ground  with  the  greateft  caution  for  fear  of  (tumbling. 
My  prefent  food,  inftead  of  affording  me  good  and 
real  nourifhment,  is,  every  morfel  I  take,  ready  to 
flrangle  me.  Inftead  of  alleviating  thofe  inward  ail-, 
ocders,  which  like  a  continued  raging  heat  give  me 
inexprcfiible  uneafmefs,  I  rather  find  them  increafe  to 
a  much  higher  degree.  The  want  of  common  pro- 
vifion  is  fo  great,  that  my  bowels,  pinched  with 
hunger,  are  much  contracted.  When  I  am  fatigued 
with  the  burden  of  the  day,  and  lie  down  in  expecta- 
tion 
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tion  of  taking  natural  reft-,  fo  far  from  folacing  my- 
ielf  with  common  and  ordinary  deep,  my  thoughts 
arc  perplexed  and  difiipated  :  a  conftant  vigilance 
prevents  that  refrefliment  which  I  am  defirous  of,  and 
for  which  I  labour  with  great  anxiety.  My  dwelling- 
place  is  now  very  different  from  it's  ufual  fhuation. 
I  am  obliged  to  live  in  low  and  humble  valleys.  The 
ground  I  formerly  pafled  over,  though  rough  and 
fpread  with  thorns^  yet  was  fmooth  and  plain  in  com- 
parifon  of  that  I  now  tread  on.  In  moving  from  one 
place  to  another  I  travelled  with  fo  much  eafe  and 
pleafure,  that  I  did  not  fo  much  as  think  of  beaftsof 
burden  to  carry  me :  but  now  fo  rugged  are  my  paths 
that  I  am  glad  of  any  help  or  eafe  that  I  can  poffibly 
meet  with.  The  calamities  that  happened  to  me  in 
former  days,  though  fudden  and  unexpected,  forcing 
their  way  with  impetuous  violence,  like  that  of  an  ir- 
refiftable  inundation,  which  eradicates,  and  deftroys 
whatever  obftructs  it's  paflage,  were  yet  in  my  opi- 
nion in  a  great  meafure  tolerable,  was  I  to  compare 
them  with  the  continued,  mediant  deftruction  with 
which  I  am  now  on  every  fide  invaded.  I  was  then 
ready  to  think  that  the  period  of  time,  determined 
by  fate,  moved  with  a  flow  pace  :  but  now  I  am  per- 
fuaded  the  motion  is  much  protracted.  Is  there  not 
one  man  to  be  found  of  fuch  an  ingenuous  fpirit,  as 
to  afford  fome  medicine  or  other  to  foften  and  heal 
my  deep  wounds  ?  not  one  perfon  of  fo  liberal  and 
generous  a  temper,  as  to  diflinguifh  himfelf  by  fo- 
lacing  me  with  mild  and  compaflionate  treatment? 
to  what  caufe  muft  I  afcribe  my  misfortunes  ?  to  him, 
no  doubt,  from  whom  I  am  delcended:  to  that  branch 
of  the  family  who  derive  their  origin  from  Kaila. 
That  I  muft  efteem  the  principal  foundation  of  my 
poverty :  the  circumftances  I  am  reduced  to  being  fo 
neceflitous,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  a  fupply  of 
one  night's  provifion. 

To  this  complaint  Harlth  the  fon  of  Hemmam  re- 
plied;   my   affection   to  fo   miferable   an  object  of 
poverty  is   raifed  an  high  degree,   and  my  inclina- 
tion 
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tion  to  give  him  all  the  eafe  and  comfort  ima- 
ginable is  very  ftrong  and  urgent;  efpecially  as  I  am 
in  hopes  that  by  this  means  I  lhall  have  the  pleafure 
of  being  entertained  with  fome  of  his  elegant  poetry. 
I  then  took  out  for  him  a  piece  of  gold  ;  and  to  fatis- 
fy  my  curiofity,  I  faid,  if  thou  wilt  favour  us  with  a 
fpecimen  of  thy  poetical  genius,  in  praife  of  this 
piece  ;  it  (hall  be  thy  own  property,  as  fure  as  it  can 
be  afiigned  by  any  court  of  juftice.  Without  farther 
felicitation  he  immediately  granted  the  requeft  ;  and 
in  his  ufual  extempore  way  repeated  the  following 
verfes,  the  fole  produce  of  his  own  thoughts,  and 
not  falfly  arrogating  to  himfelf  the  compofition  of 
any  perfon  whatfoever. 

I. 


piece  of  pur  eft  metaly 

Of  clear  uncommon  luftrey 
With  powerful  attraction 

Demands  my  higbeft  praifes. 
<To  travel  is  it's  pleafure 

Through  different,  diftant  countries  ; 
Difdaining  the  confinement 

Of  abjeft^  fordid  mifers. 

II. 

fame  is  univerfal. 

In  ev'ry  place  thy  prefence 
With  all  the  marks  of  honour 

Is  rev*renfd  and  applauded. 
<Thy  fhining  face  diftinguiflfd 

With  lines  of  deep  imprejjion^ 
<To  ev'ry  eye  discovers 

A  vein  of  fecret  treafure. 

III. 

Bus'nefs  by  thee  conduced, 

Moves  free  and  expeditious  ; 
Like  darting  rays  that  vibrate 

From  flars  in  clofe  conjunction. 

7  So 


INGENIOUS  CONVERSATIONS,    47 


So  lovely  are 

That  evn  the  bigbeft  paffions 
Submit  to  all  tby  precepts, 

4s  flaves  to  tyrant-mafters. 

IV. 

*£by  influence  fo  engaging, 

As  if  our  hearts  in  fubftanct 
Were  ore  of  gold  andjilver^ 

The  bright  eft  coins  producing. 
Obferve  the  man  of  fortune^ 

Wbofe  bags  are  full  and  fwtlling  \ 
How  infolent  bis  triumphs 

O'tr  poor  inferior  objefis! 

V. 

Butjhould  tbofe  bagj  diminijb, 

And  thy  bidden  ft  ore  that  languid 
In  their  ungrateful  prifon^ 

Break  from  the  felfijh  mafter: 
HQW  foon  wilt  thou  recover 

Tby  former  bright  appearance  * 
And  raife  the  admiration 

Of  ev*ry  new  fpeBator  ! 

VI. 

How  wilt  thou  gain  ttf  ajfeftioit<, 

And  popular  applaufes 
Of  tbofe  ^  who  with  impatience 

Were  waiting  for  tby  bounty. 
Concerns  of  great  eft  moment* 

Rntrufted  to  tby  province-, 
With  what  fuccefs  attended, 

Wealthy  acceffions  teach  us. 

VIL 

But  JhouU  thy  gracious  pr  f  fence 
Retire  Like  ttf  ebbing  water  ; 
Our  flowing  ftream  of  plenty 
Would  quickly  lofe  it's  current. 
Prefage  of  anxious  farrow  ! 

Let 
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Let  troubles  rife  like  Armies ; 

Ragt  like  the  fea  tempejluous-, 
On  evry  fide  attack  us! 

Thy  friendly  mediation^ 

Thofe  cares  and  farms  difperfes. 

VIII. 

But  change  the  fcene  :  what  troubles 

Attend  thy  fecret  motions  I 
When  men  of  bright  examples 

Fall  from  their  height  of  glory. 
Should  wrath  and  anger  kindled^ 

Break  out  inflames  of  pajjion ; 
Threatening  fome  quick  deftruttion 

To  thofe  wb*  oppofe  thy  torrent-,, 

IX. 

Thy  friendly  inter pofing, 

By  fofteft  Jirains  ofwhifper. 
Will  foon  alloy  the  fury 

Of  the  moft  dangerous  tempeft. 
What  miferable  objects, 

In  jails  and  prifons  tortur'dy 
Betrayd  by  falfe  pretenders 

To  kindred  and  alliance, 
Have  changed  their  cells  of  darknefs% 

For  freedom  and  enlargement ! 

X. 

Should  we  attempt  to  number 

The  fevral  injlitutions. 
By  thee  our  Lord  and  Sovereign 

At  different  times  created ; 

The  labour  would  be  fruit  left 

So  facred  are  thy  virtues^ 

Did  not  that  lawful  reverence 

Religion  claims,  forbid  us'-, 
As  God  we  Jhould  adore  thee, 
Thy  golden  image  worfhip. 

After 
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After  this  large  encomium  on  the  piece  of  gold, 
Abuzeid,  in  expectation  of  receiving  it,  ftretched 
forth  his  hand,  and  faid,  "  A  man  of  ingenuous  prin- 
ciples by  fome  reprefentation  or  other  fhews  how  ready 
he  is  to  perform  his  promife.  So  whenever  we  hear 
it  thunder,  we  conclude  there  is  fuch  a  difpofition  in 
the  heavens,  that  we  mail  foon  fee  fome  plenteous 
ihowers  of  rain." 

He  then  threw  him  the  piece  of  money,  and  faid, 
Take  it  with  the  fame  readinefs  and  pleafure  that  I 
give  it  thee  :  which,  as  foon  as  he  received,  he  raifed 
to  his  mouth,  expreffing  himfelf  in  the  uiual  form  of 
benediction,  praying,  that  God  would  blefs  his  bene- 
faftor.  After  this  he  gathered  up  his  loofe  garment, 
and  prepared  to  take  his  leave,  acknowledging  the 
favour  beftowed  on  him  in  the  fulled  terms  of 
gratitude.  His  facetious  behaviour  was  fo  enter- 
taining as  to  affect  me  to  fome  degree  of  uneajinefs ; 
for  I  begun  to  think  that  my  generofity  to  him  was 
inconfiderate,  and  rather  too  much  contracted.  And 
indeed  before  this  incident  I  was  never  fo  fenfible  of 
the  pain  and  difgrace  that  muft  neceflarily  attend 
thole  men  whofe  circumftances  are  fuch  as  oblige 
them  to  become  debtors  to  others.  Therefore  with- 
out farther  confideration  I  took  out  of  my  purfe 
another  piece  of  money,  and  faid,  Is  there  any  rea- 
fon  why  thou  moulded  fpeak  in  difpraife  of  money, 
and  after  that  think  proper  to  receive  it?  to  which, 
without  giving  himfelf  the  leaft  time  to  premeditate, 
he  raifed  his  voice,  like  one  who  fmgs  when  he  is 
driving  his  camels ;  and  repeated  the  following  lines 
in  the  fweeteil  and  mod  delightful  accents. 

I. 

Curfe  on  the  great  deceiver, 

With  all  his  fyecious  fal/hood. 
ST'  attraft,  ty  engage  tb'  afftftton% 

He  Jhines  with  deepejt  yellow  j 
True  hypocrite  in  aflion, 

His  double  front  difiovers, 

D  II. 
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II. 

What  fudden,  quick  vibrations 
Dart  from  thefe  glittering  afpefts3 

To  captivate  tV  unguarded^ 
Incurious  fpettator ! 

Bright  as  the  beauteous  objeft 
Of  the  moft  am'rous  pajfjion  : 

But  with  that  finking  languijh^ 
Which  fpreads  the  face  of  lovers* 

III. 

But  would  you  ask  t'b*  opinion 

Of  men  of  fenfe  and  judgement  \ 
Ofjimple  truth  tenacious, 

Strangers  to  aris  delujive : 
They9  II  readily  convince  youf 

¥he  anxious  thoughts  of  mifer* 
Provoke  the  great  Creator ', 

And  call  tor  indignation. 

IV. 

Was  ev'ry  one  contented 

With  providential  meafures  j 
That  law  of  amputation 

Would  never  been  enafted. 
No  injury  vexatious^ 

No  violent  opprejjion^ 
Would  dare  ?  appear  in  publickj 

To  break  the  rules  ofjuftice. 

V. 

No  man  of  fordid  temptr, 

•  In  near  or  dijlant  climate, 
Would  flirink  with  dread  and  honor y 

To  hear  the  voice  offtrangers% 
In  darkeft  nights  bewildered -9 

But  give  the  left  reception, 
The  kindeft  entertainment^ 

To  ev'ry  weary  traveler. 

2  VI, 
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VI. 

No  creditors  deluded 

By  ftratagems  of  debtors^ 
By  artful  means  protrafling 

Ft?  appointed  days  of  payment. 

VII. 

Envy  with  evil  afpeft, 

Darting  her  pois'nous  arrows, 
Would  never  had  exiftence. 

That  common  form  of  refuge, 
¥'  avoid  tbeftroke  of 'vengeance ', 

Had  never  been  repeated. 

VIII. 

How  ftrangely  formed  by  nature  / 

How  vitiated  his  morals  ! 
What  qualities  attend  him  ! 

Whofe  aid  when  chiefly  wanted^ 
Is  ufelefs^  inefficient 

Tour  anxious  cares  to  foften , 
TV//  th*  happy  time  approaches 

Of  his  fecure  deliverance^ 
From  an  obfcure  confinement : 

When  free  and  unmolefted* 
A  fugitive  from  bondage, 

He  takes  his  flight  as  ufftalt 
Like  quick-filver  he  paffes 

Through  paths  offtraiteji  compafs. 

IX. 

Does  fuch  a  crafty  artifl 

Dejerve  our  approbation  ? 
So  far  from  common  merit , 

That  he's  to  be  applauded 
With  trueft  marks  of  honour ^ 

Who  from  the  higheft  mountain 
Devotes  to  fur e  deftruftion^ 

This  cunning^  fervils  wand'rer. 

D2  X. 
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X. 

How  excellent  his  temper ! 

How  firm  his  refolution  ! 
Who>  when  addrefs'd  and  flattered 

With  baits  of  am'rous  pajjion^ 
With  charms  of  golden  afpeft, 

Refifts  with  manly  courage  •> 
Difdains  a  low  fubmijjion 

¥o  the  deceitful  tempter. 

XI. 

In  terms  of  ttf  utmoft  freedom, 

Such  fentiments  delivers, 
As  truth  her f elf  would  diftate, 

Was  her  advice  requefted. 
With  thee  I've  no  alliance? 

No  mutual  converfation. 
Give  me  no  more  difturbance  : 

Purfue  thy  vagrant  courfes. 

But  to  fatisfy  him  I  was  pleafed  with  his  poetry, 
I  laid,  how  fluent  and  copious  is  thy  eloquence, 
which  difcharges  itfelf  like  an  hafty,  impetuous  fhow- 
er  of  rain  :  to  which,  without  taking  any  notice  of 
the  compliment,  he  replied,  The  condition  is  of  weigh- 
tier Moment.  I  then  frefented  him  with  the  fecond 
piece  of  gold  :  laying,  Secure  them  both  with  thofe 
guardian  verfes  of  the  Cor  an.  He  immediately  put  it 
to  his  mouth  to  ailbciate  with  the  other  as  twins. 
And  on  his  retiring  from  the  company,  he  fpoke  in 
praife  of  his  morning-adventure^  exprefiing  in  ful- 
left  terms  the  latisfadion  he  received  from  the  Af- 
lembly  he  had  happily  met  with,  greatly  applauding 
their  generous  munificence. 

From  the  particular  manner  in  this,  and  in  feveral 
other  circumilances,  which  Harith  Ibn  Hemmam  had 
taken  notice  of,  lie  could  not  avoid  faying,  My  mind 
did  as  it  were  whifper  and  privately  fuggeltto  me  that 
this  man  muft  furely  be  Abuzeid :  and  the  outward 
appearance  ot  his  being  lame,  that  is  one  of  his  arti- 
fices 
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fices  to  deceive  us.  I  then  defired  he  would  not  leave 
us,  plainly  telling  him,  it  is  in  vain  for  thee  to  aflume 
to  thyfelf  a  different  perfon  •,  for  thou  art  fufficiently 
difcovered  by  the  eloquence  which  thou  haft  difplayed 
in  fuch  lively  ftrong  colours  :  therefore  let  me  advife 
thee  to  tread  the  ground  as  ufual,  with  the  fame  fleddy 
upright  fteps.  To  this  he  replied,  if  thou  art  Ibn  Hem- 
mam>  my  moft  refpeclful  and  honourable  compliments 
are  due  to  thee  :  and  may  thy  life  be  preferved  among 
thofe  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  noble  birth  and 
quality !  if  thou  art  really  defirous  of  knowing  the 
perfon  who  is  now  talking  with  thee:  I  am  Harith-9 
but  let  me  intreat  thee  to  give  an  account  of  thy  ftate 
and  condition  :  what  fortune,  what  accidents  have 
happened  to  thee?  To  this  he  made  anlwer,  The  con- 
dition of  my  life  hath  been  fuch  as  to  pafs  through 
great  variety.  My  circutnftances  have  fometimes 
been  diftrefied  and  miferable :  at  other  times  I  have 
enjoyed  the  good  things  of  this  world,  riches  and 
honour  in  abundance.  I  may  compare  myfelf  to  the 
mariner  at  fea ;  to-day  he  flruggles  with  florms  and 
tempefts :  to-morrow  the  heavens  are  calm  and  ferene. 
But  what  reafon  dofl  thou  give  for  counterfeiting  thy- 
felt  lame  ?  a  pofHire  fo  different  from  thy  ufual  ap- 
pearance, and  fo  very  difagreeable,  as  to  make  thee  a 
jeft  and  ridicule  to  every  one  who  fees  thee.  This  re- 
buke had  fuch  an  effect,  that  his  countenance,  which 
generally  was  eafy,  chearful,  compofed ;  bright  as 
the  moon,  or  a  flar,  when  mining  in  full  fplendor; 
immediately  altered  to  darknefs  and  obfcurity,  as  if  a 
thick  heavy  cloud  was  drawn  over  it.  Then  turning 
himrelf  from  the  company,  he  repeated  the  following 
verfes : 

I. 

"Tis  true  in  lamenefs  Tm  a  counter feit\ 
But  not  my  choice :  necejfity's  the  caufe. 
By  this  expedient  I  remove  thoje  pains 
<Ihat  aggravate  the  poor  marfs  great  diftrefs. 
Ev'n  the  feign* d  wandring  cripple's  heart  is  glad 
P  3  fo 
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To  find  admittance  at  tbe  rich  man's  gate, 
And  take  refreshment  from  bit  bounteous  band, 

II. 

Happy  in  liberty  without  rejlraint^ 
Like  camel  feeding,  not  confined  by  reinsy 
I  change  tbe  barren  for  a  fruitful  foil. 
As  tbofe  who  bait  in  various  feniiments 
Of  tbeir  religious  duties,  I  indulge 
A  wanton  fancy,  in  purfuit  of  cafe. 

III. 

Vbefe  principles  offucb  unfteddy  courfe^ 
No  wonder  if  in  general  condemned ! 
Subjects  of  common  popular  difpraifs  ! 
But  all  inveflive  fatyr^  pray,  forbear  ,• 
yke  gifts  of  nature  we  muft  not  defpife. 
Inftruded  by  her  in  this  artful  way^ 
'I he  privilege  of  blamekfs  I  demand. 
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ASSEMBLY    III. 

ENTITLED 

KAILANENSIS. 


PAG.  42.  Kailanenfis.  [Vid.  p.  19. 
Kaila,  from  whom  Abuzeid  derives  his  pedigree, 
the  fcholiaft  writes,  was  the  mother  of  Aufi  and  Char- 
xehi,  the  daughter  of  Arkan,  of  the  Gaffan  family. 
[Vid.  p.  45-]  Golius  obferves  that  Aus  is  the  name  of  a 
tribe  in  Arabia  Felix,  the  father  of  which  was  Aus 
the  fon  of  Kaila,  and  brother  of  Alcharezji.  From 
thefe  two  brothers  defcended  the  Anfars^  or  Adjutors^ 
inhabitants  of  Medina^  peculiarly  fo  called,  becaufe 
above  all  others  they  were  afliftants  to  Mahomet  in 
his  expeditions.  This  third  Affembly  takes  the  title 
of  Kailanenfis  from  the  above  mentioned  Kaila. 

Ib.  Joined.  The  Arab,  verb  nadama  exprefTes  fuch 
an  union  as  that  of  a  fett  of  jewels  placed  in  the  moft 
exact  and  regular  feries.  It  is  applied  likewife  to  the 
clofeft  and  fincereft  friendfhip.  By  the  fame  metaphor 
the  Arabians  defcribe  the  mutual  harmony  of  fo- 
eiety,  and  the  pofition  of  an  army  formed  fo  as  to  re- 
fift  the  enemy.  When  difagreement  or  confufion 
arifes,  they  fay,  mdamahom^  their  cord,  or  thread  is 
broken. 

Ib.  Not  approved  of:  lamjachil.  From  hence  that 
form  o  imprecation  :  chaibatan  laho  :  Let  no  fuccefs 
attend  him. 

Ib.  Inftrument,  &c.  The  original  is,  Penetrating 
through  the  Zend  never  failed.  Alluding  to  the 
cuftom  of  railing  fire  from  an  inftrument  called  the 

D  4  Zend\ 
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Zend\  viz.  one  piece  of  wood  put  into  the  hollow 
of  another,  which  by  rubbing  and  chafing  waxed  hot 
and  kindled.  This  the  Arabians  efteem  an  emblem 
of  mutual  genius  and  difpofition.  Zaradujht,  com- 
monly called  Zoroajler,  wrote  a  book  containing  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  Perfian  religion;  to 
which  he  gave  the  title  of  Zend.  This  word  literally 
fignifies  a  fre-kindler  -,  intimating  that  the  doflrine 
therein  mentioned,  the  true  divine  light,  was  deliver- 
ed to  him  from  heaven.  In  this  he  was  imitated  by 
Mahomet,  who  pretended  the  fame  authority,  to  give 
the  greater  fanction  to  his  Alcoran.  Vid.  Pocock  Not. 
in  dbul'Faraj.  Specim.  Hiftor.  Arab.  p.  148.  andPn- 
deaux  Connect.  P.  i.  B.  4.  p.  316,  &c. 

Ib.  Appearance,  &c.  Arab.  Nor  did  any  fire  of  con- 
tention rage.  The  fame  figure  taken  from  the  Zend 
continued. 

Ib.  To  recite,  &c.  Arab.  We  mutually  draw  the 
extremities  of  thofe  verfes  we  repeat:  alluding  to  a 
number  of  men  aflembled  together,  and  to  mew  their 
genius  for  poetry  repeat  verfes  alternately  •,  like  two 
perfons  who  draw  a  rope  backwards  and  forwards,  as 
the  original  intimates.  Extremities:  atrafon.  A  word 
of  large  conftruclion  among  the  Arabians.  Morning 
and  evening  with  them  are  the  extremities  of  the  day. 
Ennobled  in  both  extremities,  i.  e.  ly  father  and  mother. 
On  the  contrary,  thofe  of  the  loweft  progeny,  are  call- 
ed the  extremities  of  men.  Applied  to  a  traveller ;  He 
contracted  bis  extremities :  i.  e.  he  gathered  up  his  bag- 
gage. 

Ib.  Entertaining  &c.  The  Arabic  here  is  fo  ex- 
prefiive  as  to  fignify,  "  we  were  as  eager  to  take  our 
turns  as  camels  are  when  they  go  to  drink,  ftriving 
which  mall  come  firft  at  the  water." 

Ib.  Enjoy,  &c.  The  original  is  the  form  of  a 
morning  falutation,  viz.  May  your  morning  compotation 
i'C  quite  agreeable  ! 

.  A'ag.43.  Hw/batf,  &c.  The  fcholiaft's  interpreta- 
tion is,  "  a  perfon  of  noble  extraction,  munificent  to 
{lumbers  of  people,  who  were  always  ready  to  render 
him  the  higheft  honours." 

Ib, 
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Ib.  Plenteous  ftream.  His  flow  of  wealth,  in  the 
Arab,  is  compared  to  rain,  which  communicates  itfelf 
to  different  places  and  perfons  of  all  degrees. 

Ib.  Eftates  and  'villages.  Arab.  Goods  not  moveable, 
viz.  houfes,  lands,  palm-trees. 

Ib.  Spring-manfion.    How  fpatious  their  fpring-man- 

ftony  is  a  proverb  among  the  Arabians,  fignifying, 

how  do  they  abound  in  all  the  good  things  of  life  ! 

how  large  their  habitation !  how  affluent  their  riches ! 

Pag.  44.  Beds :  almddgao.  A  word  applied  to  noble- 
birth  :  nobiles  cubilia,  luch  as  are  defcended  from 
mothers  of  quality. 

Ib.  Strew'd  with  pebbles :  akadda-kdddon,  is  a  pebble 
of  a  larger  fize :  kadidon,  one  of  a  Ids.  Two  words 
applied  to  multitudes  :  viz.  They  came  and  attacked 
us  kaddon  wa-kadidon :  great  and  fmall,  of  all  ranks 
and  orders  i  young  and  old. 

Ib.  Defer  ted.  chdlat.  .A  word  applied  to  death. 
viz.  his  place  chdla^  is  vacant,  i.  e.  He  is  dead. 

Ib.  Cattle :  wealth.  The  Arabic  literally  is,  That 
which  had  a  voice,  and  that  which  was  Jilent,  are 
perijhed.  i.  e.  Not  only  my  live-cattle,  viz.  my  oxen, 
my  fheep,  my  camels,  are  taken  from  me ;  but  my 
mute-fubftance^  my  gold,  my  filver,  my  houlhold 
goods  are  exhaufted. 

Ib.  Tread  the  ground.  Arab.  Tender- footed,  and  in 
pain  like  a  horfe  whofe  hoof  is  worn  away  by  travel- 
ling ;  and  inftead  of  proper  moes  is  Ihod  with  pebble 
Hones. 

Ib.  Strangle.  The  original  alludes  to  that  diforder, 
or  inflammation  in  the  throat  which  flops  the  breath, 
and  what  we  call  the  quinfie.  This  and  the  foregoing 
phrafe  is  the  fame,  as  the  fcholialt  writes,  with  being 
food,  not  with  real  Jhoes ;  and  nourijhsd  with  what  is 
not  real  nourijhment.  In  the  fame  fenfe  we  read, 
i  Kings  xxii.  27.  Feed  him  [Micbaiab]  with  the  bread 
of  affliction.  Comp.  Ifai.  xxx.  20. 

Ib.  Alleviating.  Arab.  Inftead  of  a  plaifter  to  allay 
the  pain  of  my  body,  my  medicines  are  fuch  as  in- 
creale  that  pain. 

Pag. 
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Pag.  45.  Solacing,  &c.  Arab.  Inftead  of  applying 
any  falve  or  outward  means  to  keep  mine  eyes  from 
fleeping,  I  anoint  them  with  watchful  and  troublefome 
dreams. 

Ib.  Valleys.  Should  it  be  aflced  why  dwelling  in  val- 
leys was  Ib  bad  a  fituation  ?  which  might  rather  be 
efteemed  places  of  greater  fafety,  more  iecured  from 
dorms  and  tempefts,  and  feveral  other  inconvenien- 
cies.  The  Arabian  is  ready  to  anfwer,  that  fuch  a 
fituation  is  peculiar  to  thofe  of  the  pooreft  and  mean- 
eft  rank ;  where  they  are  concealed  from  the  eye  of 
the  world,  enjoying  themfelves,  as  well  as  they  are 
able,  in  their  obfcurity.  They  choofe  fuch  dwellings, 
faith  the  fcholiaft,  That  tbeir  fire  may  not  be  feen  by 
travellers  and  Jlrangers :  hills  and  mountains  being 
appropriated  to  the  great  and  wealthy,  who  kindle 
fires  there  as  fignals  of  hofpitality.  Thofe  hofpi  table 
fresy  were  named  nirdna-l-kora.  Vid.  not.  on  tf.  23. 
of  the  Traveller :  an  Arabic  poem  intitled  Tograi,  by 
L.  C. 

Ib.  Rough,  &c.  The  original  kitadon  denotes  the 
tragacantha^  a  tree  pointed  with  Jharp  thorns;  prover- 
bially applied  by  the  Arabians  to  the  difficulties  of 
life.  A  figure  that  is  frequently  ufed  in  H.  fcripture. 
Ifai.  xxxiv.  13.  Thorns  mall  come  up  in  her  palaces-, 
in  their  tabernacles  j  upon  their  altars.  Hof.  ix.  6.-— 
x.  8. 

Jb.  Kaila.  Vid.  not.  on  Affemb.  II.  p.  32. 

Ib.  Poverty.  Arab.  Brother  of  poverty.  The  Ara- 
bians fay,  he  is  the  brother  of,  or  to  any  thing,  who  is 
very  diligent  in  profecuting  it.  He  who  is  engaged 
in  a  military  life,  is  the  brother  of  war.  A  jealous 
peribn,  or  one  who  indulges  himfelf  in  trifling  lemi- 
ments,  is  the  brother  of  fufpicion.  An  effeminate, 
mean  fpirited  man,  is  the  brother  of  foftnefs  and  fub- 
mijfion.  The  fame  phrafe  is  applied  to  one  in  any 
diftrefs,  called  the  brother  of  forww.  Vid.  chap.  not. 
on  Job  v.  7.  —  and  xvii.  14. 

Pag.  46.  Entertained,  &c.  Arab.  Drawing  from  him 
his  rhyming  joints^  or  vertebra.  A  thought,  peculiar 

indeed 
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indeed  to  an  eaftern  genius !  but  not  fo  extravagant  per- 
haps, when  we  confider  how  great  admirers  the  Arabians 
were  of  poetry  •,  in  which  they  were  fo  exa<5t,  as  to 
referable  the  due  compofition  of  verfes  to  the  joints 
of  an  human  body  -,  intimating  that  the  poet's  fenti- 
ments  fhould  run  eafy,  correfponding  with  each  other 
in  the  fame  proportion  with  that  which  we  obferve  in 
the  frame  and  contexture  of  our  bodies.  — The  origi- 
nal likewife  points  out  an  articulate  elegancy  of  fpeech, 
and  the  proper  period  with  which  it  mould  terminate : 
and  that  it  ought  to  flow  in  a  rich  vein,  like  water 
that  iflbes  in  a  iteady  courfe  from  a  living  fpring. 

Ib.  Bufinefs,  &c.  The  poet  very  elegantly  confiders 
the  great  life  of  gold  in  this  particular  branch,  viz. 
*Tbe  dijpatch  of  lufinefs:  intimating  that  when  we  have 
it  not  in  our  power  to  reward  the  induftrious,  diligence 
mud  (lac ken  in  proportion.  The  full  fenfe  of  the 
Arabic  likewife  fignifies  the  brifknefs  and  alacrity  of 
our  thoughts^  when  after  the  pains  we  have  taken,  the 
clear  profpecl  of  a  recompence  is  opened  to  us  j  a 
fight  as  pleafing  to  the  eye,  as  that  of  a  luminous 
conjunction  of  ftars.  The  fubftantive  of  the  verb 
"karana,  To  expedite^  here  ufed  is  applicable  to  that 
conjunction.  Free^  as  t  bought ,  chat-rat  on.  The  Ara- 
bians fay,  fuch  a  thought  is  free  and  vibrating.  They 
compare  the  fhortnefs  of  life  to  a  vibration.  Correl- 
pendent  to  this  is  Pfal.xc.q.  we  fpend  our  years  cemo 
hegeh,  as  a  tale,  tanqiiam  fermo :  rather,  as  a  word  that 
is  fpoken  :  As  a  vapour  of  the  mouth.  Chald.  Par. 

Pag.  48.  Change  the  fcene,  &c.  The  literal  verfion 
is,  How  many  full  moons  hath  his  [thy]  face,  which  re- 
fembles  the  moon,  Irought  low  !  By  the  fall  moons,  the 
poet  facetiouOy  underitands  fuch  as  are  raifed  to  the 
height  of  glory  :  and  by  ike  face  that  refembles  the 
moon,  the  gold  that  fhincs  with  the  fame  luftre  that 
the  full  moon  does.  As  if  he  had  faid,  "  So  be- 
witching is  the  power  of  gold,  that  feveral  perfons, 
in  other  refpedls  of  worth  and  efleem,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  money  have  forfeited  that  honour  by  which 
they  were  ufually  diilingiiiilied.". 
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Pag.  48.  Stanz.  ix,  x.  Perfbnal  actions  are  here 
very  artfully  imputed  to  gold:  particularly  that  fove- 
reign  authority  by  which  it  governs  mankind.  Lord: 
Mawla.  From  this  word  we  fuppofe  the  African  prin- 
ces have  adopted  the  title  of  mouley.  So  pafiionately 
defirous  are  fome  men  of  enriching  themfelves,  that 
the  poet  reprefents  them  as  paying  even  divine  wor- 
fhip  to  gold.  As  God— adore  thee.  Gallat.  Literally, 
very  great  is  thy  power.  To  this  verb  the  Arabians 
add  another  of  the  fame  import,  viz.  azza,  to  fignify 
the  fupreme  power  of  the  Deity.  A'zza  wa-galld^ 
being  an  ufual  form  with  them,  fignifying  that  of  the 
Latins,  Deus  optimus  maximus.  The  words  of  our 
Mahometan  are  a  good  fatyr  againft  fuch  as  put  their 
trufl  in  riches  -,  plainly  fuggefting  that  they  whofe  af- 
fections are  too  much  placed  on  earthly  treafures,  have 
caft  off  even  the  fear  of  God.  A  crime  which  holy 
Job  with  much  folemnity  protefts,  had  he  been  guilty 
of,  bejhould  have  denied  the  God  above,  ch.  xxxi.  28. 
And  attended  with  fo  very  bad  circumftances,  as  to 
make  it  very  difficult  for  us  [we  have  our  Bleiled  Sa- 
viour's authority,  Mark  x.  24.]  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

Pag,  49.  Avian,  &c.  In  thefe  and  the  following 
words  are  contained  two  Arabic  fentences  •,  fuch  as 
are  obvious  to  the  meaneft  capacity.  The  firft  mews 
the  principles  of  an  honeft,  ingenuous  mind,  free  from 
low  and  felfifh  motives,  and  prepared  at  all  times  to 
fulfil  engagements.  From  the  other,  though  delivered 
in  a  more  figurative  way,  we  learn  what  will  be  the 
event  of  any  thing  or  action  by  the  flgns  and  tokens 
that  precede  it.  Correfpondent  to  what  is  mentioned 
the  Arabians  have  two  Adagies,  viz.  Generous  aRions 
are  derived  from  generous  parents.  'The  wifeft  man  is  he 
who  has  a  regard  to  the  end.  Sent.  Arab.  Gol.  Ed. 
P-  54'— 153- 

Ib.  Gathered  up:  Jhdmmara.  A  word  common  to 
the  Arabians,  intimating  a  readinefs  to  undertake  any 
expedition  :  whether  to  engage  in  battle,  or  to  fly 
before  the  enemy.  It;  is  applicable  to  one  who  arro- 
gates 
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gates  to  himfelf  things  of  great  moment,  but  in  the 
lead  of  them  is  very  deficient.  Thus  Abul-Chair,  the 
Egyptian  jew,  who  afiumed  the  chara6ter  of  a  ikilful 
phyfician,  when  at  the  fame  time  he  was  remarkable 
for  his  ignorance,  is  poetically  defcribed,  as  one  who, 
*<  yojhdmmiro,  gathers  up  his  garment,  with  an  intent 
to  enter  and  found  the  depth  of  the  fea  ;  but  even  on 
the  fhore  is  deftroyed  by  the  boifterous  waves."  Vid. 
Greg.  Ab.  Phar.  Hijl.  Dyn.  p.  376. 

Ib.  Degree  of  uneafmefs.  Arab,  nofowato  gardmin : 
ebrietas  animi  nimis  cupidi.  Signifying  that  there  arifes 
as  much  confufion  in  the  mind  of  one  who  ferioufly 
reflects  he  has  acted  an  ungenerous  part,  as  if  he  was 
really  difordered  by  an  intemperate  ufe  of  wine. 

Ib.  Curfe :  tabban.  Vid.  not.  Affemb.\.  p.  15. 

Ib.  Hypocrite :  al-monafiko.  'Frommifaka:  'The  field- 
moufe  came  out  of  his  hole.  Compared  to  a  perfon, 
who  has  always  ibme  fubterfuge  or  other,  whenever 
he  is  prefied  with  difficulties.  The  Arabians  call  that 
little  animal  jarbowon,  quadrator  -9  becaufe  its  cells 
are  difpofed  agreeable  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  hea- 
vens. From  hence  this  proverb,  A  crafty  man,  like  the 
feld-moufe  is  not  to  be  taken  at  one  hole.  Plautus,  in 
his  'Tructilentus ',  writes,  AR.  4.  Seen.  4.  f.  15. 

Cogitato,  mus  -pufillus  quam  ft  fapiens  beftia  ! 
SEtatem  qui  uni  cubili  nunquam  committit  fuam> 
Quiaji  unum  oft  mm  obftdeatur^  aliud  perfugiumgerit. 

There  is  another  proverb  among  the  Arabians,  viz. 
*'  The  mole  wandered  from  nafaka-ho:  it's  burrow:" 
applied  to  him  whofe  thoughts  in  difputation  are  fo 
confufed  that  he  forgets  the  arguments  he  intended 
to  urge  againft  his  adverfary.  Vid.  not.  on  the  Travel- 
ler, ^.31.  L.  C.  and  Bochart.  Hieroz.  L.  3.  c.  33. 
col.  1012.  In  allufion  to  the  working  of  moles  and 
conies,  No/icon  fignifies  an  hypocrite  in  religion,  pro- 
fefllng  with  his  mouth  what  is  not  in  his  heart,  being 
always  ready  for  fome  cunning  evafion  :  or,  becaufe 
outwardly  he  is  a  believer,  but  in  reality  an  infidel: 
like  the  burrow  of  a  mole,  which  to  appearance  is 
covered,  but  is  deceitfully  hollow. 
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Pag.  50.  Bright,  &c.  The  poet  here  facetioufly  com-* 
pares  the  fplendor  of  gold,  to  that  pleafing  counte- 
nance in  the  female  object  when  addrefies  are  made 
to  her :  and  at  the  fame  time  that  palenefs  mixed  with 
yellow  which  the  lover's  face  frequently  diicovers. 

Ib.  Of  truth  tenacious.  Arab.  Poffejjors  of  truth.  A 
form  with  the  orientals,  fignifying  luch  as  are  endow- 
ed with  judgement  and  knowledge,  viewing  the  things  of 
this  world  with  the  eye  of  truth :  which ,  they  fay,  it 
incumbent  on  every  man  to  defend. 

Ib.  Call  for  indignation.  The  Arabic  here  has  a  pe^ 
culiar  emphafis :  as  if  the  mifer's  thoughts  mitigated, 
and  in  a  manner  compelled  him  to  defy  the  power  of 
God :  fuggefting  to  him  that  his  fubftance  irtakaba, 
mounts,  or  raifes  him  above  the  Almighty's  difplea- 
fure.  To  mount  or  climb  up  to  a  crime.  Arab,  is  To  at- 
tempt or  commit  it  with  an  high  hand.  To  climb  up 
to  covet oufnefs,  to  be  influenced  by  it.  To  fpeak  as  aft 
Orator,  to  mount  up  to  the  art  of  fpeaking.  To  mount  tbt 
wings  of  an  Oftricb,  to  be  expeditious  in  our  actions. 

Ib.  Amputation.  i.  e.  Cutting  of  the  hand  for  theft. 
This  was  an  injunction  of  Mahomefs,  Alcor.  ch.  v. 
$.  44.  viz.  If  a  man  cr  woman  be  guilty  of  theft,  cut  off 
the  hands  of  both:  which  he  calls,  an  exemplary  punijb- 
went  from  God.  From  hence  this  imprecation  againft 
an  adverfary  ;  May  God  cut  off  thine  hand. 

Ib.  Break,  &c.  The  date,  when  ripe,  the  Arabians  fay> 
pofek,  breaks  through  the  cortex.  Applied  to  one  who  is 
prepared  to  engage  in  any  wickednefs.  This  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  date,  in  Scbultetfs  opinion,  gives  much 
force  and  eloquence  to  thofe  texts  in  Prov.  xiii.  3.  and 
Ezek.  xvi.  25.  where  the  Hebrew  radix  pafak  is  ufed. 
He  that  keepeth  his  mouth,  keepeth  his  life  :  but 
pofek,  he  that  openeth  wide  his  lips,  mail  have  de- 
ftruction.  Thou  haft  made  thy  beauty  to  be  abhor- 
red, and  tepaffcki,  haft  opened  thy  feet  to  every  one 
that  pafled  by.  i.  e.  Erupijli  extra  corticem  omnis  vir- 
tutis :  tbou  haft  violently  broken  through  the  guards  that 
are  placed  for  the  fecurity  of  virtue  and  honour. 

Ib.  Shrink,  &c.  The  Arabic  here  exprefTes  fuch  a 

terror 
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terror  as  not  only  difturbs  the  mind,  but  contracts 
even  the  features  of  the  face :  the  lame  word  that  Ma* 
bomet  threatens  thofe  with  who  do  not  believe  in  a  life 
to  come.  "  At  the  mention  of  God,  he  faith,  their 
hearts,  ijhmadzzat,  are  contracted."  Alcor.  ch.  xxxix.  45. 

Pag.  5 1 .  Envy,  Arab.  Rajhikon  :  One  who  is  fkilful 
in  darting :  applied  to  thofe  who  call  an  evil  eye, 
as  it  were  a  dart,  on  other  men's  profperity. 

Ib.  Common  form.  Maddha-llahi :  Refugium  Dei ! 
ne  refuge  of  God  I  flee  to:  or,  God  forbid!  an  ex- 
preflion  frequently  in  the  mouth  of  an  Arabian,  (as 
well  as  other  nations)  to  avert  any  divine  judgement. 
The  two  laft  chapters  of  the  Alcoran  are  by  the  Com- 
mentators entitled,  Confugiaria,  or,  Capita  Averrun- 
cantia  -,  becaule  they  both  begin  with  the  form  aowdbo 
bi-llM,  confugio  ad  Deum  :  where  Mahomet  inflruds 
his  followers  to  fuplicate  God's  protection  againft  cer- 
tain calamities  which  he  there  fpecifies. 

Ib.  How  ftrangely  formed,  fee,  The  poet  from 
fpeaking  of  the  happinefs  that  would  attend  us,  did 
not  our  love  of  money  rife  to  excefs,  in  this  flanza 
fets  forth  the  bad  ule  that  is  too  often  made  of  it 
when  not  properly  applied.  Intimating  that  the  for- 
did mifer's  treafures  are  of  no  moment,  even  in  the 
moft  difficult  circumftances,  till  fuch  time  as  they 
can  break  from  their  confinement,  and  make  their 
efcape  like  a  fugitive,  who  by  forne  lucky  accident 
has  gained  his  liberty. 

Ib.  Higheft  mountain .  To  throw  down  any  one  from 
41  rock  or  mountain,  is  proverbially  the  fame  as  wifh- 
ing  the  greateft  evil  imaginable  may  happen  to  him. 
This  is  the  poet's  wifli  here,  that  fuch  may  be  the 
fate  of  gold,  or  rather,  of  him  who  pafiionately 
admires  it. 

Pag.  52.  The  condition,  &c.  A  proverb,  to  incite  a 
perfon  to  perform  his  promife  without  fubterfuge  or 
evafion. 

Ib.  Prefented,&c.  Arab.  I  breathed  upon  him  witb,&c. 
An  exprefiion,  though  uled  here  in  a  good  fenfe,  yet 
generally  in  a  bad  one.  Thus  Mahomet  threatens 
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the  difobedient  with  the  breath  0/  divine  punijhmenf. 
No  doubt  but  he  does  this  in  imitation  of  the  holy 
fcripture,  where  the  fame  phrafe  is  frequently  men- 
tioned. Comp.  2  Sam.  xxii.  16.  and  Pfal.  xviii.  15. 
tte  blaft  of  the  breath  of  his  nojlrils. 

Ib.  Guardian,  &c.  The  verfes  referred  to  are  thofe 
which  are  called  Avenuncate,  in  which  are  contained 
the  form  of  averting  any  impendent  calamity  or 
judgement.  Vid.  not.  on  Common  form ,  p.  63. 

Ib.  Morning-adventure :  magdan.  This  word  is  pro- 
verbially applied  to  a  fon  who  in  all  refpe&s  imitates 
his  father :  thus  exprefled,  "  He  forfakes  not  his  fa- 
ther either,  magdan^  in  his  morning- adventure  \  or 
marahan^  his  evening-retirement. 

Pag.  53.  May  thy  ///<?,  &c.  From  the  verb  Hayya, 
vixit,  one  of  the  moft  refpedful  compliments  is  in- 
tended by  the  Arabians,  as  well  as  other  nations,  viz. 
Hayyaca-allaho :  God  prefer-ve  thy  life. 

Pag.  .54.  Gate,&c.  Arab.  To  knock  at  the  gate  of  com- 
fort.  The  gate  is  frequently  applied  as  an  entrance  to 
find  out  what  is  really  fail  and  truth.  Hat  Ebn  Tokdhan 
blames  thole  who  would  leek  for  truth  in  the  com- 
mon and  vulgar  way,  and  not  be  at  the  pains  Centering 
nun  bdbiLi:  into  it's  gate.  p.  193.  Ebn  Sina^  or  Aui- 
ccnan,  tells  us,  that  by  experience  he  had  learned  the 
ways  of  curing  difeaies,  not  to  be  numbered-,  which 
he  expreffes  by  opening  ab<wabahomy  their  gates.  Ab. 
Pharag.  Hijl.  Dynajl.  p.  350. 

Ib.  Like  Qimet,  &c.  Arab.  1  throw  my  rein  over  my 
lack:  a  proverb,  fignifying  his  liberty  to  go  whither 
and  when  he  pleafed.  Like  the  Arabians,  who  to 
keep  their  camels  from  wandering,  faften  the  extreme 
part  of  their  head-flail  to  the  knee-,  but  loofen  and 
throw  it  over  their  backs  when  they  lend  them  into 
large  and  free  pafturc. 

ib.  Inftniftcd^  &r.  Abuzeid  being  defirous  of 
exculing  his  pretended  lamenefs,  as  if  he  was  not 
guilty  of  hypocrify,  intimates  that  this  artifice  was 
not  of  his  own  inventing,  but  that  nature  fuggefted 
it  to  him. 

4  ASSEM- 
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HARITH  the  Ton  of  Hemmam  in  the  narrative 
he  gives  of  himfelf  is  this.  The  courfe  of  my 
travels  brought  me  as  far  as  Dimjdtt  in  that  year 
which  was  remarkable  for  confujion  and  tumult.  But 
the  circumftances  which  I  was  then  favoured  with 
were  fo  eafy,  fo  full  and  profperous,  that  the  poor 
man  was  pleafed  and  rejoiced  whenever  I  caft  my  eye 
on  him,  though  it  was  in  the  flighted  manner ;  and 
I  was  much  efteemed  and  beloved  by  numerous  friends 
and  acquaintance.  The  garments  1  was  adorned  with, 
were  rich  and  fplendid  ;  formed  in  fo  juft  and  elegant 
a  manner,  as  readily  to  diftinguifh  they  were  wrought 
by  the  moft  experienced  and  curious  artifl.  They  ap- 
peared to  the  eye  as  if  bubbles  of  water  were  conti- 
nually flowing  over  them.  And  fo  delicate  and  happy 
was  every  pafiage  of  my  life,  that  my  countenance 
and  all  the  features  belonging  to  it  mewed  themfelves 
with  the  fame  alacrity,  and  to  the  fame  advantage 
with  thofe  of  the  bride ;  when,  the  veil  being  taken 
from  her,  fhe  is  brought  to  her  bed-chamber,  ex- 
pecting the  tender  embraces  of  her  beloved  bride- 
groom. The  companions  I  made  choice  of  in  my  tra- 
vels, were  .thofe  in  whom  I  could  place  the  greateil 
truft  and  confidence  ^  men  of  the  moft  fociable  and 
benevolent  difpofitions.  Did  any  difputes  or  quarrels 
arife,  they  were  always  ready  to  interpofe,  and  fucce£- 
ful  in  compo/ing  them.  So  unanimous  in  their  opini- 
ons, that  they  adhered  as  clofe  to  them  as  children 
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fucking  at  their  mothers  breads.  So  remarkably  even 
and  (teddy  in  their  behaviour,  that  one  might  re- 
femble  them  to  the  teetb  of  a  comb,  placed  in  the  moft 
exact  and  diftinft  order.  Their  wills  and  affeftions 
being  fo  mutually  joined  together,  and  confpiring  al- 
ways in  the  fame  fentiments,  that  you  would  be  rea- 
dy to  think,  the  fame  foul  pofTefTed  each  man's  fepa- 
rate  body.  This  happy  (late  enabled  us,  wherever  we 
travelled,  to  direcl  our  courfe  in  the  fwifteft  and  moft 
eafy  manner :  for  the  camels  we  made  ufe  of  were  fuch 
as  moved  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  and  expedition. 
When  we  entered  the  houfe  of  any  one,  that  we  might 
take  fome  reft  and  refremment ;  fo  far  from  giving 
uneafmefs  to  the  family  by  continuing  longer  than  our 
neceffity  required;  without  the  leait  delay  we  made 
ell  the  bafte  that  was  pofiible  to  remove,  and  to  forward 
our  journey.  So  determined  in  our  motions,  that  our 
progrefs  was  quick,  not  only  in  the  day,  but  even  in 
the  dark  night,  when  we  did  not  fuffer  our  camels  to 
flacken  or  retard  their  paces.  So  dark,  that  you  might 
compare  it  to  the  colour  of  a  black  crow.  Thus  did 
we  continue  our  journey  //'//  the  day  began  to  break, 
and  the  morning  to  fpread  it's  rofy  colour.  We  were 
now  fenfible  of  a  very  great  fatigue,  which  our  night- 
travel  had  occafioned  :  and  our  inclination  to  reft  and 
flcep  being  ftrong  and  increafmg,we  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  come  at  a  tract  of  land  exceedingly  pleafant 
and  delicate  •,  adorned  with  little  hills,  covered  with 
an  agreeable  verdure,  to  be  compared  with  a  fine  rich 
meadow,  or  a  well  difpofed  garden  •,  refrefhed  with 
cool,  languifhing  breezes  of  wind,  fuch  as  blow  from 
the  eaft  in  the  time  of  equinox.  This  place  we  judg- 
ed to  be  moft  convenient  for  our  purpofe,  and  there- 
lore  made  choice  of  it,  not  only  that  our  camels,  [for 
which  we  had  a  peculiar  regard,  as  they  were  of  a 
beauteous  kind]  might  find  reft  and  eaie-,  but  we 
ourlelvt-s  too  might  porTefs  an  agreeable  ftation  for 
fuch  rqx)fe  as  would  enable  us  the  better  to  profecute 
our  journey.  No  fooner  had  our  promifcuous  com- 
pany defcended  to  this  refting- place,,  and  the  groans 
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of  \vearied  camels,  and  the  fnoring  of  my  fellow- 
travellers  were  filenced  •,  but  I  heard  a  clear  diftinct 
voice  utter  itfelf  to  one  of  them,  in  thefe  words,  "  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  is  thy  manner  and  con- 
duel  of  life  with  regard  to  the  men  of  this  age  in  ge- 
neral, and  particularly  thofe  who  are  thy  neighbours 
and  acquaintance  ?  "  To  which  he  made  this  anfwer. 
"Asa  fhepherd  keeps  a  watchful  eye  over  his  flock, 
for  fear  any  of  them  fliould  wander  and  go  ailray ;  fo 
is  it  my  ufual  cuftom  carefully  to  obferve  the  man 
who  makes  any  addrefs  to  me,  that  I  may  be  refpect- 
ful  to  him,  even  though  he  mould  deviate  from  the 
ftrict  rules  of  juftice.  And  if  he  be  of  a  morofe,  fierce 
temper,  I  then  treat  him  with  feveral  marks  of  friend- 
fhip.  If  my  companion  be  of  a  quarrelfom  difpofi- 
tion,  fo  as  to  difturb  the  harmony  of  fociety  •,  I  have 
that  command  of  my  felf  to  bear  with  his  infirmity  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  fliew  my  love  to  a  perfon,  for  whom 
I  have  a  real  affection,  even  though  he  be  the  occafion  to 
me  0/rhuch  grief  and  uneafmefs.  A  friend  that  is  ten- 
der and  companion  ate,  I  prefer  to-a  brother  or  near  re- 
lation. To  an  acquaintance  I  am  punctual  and  exact 
in  rendering  what  is  his  juft  due,  though  he  does  not 
return  me  the  tenth  part  of  what  I  have  a  right  to 
demand.  To  a  flranger  who  begs  for  relief,  I  make 
large  prefents ;  and  he  who  is  in  a  low,  inferior  fta- 
tion,  is  entitled  to  my  particular  ^affi fiance.  If  I  have 
a  night-aflbciate  whole  converfation  with  me  is  free 
and  eafy,  I  pay  him  as  much  reverence  as  I  would  do 
to  a  governor  or  dictator.  If  one  who  recommends 
himfelf  to  me  by  his  humanity,  and  the  proficiency 
he  hath  made  in  good  learning,  and  a  proper  edu- 
cation ;  I  (hew  him  the  fame  refpect  as  if  he  was  my 
prince  or  general.  Thofe  perfons  who  have  any  know- 
ledge of  me,  find  me  at  all  times  willing  to  do  them 
fuch  acts  of  kindnefs  as  are  confiflent  with  .what  is 
good  and  equitable.  And  mould  I  meet  with  a  con- 
ftant  attendant  who  makes  no  difficulty  of  fojourning 
with  me  in  my  feveral  ilages,  I  am  prepared  to  arTift 
him  in  every  necefiitous  cafe  to  the  utmpit  of  my 
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fubftance.  Do  I  happen  to  converfe  with  one  whofe 
averfion  to  me  is  iuch  that  to  injure  me,  he  would 
purfue  the  moft  violent  meajures :  my  bufmefs  then  is 
to  foften  my  fpeech,  and  difcourfe  with  him  in  the 
mildeft  terms.  But  if  I  am  fecure  of  a  perfon,  fo  as 
to  be  fatisfied  that  his  abilities  are  not  of  any  mo- 
ment j  it  is  my  cuftom  to  addrefs  myfelf  frequently 
to  him,  and  in  much  civility  enquire  of  his  health  and 
welfare.  Does  my  behaviour  at  any  time  merit  a  re- 
ward ?  inftead  of  being  gratified  with  what  I  might 
reafonably  expect,  I  make  myfelf  eafy  with  thefmalleft 
Under  of  kindnefs :  for  as  it  is  given  by  way  of  re- 
compence,  I  make  no  difficulty  of  receiving  it.  If  I 
am  fo  unfortunate,  that  inftead  of  fair  and  equitable 
treatment,  I  meet  with  hard  and  unjuft  meafures  •,  and 
inftead  of  tendernefs  and  affection,  1  am  heavily  load- 
ed with  oppreflion  -,  it  is  my  way  not  to  complain,  nor 
does  my  leientment  rife  fo  high  as  to  meditate  re- 
venge :  no,  though  I  am  provoked  by  a  man  of  the  moft 
virulent  dijpofition . " 

The  anfwer  his  companion  made  was  this :  "  O  my 
fon,  what  canft  thou  expect  but  mifery  and  unhap- 
pinefs  from  fuch  principles  as  thou  haft  advanced  ? 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  my  ftedfaft  opinion,  that  fo  far 
from  expofing  one's  reputation  to  public  cenfure,  we 
fhould  tenacioufly  adhere  to  what  is  laudable  and  of 
true  efteem  ;  and  the  utmoft  of  our  ambition  mould 
be,  to  aipire  after  fuch  concerns  as  are  noble  and  ge- 
nerous. For  inftance,  if  my  circumftances  are  full 
and  pleriteous,  I  am  not  profufe  to  thole,  who  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  return  the  favour.  Should  I  meet 
with  an  inlblent,  proud  man  j  I  could  not  efteem  him 
worthy  of  any  mark  of  my  diftinction  or  refpect. 
Do  I  appeal  to  a  perfon  for  juftice,  and  he  refufes  to 
vindicate  me  from  the  injury  I  fuffer  •,  my  refent- 
ment  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  expreis  the  leaft  fmcere 
affection  for  him  ?  He  who  disregards  thofe  duties 
which  arc  incumbent  on  brothers  or  near  relations  to 
perform  i  muft  not  prefume  I  fhould  pay  that  regard 
to  him,  as  I  would  do  to  one  who  hath  a  juft  title  to 
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brotherly  kindnefs.  Does  any  one  imagine  I  fhall  be 
forward  to  affift  him  in  dillrefs,  when  he  is  fenfible 
how  much  he  hath  deceived  me,  and  fruftrated  thofe 
hopes  I  had  conceived  of  him  ?  He  who  is  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  acquaintance  and  friend/hip^  is  not  to  fup- 
pofe  I  can  have  a  true  regard  for  him.  Neither  do  I 
diftinguifh  a  man  by  mild  and  gentle  treatment,  who 
is  fo  foolifh  as  not  to  pay  that  refpect  which  he  owes, 
and  which  is  due  to  me.  If  I  have  recourfe  to  a  per- 
fon  for  his  patronage  and  protection,  placing  my  truft 
and  confidence  in  him  -,  and  inflead  of  relieving,  he 
betrays  me  •,  I  have  no  longer  any  communication 
with  him.  If  I  muft  converfe  with  thofe  who  are 
mine  enemies,  I  am  not  fo  prodigal  of  my  friendfhip 
as  to  admit  them  to  any  part  of  it.  Nor  am  I  fo  in- 
fenfible  of  the  ungenerous  treatment  of  an  adverfary, 
as  not  to  threaten  him  if  he  perfifts  in  it.  Should 
any  one  rejoice  at  my  misfortunes,  my  temper  is  not 
fo  fmcoth  and  indolent,  as  to  pafs  it  by  without  a  pro- 
per refentment.  And  if  I  knew  the  man  who  would 
be  pleafed  and  infult  over  me  at  my  death,  I  mult 
look  upon  him  with  as  much  difdajn,  as  on  a  perfon 
that  was  perverfe  and  diftorted  both  in  body  and 
mind.  Should  it  be  enquired  whether  I  am  defirous 
of  receiving  prefents  and  gratuities  •,  my  anfwer  would 
be,  From  thofe  only  who  have  an  affectionate  love 
for  me.  Was  I  reduced  by  poverty  to  a  ftate  of  di- 
ftrefs,  I  mould  not  feek  my  remedy  but  from  fuch 
perlbns,  whofe  tendernefs  and  companion  I  might  fe- 
curely  truft  to.  Neither  would  I  cultivate  an  inti- 
mate friendfhip  with  one,  who  was  not  ready  tofuc- 
conr  me  in  my  indigent  circumftances.  Did  I  know 
a  man  who  was  defirous  of,  and  ardently  wifhed  for 
my  death,  Can  you  imagine  he  had  any  title  to  my 
hearty  and  fincere  intentions  ?  He  who  is  fo  uncha- 
ritable as  not  to  refrefh  my  empty  pockets  with  a 
neceffary  fupply,  mud  not  expect  I  mould  compliment 
him  with  my  bed  wifhes  for  his  happinefs  and  prof- 
perity.  Nor  am  I  la<vi]h  in  my  commendations  to 
him,  who  in  any  refpect  hath  injured  my  character. 
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Is  there  any  man,  let  me  afk,  who,  if  his  judgement 
was  required,  would  be  fb  partial  as  to  determine,  that 
I  ought  to  be  liberal  and  beneficent ;  and  that  thou 
hadft  the  liberty  of  treafuring  up,  and  increafing  thy 
{tore  ?  That  it  was  my  duty  to  be  of  a  mild,  gentle 
cHfpofidon  •,  and  that  thou  mightefl  indulge  a  rough, 
intraftable  temper  ?  That  I  mould  be  of  fo  tender 
a  nature,  as  to  melt  and  diflblve  at  the  thoughts  of 
every  calamity  j  and  that  no  objecl  of  diftrefs  mould 
foften  thy  congealed  bowels  ?  That  my  love  and  af- 
fection for  private,  or  public  profperity  mould  be  fla- 
grant,  kindled  with  a  pure  flame;    and  that  thine 
Ihould  be  cool  and  languid,  without  the  lead  zeal 
for  what  is  truly  advantageous  ?  That  this  is  an  un- 
juft  and  unreafonable  way  of  acling,  I  call  God  him- 
felf  to  witnefs.    The  words  that  we  fpeak,  mould  be 
weighed  and  balanced  in  a  true,  juil  fcale  :  and  the 
eiftions  we  engage  in,  confidered  with  the  fame  care 
and  exadtnefs.     Such  are  the  expedients  necefiary  to 
fecure  us  from  treachery  and  fraud  j  and  to  prevent 
any  hatred  or  ill  defign  againft  us.     Do  not  I  fpeak 
that  which  is  juft  and  proper  ?  For,  what  reafon  is 
there  to  be  affigned,  why  I  mould  gratify  thee  with 
feveral  favours,  and  fupply  thee  with  one  draught 
after  another,  till  thy  third  is  quite  fatiated  •,  if  thou 
art  of  fo  ingrateful  a  temper  a  s  to  load  me  with  re- 
peated afflictions  ?  Shall  I  be  ready  to  eafe  thee  of 
thy  heavy  burden,  when  thou  Iheweft  no  regard  to 
me  labouring  under  the  fame  preiTure  ?  Shall  1  make 
it  my  ftudy  to  add  to  thy  ftore,  and  increafe  thy  ac- 
quifitions,  when  thy  time  is  employed  to  wound  and 
injure  me  in  my  property  ?  In  thy  necefllty  mall  my 
bounty  be  freely  poured  out,  like  water  flowing  with 
an  uninterrupted  courfe ;   and  in  my  diftreffed  cir- 
cumftances  wilt  thou  be  fo  little  affefted  as  to  bid  me, 
without  any  afiiftance,  go  and  provide  for  my  felf  ? 
Were  thefe   principles  to   be   admitted,   what  rules 
fhould   we  have  to  compare  juftice   with  injuftice, 
righteous  dealing  with  opprefiion  ?  By  the  fame  way 
of  rcafoning  we  may  maintain,  that  our  countenance 

fhould 
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mould  appear  placid  and  ferene  to  him  who  looks 
on  us  with  a  dark,  cloudy  afpect  •,  which  would  be 
as  great  an  abfurdity  as  to  affirm,  that  the  fun  fhould 
fhine  bright  when  it  is  overcaft  with  a  thick  cloud. 
Or,  that  our  love  and  affection  fhould  exert  them- 
felves  to  the  higheft  degree,  in  favour  of  thofe,  whofe 
hatred  and  malice  are  directed  againfl  us  with  the 
utmoft  violence.  For  where  will  you  find  one  ani- 
mated with  fuch  a  noble,  generous  warmth^  as  to  be 
perfectly  eafy  and  undifturbed,  when  he  meets  with 
bafe,  undefervirrg  treatment?  Excellent  and  divine 

were  thofe  words  of  thy  father,  when  he  faid : 

% 

Does  any  one  with  getfrous  foul  poffefsdy 
Diftinguijb  me  with  trueft  Jigns  of  love  ? 
Should  not  my  gratitude  exert  it's  pow'r, 
The  bounteous  mark  of  friendjhip  to  repay  ? 

II. 

Is  my  affociat?  liberal  and  free? 
He's  fur 'e  to  find  me  equally  difpos'd, 
But  if  the  tender  of  his  bounty9 s  [mall  \ 
He  mujl  expeft  the  fame  deficient  hand, 

III. 

Free  from  the  dark  and  fraudulent  defigns 
Of  artful  men  my  conduct  I  prefer  vs. 
He  is  the  worft,  the  inleft  of  mankind, 
Who  fludies  to  detract  from  righteous  truth. 

IV. 

The  tyrant  who  delights  f  oppress  and  fpoil-, 
JUSTICE,  when  he's  opprefs  d,  forbids  complaint, 
ne  wretch,  whofe  words  are  fcandal^  muft  not  grieve. 
When  injured  by  the  voice  of  public  FAME. 

V. 

/  take  no  pleafure  in  thofe  treacherous  arts ; 
Thofe  fchemes  of  policy  to  deceive  mankind. 
9  applaufe  which  crafty  circumventors  gain, 
grateful  to  their  ears^  is  my  difdain. 

E  4  As 
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VI. 

As  common  duties  are  of  mutual  force  ; 
<The  rules  of  equity  I  muft  tranfgrefs: 
*To  bis  injunctions  fhould  I  homage  pay. 
From  which  he  claims,  a  freedom  abfolute  ? 

VII. 

He  who  is  verfd  in  bafe,  -perfidious  arts^ 
And  loud  pretences  to  affliftion  makes ; 
Vainly  imagines  I'm  his  cred'lousyfot^, 
1*  embrace  for  truth  all  his  fictitious  love, 

VIII. 

Sojlrange  and  inconfiflent  are  his  thoughts^ 
He  does  not,  will  not,  rightly  apprehend^ 
That  IJhall  readily  difcharge  the  debt, 
By  the  fame  meafure^  and  in  kind  the  fame. 

IX. 

Is  he  fo  negligent  as  not  to  pay 

^he  common  duties  which  thy  ftation  claims? 

With  det eft ation  from  his  Defence  flee, 

As  from  a  naufeous  corpfe  dug  from  his  grave. 

X. 

In  friendjhip  if  he's  outwardly  Jincere, 
With  all  the  marks  of  honour  and  refpeft  ; 
And  yet  fo  fubtle,  he  betrays  his  friend : 
Familiar  converfe  cautioufly  avoid. 

XL 

Does  thy  companion  find  thy  indigence 

Is  fuch,  as  labours  for  his  full  fupply  ? 

Tour  mutual  bonds  of  love ',  tho*  ne'er  fo  Jlrong, 

Willfoon  be  changed,  and  lofe  their  former  ftrength. 

Haritb  ibn  Hemmam  faid,  when  with  the  mod  dili- 
gent attention  I  had  heard,  and  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
membrance collected  the  particulars  of  their  mutual 
difcourfe,  I  was  extremely  defirous  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  perfons.  No  fooner  did  the  morn- 
ing 
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ing  fhew  itfelf  bright  and  clear  after  the  rifmg  of  the 
fun,  and  the  light  fpread  itfelf  through  the  air  •,  but  I 
role  from  my  bed  before  the  loaded  travellers  with 
their  caravans,  or  even  the  early  crows  had  made  their 
appearance.   I  then  directed  my  courfe  towards  a  cer- 
tain night- voice  which  reached  my  ears  ;  and  at  laft 
I  came  to  a  clear,  diftincl:  view  of  two  faces.    By  a 
flight  caft  of  the  eye  1  perceived  that  it  was  Abuzeid 
and  his  fon  engaged  in  clofe  converfation  with  each 
other  :  both  of  them  clothed  in  old  ragged  garments. 
And  knowing  very  well  that  the  fon  as  well  as  the 
father  might  be  tr lifted  with  any  fecrec,  1  refolved  to 
affociate  with  them  in  my  night's-difcourfe,  in  fuch 
an  agreeable,  humorous  way,  as  to  make  it  a  pleaf- 
ing  and  delightful  entertainment.    Therefore  without 
farther  ceremony,  I  addrefled  them   with  the  fame 
eagernefs  that  r,  perfon  would  attempt  a  thing  for 
which  he  has  a  real  and  true  affection  •,  being  very 
fenfible  of  their  courteous  and  mild  difpofition,  efpe- 
cially  mould  I  condole  with  them  on  the  necefiitous 
condition  they  then  laboured  under:  For  this  reafon  I 
indulged  them  the  full  liberty  of  making  themfefoes  my 
companions:  and  of  applying  to  their  ufe,  as    they 
judged  convenient,  whatever  was  my  property  though 
of  ever  fo  great  or  fmall  concern.  After  this  indulgence, 
I  applied  myfelf  to  the  company  of  travellers,  and  in- 
formed them  of  the  real  value  and  excellence  of  thofe 
two  men,  with  a  defign  to  promote  their  liberality  •,  to 
fnricb  them  by  their  beneficence  :  and  treat  them  with 
the  fame  kind  reception,  as  they  would  do  their  in- 
timate friends  and  companions.     We  happened  to  be 
in  a  place,  to  which  travellers  ift  the  night  refort  for 
their  refrefhment,  that  they  may  be  more  able   to 
profecute  their  journey  the  next  day.   From  hence  we 
could  obferve  diftinctly  the  buildings  of  feveral  villa- 
ges, and  have  a  clear  view  of  the  hofpit  able  f res.  As 
fpon  as  Abuzeid  faw  a  full  purfe,  and  poverty  with 
it's  miferable  circumftances  fhaken  and  diffipated  ;  he 
faid  to  me,  I  muft  ingenuoufly  confeis  to  you  that  my 
Jx>dy  is  grown  fqualid  and  dirty  \  and  the  fmell  arif- 

ing 
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ing  from  it  naufeous  and  loathfom  :  permit  me  then 
to  go  and  bathe  in  fame  neighbouring  village,  where 
I  may  have  time  fufficient  to  cleanfe  and  purify  my- 
fclf,  a  matter  of  importance  to  me,  and  requires  no 
fmall  confideration.  When  I  told  him,  he  was  at  his 
own  liberty  •,  and  under  no  obligation  as  to  any  par- 
ticular time  •,  only  to  return,  after  having  difpatched 
his  bufinefs,  fo  foon  as  his  conveniency  would  per- 
mit him  •,  the  anfwer  he  made,  was,  Afiure  yourfelf 
my  return  to  you  mall  be  expeditious  -,  and  allow  me 
the  companion,  fwifter  than  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
He  then  began  to  run  with  the  fame  fwiftnefs,  as  one 
of  thofe  generous  horfes  does  that  is  trained  up  for  the 
eonrfe.  And  for  fear  his  ion  fhould  delay  and  lofe 
time,  he  repeated  his  call  to  him,  Make  hade,  make 
hafte.  But  not  having  the  lead  fufpicion  of  his  de- 
ceiving, and  his  intention  to  efcape  from  us,  our  de- 
lays were  frequent,  making  obfervations  on  him  with 
as  much  attention,  as  thofe  feafts  that  depend  on  the 
appearance  of  the  moon  are  obferved  by  the  watchers; 
and  with  the  fame  diligence  that  thofe  forragers  ufe, 
when  they  are  difpatched  to  feek  and  provide  neceffa- 
ry  fupplies  and  refrefhment  for  an  army.  Thus  were 
we  employed  even  till  the  day  began  to  decline,  and 
the  light  to  difappear.  But  when  we  had  waited  with 
full  and  longing  expectation,  and  the  fun  almoft  dark- 
ened ;  I  faid  to  my  companions,  furely  we  make  too 
much  delay,  and  have  protracted  our  courfe,  fo  as 
to  lofe  a  great  deal  of  time.  I  am  fatisfied  the  man's 
whole  contrivance  has  been  to  treat  us  in  a  fraudulent 
manner.  Therefore  be  as  expeditious  as  poffible  to 
prepare  for  our  journey,  without  any  concern  or  re- 
gard for  one  whole  outward  behaviour  was  plaufible 
and  honeft  •,  but  the  event  mews,  he  is  a  perfon  of 
a  bafe,  difingenuous  temper.  Being  then  as  eager  to 
move  as  a  bird  with  wings  expanded  is,  to  fly,  I 
rofe  up  in  hafte  to  load  my  camel.  And  whilft  I  was 
collecting  together  what  materials  were  neceflary  for 
travelling,  I  found  tiizt  Abttzcid  had  wrote  this  infcrip- 
tion  on  my  camel's  faddle  : 

My 
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My  great 'eft ;  left  fupport !  no  parallel 
Can  equal  thee  among  the  fons  of  men. 
Efteem  foe  not  a  wandering  fugitive. 
Prompted  by  ra/b  difdain,  or  wantonnefs. 
For  from  my  birth,  like  camels  richly  fed, 
My  keeper  left,  I've  various  ways  purfued. 

This  infcription,  he  faid,  I  gave  to  the  company, 
to  read ;  and  that  it  might  be  fome  plea  for  my  ao 
cufing  him  of  fo  much  ungenerous  behaviour.  And 
being  in  high  admiration  of  the  fabulous  and  pleafing 
account  he  had  given  of  himfelf,  they  petitioned  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  that  might  make  an  atone- 
ment for  his  crime.  We  then  proceeded  on  our  jour- 
ney, not  knowing  what  afibciates  he  might  have  fub- 
ftituted  to  deal  with  us,  in  the  fame  ludicrous  manner. 


NOTES 
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NOTES 

ON 

ASSEMBLY    IV, 

ENTITLED 

DAMIATENSIS, 


.  65.  bimjat)  or  Damjata,  once  a  famous 
city  in  Egypt  :  the  fame  that  Stephens  calls 
G0/.  ad  Alfrag.  p.  148.  Jerem.  ii.  16.  we 
read  of  that  city  by  the  name  of  tfahpanhes :  Ixx. 
Ta^vaj .  which  gave  title  to  a  queen  of  Egypt, 
i  King.  xi.  19.  fuppofed  to  be  the  Daphne  Pelufiac<e: 
where  St.  Jerom  writes,  from  an  ancient  tradition,  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  was  ftoned  by  the  Jews.  Vid. 
Schultens.  Ind.  Geogr.  in  Vitam  Saladini. 

Ib.  Confujion  and  tumult.  The  Arab,  words  (as 
ufual  with  our  Author  through  all  his  Affemblies} 
correfpond  in  found,  viz.  Hiydt  wa-Miydt :  From 
hence  the  Arabians,  when  they  would  exprefs  the 
utmoft  diftrefs  that  men  can  be  involved  in,  fay, 
tebdyatow  iva-temdyatow ;  inter  fe  ultro  citroque  impu- 
lerunt,  et  repulerunt :  nothing  but  the  utmoft  diforder 
and  confufion  amongft  them. 

Ib.  Compofing,  &c.  The  original  is  one  of  the 
Arabian  Adagies\  viz.  ttey  broke  the  ftaff  of  diffenfton. 
The  Jlaffy  Abu  Obeid  writes,  is  proverbially  applied  to 
fociety,  and  the  breaking  of  it,  to  diffenfion.  In  this 
fenfe  he  obferves,  when  a  perfon  breaks  the  ftaff  of 
theMofelmen,  it  is  the  fame,  as,  he  defer ts  their  com- 
munion and  fellowfiip.  In  holy  Scripture  a  ftaff  is 
mention'd  as  an  emblem  of  power  and  authority, 

which 
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which  is  abufed  in  the  hand  of  a  tyrant  and  an  op- 
preflbr  as,  Tjfo/.  ix.  4.  7#0«  £#/?  £r0fow  the  ftaff  of  his 
Jhoulder,  i.  e.  thou  haft  iubdued  the  tyrant's  infolence. 
and  ch.xiv.  5.   The  Lord  hath  broken  the  ftaff  of  the 
wicked.  How  is  the  ftrong  ftaff  broken!    Jer.  xlviii.  17.- 
Pag.  66.  Sucking,  &c.  The  Arabic  is  very  ftrong  and 
figurative,  together  with  the  Paranomojia,  in  which 
the  Arabians  much  delight,  viz.    fucking,  afdwika-l- 
wifaki,  the  milky  draughts  of  harmony.   With  them  are 
theie  frequent  metaphors,   ¥0  fuck  the  breafts  of  learn- 
ing, of  virtue,  &c.  and  of  vice,    injuftice,    &c.      In 
the  fame  Eaftern  phrafe  we  read  Ifai.  Ixi.  1 6.   Thou 
jhalt  fuck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles,    and  the  breaft  of 
kings.     And  Ixvi.   n.   That  ye  may  fuck  the  breafts  of 
her  consolations.     This  will  fuggeft  to  every  member 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  who  makes,  as  he 
ought  to  do,  a  juft  and  regular  proficiency  in  acade- 
mic ftudies,  what  nourilhment  he  hath,  or  ought  to 
receive  from  the  breafts  of  Alma  Mater. 

Ib.  Teeth  of  a  comb.    This  comparifon   intimates 

an  equality  of  mind  to  do  good  in  whatever  ftation 

we  are  placed  :   on  the  contrary,  Like  the  teeth  of  an 

afs,  when  the  mind  is  fixed  and  intent  on  doing  evil. 

Ib.  Made  all  the  hafte,  &c.  The  phrafe  here  is,  We 

fnatched,  or  ft  ok  delay.     When   an  heifer   lows  in  a 

mild,  gentle  manner,  the  Arabs  fay,  She  fteak  her 

lowing.     When  a  difcourfe  is  drawn  up  (lightly  and 

.  carelefsly,  they  pronounce  it,  Aftolen  difcourfe. 

Ib.  Dark  night,  Arab.  When  the  night  was  in  its 
youth,  i.  e.  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  when  for 
want  of  the  moon  the  clouds  are  very  dark  :  the  allu- 
fion  is  made  to  thofe  who  are  young,  their  hair  being 
then  blacker  than  when  they  advance  in  years.  Or,  as 
the  commentator  Tebleb  writes,  The  Author  may  re- 
fer to  the  firft  night  of  the  month,  which  is  in  it's 
youth,  and  dark  in  the  beginning  of  it's  age.  The 
-  Arabic  Shabab,  youth,  from  Shdbba,  arfit,  flagravit, 
beautifully  exprefies  that  ardour,  that  natural  heat  and 
brifknefs  which  accompany  our  younger  days. 

Ib. 
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Ib.  Black  crow.  Arab.  In  it's  Jkin  refembling  a 
crow.  The  comparifon  is  poetically  applied  to  one 
who  hath  long  black  hair :  and  to  a  woman  wearing 
her  fpreading  veil.  Goddfon,  the  word  here  ufed,  in 
the  ill  conj.  gadafa,  is,  fo  be  liberal,  or  profufe. 
And  in  the  4th,  To  let  the  'veil  bang  loofe.  The  Ara- 
bians indulge  their  genius  fo  much  as  to  exprefs  a  very 
dark  night^  by  the  wing  of  darknefs  banging  loofe.  The 
Jkin  oj  the  night,  they  lay,  is  it's  darknefs:  on  the 
contrary,  The  Jkin  of  the  day,  it's  bright  countenance. 
The  vaft  extended  firmament,  they  call,  The  /kin  of  the 
air.  The  Poet  Afedeus,  lamenting  the  punimment 
that  was  inflicted  on  him,  viz.  The  Jhaving  of  his 
head,  writes, 

The  crow  that  grac'd  the  beauty  of  my  head, 
Tm  now  aetffnfd  of,  and  exposed  to  fcorn. 
Their  pleafure  was  the  fame  as  gathering  grapes, 
In  cluflers  heavy,  pendulous  and  ripe. 

The  fame  thought  is  purfued  by  another  Poet,  in 
this  devout  drain : 

To  God  I  make  this  ftrong  requeft, 
Not  to  deprive  me  of  my  crow: 

i.  e.  That  I  may  not  die  in  the  vigor  of  my  youth. 

Ib.  "Day-break.  Arab.  Till  the  night  put  off  her 
youthful  drefs:  i.  e.  her  black  robes.  Rofy  colour. 
Arab,  it's  red  tinclure.  In  allufion,  as  Scbultens  fup- 
pofes,  to  thofe  Arabian  ladies  who  ftain  with  that  co- 
lour their  nails,  and  extreme  parts  of  their  fingers. 
From  hence,  Tinftured  in  the  extremities  of  her  fingers* 
is  the  fame  as  if  you  faid,  a  female  Arabian.  And  fo 
careful  are  the  Arabs  to  have  their  wives  diftinguifhed, 
that  it  is  a  maxim  with  them,  Do  not  marry  a  woman 
that  neglefts  to  ftain  her  fingers  and  eyes. 

Pag.  67.  Treat  him,  &c.  The  Arabic  is  finely  ex- 
preilcd,  viz.  Abdholo :  I  am  prodigal  of  my  friend- 
ihip.  The  fame  verb  is  applied  to  eagervefs  and  ex- 
cefst  viz.  /  am  prodigal  of^  or,  I  lay  cut \  ail  my  ftudy. 

j.  I  am 
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7  <?w  prodigal ', '  or,  /  make  a  facrifce  of  my  very  foul. 
I  rtw,  faith  an  Arabian,  ipeaking  like  a  brave  warrior, 
prodigal  of  my  countenance  in  battle  ;  i.  e.  1  expofe  my- 
ielf  to  the  utmoft  danger  ;  but  careful  to  preserve  it 
when  I  am  in  no  engagement. 

Ib.  Occafan  of,  &c.  Arab.  Proverbially,  Though 
he  give  me  hot  water  to  drink. 

Ib.  Inferior ',  &c.  Arab.  To  the  fecond  rider ^  [i.  c. 
one  who  rides  behind  me  on  the  fame  beaft]  I  give  the 
left  entertainment. 

Ib.  Governor.  Arab.  Amir,  or,  Emir^  a  title  of 
honour  which  the  Arabians  ufe  when  they  profefs  to 
oblige  any  man  with  their  beft  offices.  Thou  art  my 
Ennr :  i.e.  My  ruler  and  director. 

Pag.  £8.  Violent  Meafures :  Arab.  Bake  me  in  a 
frying-pan. 

Ib.  -Smalleft  tender ,  &c.  Lafdon :  Any  thing^  though 
never  fo  inconfider able,  a  little  duft,  or  fileing  of  gold. 
From  hence  the  proverb,  Al  lafdo  gaira-l-wafai: 
Pulvifculus,  non  complementum.  Only  dufl:  no  Jatif- 
faftion :  when  a  perfon  is  amufed  with  words ^  and  can- 
not have  common  juft ice. 

Ib,  Though  provoked^  &c.  Arab.  Though  I  am  bit 
ly  a  ferpent  of  the  fierceft  and  moft  dangerous  fpecies. 
Such  are  thofe  with  variegated  fpots  of  black  and 
white. 

Ib.  Noble  and  generous  :  Damnon :  Whatever  is  ob- 
tained and  preferved  (avare,)  with  the  greatejl  care, 
Such  things  the  Arabians  call  Dandyino :  by  which 
word  they  diftinguifh  the  peculiar  properties  of  God: 
according  to  their  tradition,  To  him  belong  (Dandon) 
creatures  highly  efteemed :  (quas  avare,  habct^)  Thefe  he 
fuffers  to  live  and  die  in  fafety :  i.  e.  They  are  his  pe- 
culiar beloved,  his  principal  objects  for  which  he  is 
felicitous. 

Pag.  69.  Breach,  &c.  Arab,  He  who  breaks  my  chains, 
or  bonds. 

Ib.  Recourfe  to,  &c.  Arab.  I  do  not  cbfequioufiy 
yield  my  reins ,  or  head-ftall  to  him  who  betrays  (dhimami} 
my  truft.  Both  Jews  and  Chriftians  when  fubject  to 

the 
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the  Mahometans  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Ablo  Dbimmatin,  Populi  Clint  el*,  vet  Tributary.  Ab. 
Farag.  p.  336. 

Ib.  Smooth :  afmacao :  enodis  fum :  i.  e.  I  am  not 
like  a  piece  of  wood  that  is  fo  exadtly  formed  as  not 
to  have  the  lead  knot,  or  excrefcence. 

Ib.  Succour  trie :  Arab.  Who  would  not  yafoddo,  flop 
my  gap :  a  phrafe  of  the  fame  meaning  is,  Sadda,  be 
flopped^  or  prevented  the  breaking  of  his  back- bone  : 
i.  e.  He  afiifted  him  in  his  extreme  necefiity.  He 
(topped  the  gaping  of  his  hunger :  or,  he  fupplied 
him  with  provifions. 

Ib.  Pocket :  widon :  vejjel^  cafe^  or  box.  To  fluff 
or  fill  a  man's  vejfet,  is  the  fame  as,  To  make  him  large 
prefents. 

Ib.  Compliment,  &c.  Dodon :  precatio,  from  which, 
Dain  :  qui  faufta  precatur  :  health  and  happinefs  to  any 
one,  is  the  word  the  Mahometans  fubfcribe  to  their 
epiftles,  efpecially  when  they  write  to  men  of  note 
and  family. 

Ib.  Lavi/h,  &c.  Arab.  By  way  of  contrafl  to  the 
foregoing  fentence ;  Nor  do  I  pour  out  a  bottle  of 
water  on  him,  who  had  emptied  and  wafted  mine. 
There  is  an  Arab.  Adagy,  viz.  His  vejjel  lejfened :  i.  e. 
He  loft  part  of  his  property. 

Pag.  70.  Aftions :  Arab.  We  fliould  cut  the  /hoe  ac- 
cording to  its  model:  which  is  fpoken  as  a  proverb. 
There  is  another  of  the  fame  force,  viz.  Our  feet  are 
in  their  Jhoes:  i.  e.  We  are  like  to  them  in  every 
thing. 

Ib.  Fraud:  Tegdbonon:  This  is  the  title  of  the 
fixty- fourth  chap,  of  the  Alcoran^  viz.  Mutual  deceit. 
For  at  the  day  of  judgement,  the  Mahometans  fay, 
the  faithful  fhall  deceive  the  unbelievers^  by  taking 
their  place  in  Paradife,  which  by  bad  conduct  in  lite 
they  had  forfeited. 

71.  Generous  warmtb:  burr  on :  ingenuus.  Treat- 
ment :  Chottaton :  a  line,  rule^  or  condition^  to  direct 
us.  Gjeubarri  l.exic.  to  give  us  the  force  of  the 
words:  burron,  and  cbtttaton;  quotes  this  fentence 

of 
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of  Tadbeia  Sjerran,  viz.  When  there  are  [cbottatdni} 
two  conditions,  either  captivity  and  reproach, or  blood: 
furely  death  to  \hurr on\  a  man  of  an  ingenuous  fpir  it 
is  more  agreeable. 

Ib.  Bafe  treatment:  Arab.  Condition  of  chdsfon  : 
injury :  fiich  as  arifes  from  the  want  of  provision ; 
when  any  bead,  for  in  (lance,  is  kept  a  whole  night 
without  refrefhment :  which  gave  occafion  to  a  Poet's 
comparing  an  afs  with  a  flake  fattened  to  the  ground^ 
as  if  they  were  both  vile  in  nature,  and  no  regard  to 
be  had  to  one  more  than  the  other  :  and,  as  if  they 
were  equally  ftupid,  fo  as  not  to  be  fenfible  of  any  i»* 
jury  that  could  be  done  to  them  : 

Two  of  the  vilefl  objects  when  opprefs'd, 
With  refignation  all  th'  oppreflion  bear  •, 
A  village-wan  d'ring  afs,  and  faplefs  flake. 
The.  afs,  if  faften'd  to  his  ftubborn  cord, 
Tho'  pinch'd  with  [cbasfon]  hunger,  yet  makes  no 

complaint. 

In  the  fame  ftupid,  fenfelefs  ftate  remains 
Thtftake  •,  tho'  bruis'd  with  th'  hammer's  frequent 

ftrokes, 
Contufion  fuffers,  no  reludtance  mews. 

Ib.  'Thy  father:  Abuzeid  intimates  himfelf. 

Ib.  Should  not,  &c.  Arab.  Should  not  I  build  upon 
bis  foundation?  A  proverb  with  the  Arabians  for 
making  mutual  returns  in  the  fame  kind;  whether  it 
be  fincerity  to  him  who  is  fmcere :  or,  deceit fulnefs  to 
him  who  deceives  us. 

Ib.  Equally  difpofed :  The  literal  Arabic  is,  I  mete 
cut  to *  my  friend \,  according  to  his  meafure  to  me,  let  it 
be  large  or  deficient.  This,  as  Schultens  writes,  cor- 
refponds  with  our  Saviour's  words,  vii  Mat.  2.  With 
what  meafure  ye  mete,  it  fhall  be  meafured  to  you  again. 
But  there  is  this  difference :  our  Saviour  applies  the 
words  to  ralh  judgement  and  hypocrify  ;  the  Arabian 
[if  according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  proverb  mentioned 
above]  to  retaliating  evil  for  evil,  as  well  as  good  for 
good. 

F  Ib, 
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Ib.  Detract :  Id  Gchdffiro :  non  detraho :  fill  up  the 
meafure,  [i.  e.  Give  every  one  his  due]  that  ye  may 
not  be  numbered  min-al-mockfjrina>  among  the  detrac- 
tors :  is  a  precept  in  the  Alcoran,  Stir.  xxvi.  1 80. 

Ib.  Sfttdie^  &c.  The  Arab,  here  is  exprefied  in  a 
proverbial  form,  though  not  very  clear  to  the  reader, 
viz.  Whofe  day  fuffers  damage  more  than  ifs  mother^ 
viz.  Whvfefecond  day  does  more  injuftice  than  yefter- 
day^  which  is  called  the  .parent  of  the  following  one  : 
i.  c.  Who  every  day  grows  more  and  more  injurious. 

Ib.  The  tyrant^  &c.  The  Arabic  is,  Every  one  whb 
expetts  fruit  from  me,  gathers  only  thai  which  he  hath 
planted.  Fruit:  gdnan:  from  gdna,  To  gather  fruit. 
But  this  verb  points  gut  another  fenfe,  viz.  <To  be  fajfe, 
to  calumniate :  and  ganin  denotes  an  unjuft  man,  or 
a  tyrant.  It  is  a  proverb  with  the  Arabians,  igtdni 
md  gardfta  :  'Gather  what  thou  haft  planted :  or,  Reap 
what  thou  'haft  f own. 

Ib.  'Circumveiitors :  The  Arabic  alludes  to  a  pro- 
verb, viz.  Complofio  circumvent! :  When  one  party, 
though  he  is  deceived  in  the  bargain,  ftrikes  hands 
with  the  other  to  confirm  the  agreement.  To  fuch 
deceitful  methods  our  Author  applies  tonverfa'tion  and 
fraudulent  commerce  of  all  kinds. 

Pag.  72.  Pretences^  &c.  i.  e.  The  diflembier  who 
[Arab.]  mixes  his  lvue:  alluding  to  wine  diluted  with 
water. 

Ib.  Credulous ;  '&c.  Arab.  -He  imagines  I  cannot  dtf- 
cern  hisfilfe  clothing:  i.  e.  His  diffim'ulation. 

Ib.  Familiar  converfe^  &c.  Arab.  Put  on  him -the 
garment  of  one  who  abhors  hh  fdmilitirity.  The  lame 
phrafe  is  ufed  in  -other  refpefts,  viz.  He  yut  on  the 
garment  of  one  going  away  :  i.^e.  He  wfnt  cwoay.  Ht 
put  on  the  garment  of  tie/pair :  i.  -e.  He  was  in  the  ut- 
inoft  defpair.  The  garment  vf  famine,  is-,  extreme  fa- 
mine. To  clothe  with  fafotition,  with  jharn^  with 
blacknefs,  with  trembling,  &c.  we  -know  are  expref- 
fions  frequent  in  the  H.  Scripture. 

Ib.  Oj '  tbcir  yevfons :  Arab.  -Of  -their  eye,  with,  or 
before  the  eye,  and  beyond  the  eyey  are  phraies  denoting 
a  man's  pi-ejence,  or  ahfencc* 

Ib. 
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Ib.  The  morning :  Arab.  The  fon  of  [dhochdi}  the 
fcorching  SUN  :  a  word  that  Ibn  Doreid  applies  to  the 
uneafmefs  of  a  guilty  conscience,  viz.  "  He  who  cafts 
off  ftiame,  or  defpifes  what  is  facred,  treafures  up  to 
his  foul  a  repentance  more  uneafy  than  the  heat  al- 
dhocai,  of  the  fcorching  fun." 

Pag.  73.  Light  fpread,  &c.  Arab.  When  tie  light 
had  clothed  the  air.  Vid.  Not.  above. 

Ib.  Early  crows :  ^he  morning  vigilance  of  the  crow, 
is  ufed  as  a  proverb.  The  expreffion  in  the  original 
is  fomewhat  peculiar,  viz.  I  rofe  not  as  the  morning 
crow :  i.  e.  /  rofe  before  him.  Couragious,  not  as  Alex- 
ander: i.  e.  More  couragious. 

Ib.  Making^  &c.  Arab.  Of  placing  themfehes  on 
my  feat. 

Ib.  Great  or  fmall.  The  Arab,  words  cothron  and 
cotton :  plenty  and  fcarcenefs,  by  way  of  adagy  diftin- 
guilh  things  good  or  bad*  of  the  higheft  or  loweft  value. 

Ib.  To  promote,  &c.  Arab.  That  they  might  Jhake 
their  fruitful  trees  over  them.  A  tree  loaden  with  fruit , 
being  a  favourite  emblem  of  a  rich  man,  among  the 
Arabians. 

Ib.  Enrich  them,  Sec.  Arab.  Overpower,  or  immerfe 
them  in  their  beneficence. 

Ib.  Hofpit able  fires.  A  defcription  of  which  we  have 
from  fV3fi$,  viz,  The  chief  and  principal  men  among 
the  Arabians,  when  the  night  is  fo  dark  that  their  tents 
cannot  be  (ten  by  travellers,  choofe  the  mountain  or  hill 
that  is  near  eft  to  them,  where  they  kindle  a  fire,  and 
give  particular  charge  to  have  it  kept  up>  till  the  morn- 
ing,  as  a  place  of  retirement  for  night -travellers.  Vid. 
AnthoL  vet.  ed.  Scbult.  p. 47 3.  and  Carm.  Togr.  v.  23. 
and  Note  on  Kailanenfjs,  p.  58. 

Pag.  74.  Thf  courfe:  Midmdrm:  properly  figni- 
fies  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  in  which  a  horfe  is  fed 
more  liberally,  that  he  may  grow  fat,  and  after  this 
return  to  his  ufual  allowance,  that  his  fatnefs  may 
wear  off,  and  he  may  appear  outwardly  thinner  and 
(lenderer.  Such  an  horfe  is  called  moddmmiron,  reduced 
to  bjs  old/hape..  The  htppodromus,  or  place  for  race- 
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borfes,  is  likewife  named  midmdron,  and  applied  by  the 
Arabians  to  the  race  of  'virtue:  of  eloquence:  of  muni- 
fcence  :  of  courage :  of  death. 

Ib.  Watchers :  From  lience  we  learn  that  the  Ma- 
hometans, in  imitation  of  the  Jews,  appointed  men 
to  watch  and  give  notice  of  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  moon. 

Ib.  The  day,  &c.  Arab.  Till  the  day  was  worn  out 
with  eld  age :  or,  fill  it  waxed  decrepid  and  expired :  a 
phrafe  common  to  Greeks  and  Latins,  who  fpeak  of 
the  Spring  as  beingj0#«£,  adult ,  and  growing  old.  The 
fame  figure  is  applied  to  praife,  to  fame,  to  for 'tune r, 
&c.  jamquc  mult  a  editajlrage  pug  na  fencfcebat.  Liv.  1.  4. 

Ib.  The  light )  &c.  Arab,  $he  edge  or  border  of  the 
day  was  falling,  or  finking  to  the  weft.  Praceps  in 
vffperam  dies. 

Ib.  Sun  darkened.  Arab.  1 he  fun  appeared in  his  rag- 
ged garments,  viz.  When  the  radiant  veil  of  night, 
with  which  he  was  clothed,  by  the  darknefs  that  gra- 
dually increafed,  was  changed  to  a  tattered,  fordid, 
fackcloth-robe.  Comp.  Rev.  vi.  12.  *Th&  Jun  became 
black  as  fackcloth  of  hair,  viz,  When  obfcured  by 
black  clouds. 

Ib.  Outward  behaviour,  &c.  Arab.  Who  appeared 
outwardly  a  verdant  herb -,  but  within  a  mere  dung-hill : 
proverbially  applied  to  thofe  who  make  fair  and  large 
promifes,  without  any  intention  to  perform  them.  One 
of  Mahomet\  fayings,  by  tradition,  is,  Beware  of  the 
verdant  outfidc  of  dung.  And  being  afked  what  he 
meant  by  it ;  replied,  A  beautiful  young  woman  fprung 
from  evil  parents.  Our  author  Hariri  in  another  place 
fpeaks  in  the  fame  figure,  viz.  Ihe  verdure  of  his  dung 
deceived  me  fo  far  as  to  make  me  enter  into  his  familiar 
acquaintance,  i.  e.  His  feeming-honeft,  liberal  beha- 
viour, &c. 

^ag-  75-  Fabulous  account.  Al-Churaphah :  a  word, 
Tebleb  obferves,  in  every  body's  mouth,  proverbially 
applied  to  all  infignificant  difcourfe,  arid  in  which  there  is 
no  truth :  Such  dijcourfe,  Abulbeka  writes,  as  occafions 
admiration  and  laughter  :  loofe  and  inc  cnji/ient,  like  fruit, 
7  which 
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which  cburipba,  is  cut,  and  divided  into  feveral  parts. 
From  hence  cbardpb,  denotes  weaknefs  of  mind,  and 
al-chdripb,  a  perjon  of  that  Jlamp.  Others  derive  it 
from  one  whofe  name  was  Cburdpba,  who  was  feized 
by  Genii  9  [or  Daemons,  vid.  Akor.  vi.  v.  128]  and 
making  his  efcape  from  them,  related  feveral  flrange 
(lories  concerning  what  had  happened  to  him. 

Ib.  Make  an  atonement,  &:c.  Arab.  Teawwadbow. 
Literally,  Confugerunt,  viz.  ad  Deum  averruncum.  i.  e. 
They  appealed  to  God  in  their  behalf.  Maddballdhi  .- 
Confugium  Dei.  And  Aowdho  ila-lldbi:  confugio  ad 
Deum,  are  folemn  prote Rations  frequently  ufed  by  the 
Arabians:  to  avert  any  divine  judgement :  the  fame 
with,  avertflt  Deus ! 
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ENTITLED 

C     U     F     E     N     S     I 


TH  E  narrative  which  Haritb  the  fon  of  Hemmam 
gives  of  himfelf,  is  as  follows.  Once  in  my  tra- 
vels, when  the  night  to  the  eye  appeared  as  it  were 
with  a  clothing  of  different  colours,  occafioned  by 
the  moon's  mining  with  a  mixture  of  light  and  dark- 
nefs  •,  which  in  comparifon  you  might  refemble  to  a 
filver  amulet ;  I  happened  at  Cufa  to  enter  into  con- 
verfation  with  a  fociety  of  men,  verfed  in  the  politeft 
arts  of  eloquence  :  to  fuch  a  degree  that  even  Sehban 
himfelf  could  not  be  compared  to  them.    Upon  what 
fubject  foever  they  difcourfed,  that  which  they   al- 
ledged  was  fo  profitable  and  worthy  of  remembrance ; 
that  there  was  no  one,  who  gave  the  leaft  due  atten- 
tion, but  mud  receive  confiderable  advantage  from  it. 
So  clear,  and  free,  and  innocent,  that  there  was  no 
neceflity  for  any  caution  to  be  given,  no  fear  of  any 
bad  confequence  arifing  from  it.     In  fhort,  fo  very 
entertaining,  that  inftead  of  creating  jealoufy  in  the 
audience,  it  engaged  them  to  enter  into  the  ftricteft 
bonds  of  unanimity  and  friendmip.     This  night-con- 
verfation  affected  us  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  was 
no  pofTibility  of  withdrawing  from  it,  till  the  light 
of  the  moon  difappeared,  and  we  were  forced  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  power  of  fleep,  notwithftanding  the  mod 
refolute  ftruggles  to  fupport  our  vigilance.     And  no 
fooner  had  the  night  fpread  it's  veil  of  the  thickeft 
darknefs,  and  a  general  nodding  and  (lumbering  pre- 
vailed,  but  from  the  gate  we  heard  a  low,  mur- 
muring 
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muring  voice,  in  found  refembling  the  barking  of  a 
dog  -,  which  was  followed  foon  after  by  a  loud  knock- 
ing at  the  door,  eagerly  requeuing  that  it  might  be 
opened.  To  whom  we  faid,  What  ftranger  is  this  ? 
what    misfortune    hath    happened    to   him,  that  he 
fhould  travel  in  fo  very  dark  a  night,  and  make  this 
a  place  of  refuge  ?  To  which  he  gave  this  anfwer : 
May  bappinefs  this  family  attend, 
From  the  calamities  of  life  fecure  ! 
Tour  days  furviving,  may  you  all  enjoy, 
Guarded  from  injuries  of  m'ry  kind ! 
Compelled  by  darknefs  fpreading  o'er  tbe  night  * 
[Clouds  fly  on  clouds  in  tbickeft  union  joined,] 
A  faualid  traveller,  with  duft  befmear'd, 
Begs  for  refrejhment  from  your  bounteous  dome. 
1*0  tedious  motions  deftind  is  my  life. 
Thefe  with  much  toil  and  labour  I  purfue. 
The  hardjhips  I  endure ',  powerful  andjirong* 
Make  me  an  object  of  uncommon  form. 
Tmfo  contrasted  tbat  my  head  and  feet \ 
*Their  pofture  change,  almoft  in  union  join: 
My  vifage  pale,  like  ttf  horizontal  moon, 
Wbenfcarce  three  days  are  numbered  to  her  age. 
In  my  diftrefs'd  condition  Iprefume 
An  bumble  Jupplicant  /'  approach  your  court. 
No  perfons  in  tbe  univerfe  fo  well  difpos'd, 
Petitions  from  poor  objefts  to  receive! 
Some  tokens  of  your  hofpitality 
An  indigent  petitioner  requefts. 
Tour  kind  reception,  tbo*  your  bounty's  fmatty 
Will  foon  difcover  my  contented  mind. 
To  ev'ry  change  adapted  is  my  tafte  : 
For  fweet  or  bitter  I  am  well  prepared. 
So  far  from  ftlence !  in  tbe  ftrongeft  terms 
Witb  praifeyour  gen'roits  afts  Pll  celebrate. 
After  this  incident,  Harith  Ibn  Hemmam  thus  con- 
tinues his  narrative.     When   by  the  harmony  and 
fweetnefs  of  his  poetry  he  had  engaged  our  affecti- 
ons to  fuch  a  degree,  that  even  our  very  heart  was 
pierced  and  wounded  \  and  when  we  thoroughly  un- 

F  4  derftood 
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derdood  what  power  of  eloquence  he  was  poflefled 
of,  which  flowed  from  him  like  fo  many  fudden 
fhowers  of  rain  from  the  clouds  •,  to  prevent  any 
more  felicitation  we  made  all  the  difpatch  that  was 
pofiible  to  open  the  gate,  and  to  receive  him  with 
the  tendered  expreffions  of  congratulation :  calling 
aloud  to  the  young  man  who  attended  us,  Make 
hade,  make  hade,  without  the  lead  delay,  and  bring 
what  provifion  you  find  is  the  readied  to  be  had.  But 
the  dranger  proteded  by  him  who  conduced  me  to 
your  manfion,  I  am  determined  not  to  tajle  any  of  your 
hofpitable  provijion^  unlefs  you  ablblutely  promife  that 
you  will  give  yourfelves  no  extraordinary  trouble  on 
my  account,  and  not  imagine  you  are  under  any  ne- 
cefilty  of  eating  any  thing,  purely  to  oblige  me,  at 
this  unfeafonable  juncture.  For  to  load  the  domach 
by  frequent  eating,  is  the  occafion  of  much  crudity 
and  choler  :  we  are  therefore  by  an  interdict  forbid 
to  indulge  the  appetite.  And  in  my  opinion,  he  mud 
be  edeemed  the  mod  unwelcome  dranger,  who  gives 
trouble  and  difturbance  to  a  family,  that  favours  him 
with  a  kind  and  generous  reception  :  efpecially  when 
there  arifes  from  it  any  injury  to  the  body,  and  a 
foundation  is  laid  for  feveral  kinds  of  fickndTes  and 
difeafes.  We  mud  not  wonder  then  at  that  common 
proverb,  The  beft  fupper  we  eat,  is  by  day-light.  The 
proper,  and  indeed  the  only  meaning  of  which  is,  to 
be  quick  in  difpatching  our  evening  repad,  and  to 
avoid  regaling  ourfelves  in  the  night  with  fuch  food, 
that  io  far  from  affording  due  nourifhment^  it  pro- 
duces vveaknefs  in  the  eyes,  and  dimnefs  in  our  fight. 
What  you  obferve,  I  proted,  is  much  to  the  purpoie, 
only  with  this  exception  -,  unlefs  one's  bungtr  increafes 
to  exctfs  -,  and  if  not  farisfied,  we  can  enjoy  no  eafe, 
nor  rril .  The  obfervation  that  Haritb  made,  was,  His 
•whole  behaviour  was  fuch  as  if  he  was  refolved  to 
know  the  intimate  fccrets  of  our  mind,  and  thorough- 
ly un.'crjland  which  way  our  inclination  dwelled  us. 
Tncrrfore  without  any  hefitation  we  treated  hirn  in 
{lie  mod  obliging  manner,  gratifying  his  requed, 

agreeing 
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agreeing  to  the  condition  he  propofed  -,  and  exprefT- 
ing  ourfelves  largely  in  commendation  of  that  difpo- 
fition  of  mind,  in  which  nature  had  formed  him.  When 
the  waiter  brought  what  repaft  was  the  readied  to  be 
got,  and  had  lighted  a  candle,  fo  as  that  we  could 
diftinguiih  one  perfon  from  another,  I  fixed  my  eyes 
intenfly  on  the  man,  and  who  mould  he  be  but  Abu- 
zeid  ?  I  then  fpoke  to  my  companions  ;  congratulat- 
ing them  on  the  reception  of  fo  confiderable  a  ftran- 
ger,  or  rather,  fo  rich  a  fpoil.  To  this  name  he  is 
jfaftly  intitfed  ;  for  though  the  heavens  are  now  co- 
vered with  darknefs,  and  that  remarkable  Jlar  is  fet  ; 
yet  to  make  us  amends  the  Jlar  of  poetry  rifes.  And 
though  the  fplendor  of  the  moon  hath  fecreted  and 
concealed  itfelf  in  the  night  -,  yet  we  receive  abun- 
dant fatisfaction  from  the  light  of  that  elegant  profe- 
langitage  with  which  we  are  entertained.  The  refleftion 
that  a  perfon  of  fuch  extraordinary  accomplimments 
had  favoured  them  with  his  prefence,  raifed  in  them 
an  inexpreflible  fervency  of  joy ;  and  SLEEP,  to  whofe 
power  their  eyes  had  fubmitted,  took  her  flight  as 
fwift  as  the  motion  of  a  bird.  As  to  the  eafe  and  reft 
which  they  were  prepared  to  enjoy,  they  now  en- 
tirely abandoned  it  •,  and  refumed  with  much  pleafure 
their  humorous  converfation,  which  for  fome  time 
had  been  filenced.  Abuzeld-  in  the  mean  while  em- 
ployed his  hands  as  quick  as  pofiible  in  the  work  he 
was  engaged,  till  the  whole  mefs  they  had  fet  before 
him  was  entirely  confumed  \  and  he  fignified  to  the 
company  that  the  table,  there  being  no  farther  occa- 
fion  for  it,  might  be  taken  away.  We  then  made  our 
requeft  to  him,  that  he  would  entertain  us  with  a 
fpecimen  of  fome  new  hiftory,  fome  of  his  curious 
and  uncommon  night-difcourfes  :  or  fuch  expeditions 
as  he  had  met  with  in  his  travels,  which  might  appear 
to  us  in  an  unufual  and  extraordinary  light.  To  which 
he  replied,  By  experience  I  can  truly  fay,  that  of  all 
the  wonderful  events  which  men  either  as  fpectators 
have  feen,  or  have  related  as  hiftorians  ;  there  is  one 
thing  very  remarkable  hath  happened,  to  which  this 

very 
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very  night  mine  eyes  were  witnefs,  a  little  before  I 
made  my  addrds  to  you,  ancl  prefumed  to  knock  a$ 
your  gctfes,  We  were  then  very  folicitous  in  defiring 
he  would  give  us  a  narrative  of  the  ftrange  adventure 
which  this  night's-travel  had  produced.  To  this  he 
anfwered  ;  My  motions  have  been  fuch,  that  I  may 
compare  them  to  the  fwift  uncertain  pafiage  of  arj 
arrow,  darted  from  the  bow  without  any  particular 
direction.  Thefe  motions  have  brought  me  as  an  exile 
to  this  country,  labouring  under  extreme  want  and 
poverty  ;  mjferable  to  the  higheft  degree  ;  my  money 
totally  exbaufted.  But  inftead  of  defponding  and  fink- 
ing under  my  burden,  I  determined  to  take  my 
courfe,  even  in  the  filent  night,  when  the  heavens 
were  involved  in  darknefs.  My  feet  for  want  of  fhoes 
fo  tender  and  bruifed,  that  I  was  fcarce  able  to  tread 
the  ground !  my  intention  was  to  find  out,  if  pofiible, 
an  hofpitable  perfon,  who  would  fupply  we  with  pro- 
vifion  :  or  by  my  own  management,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  to  procure,  if  it  was  but  a  cake  or  morfel 
of  bread,  to  fatisfy  my  craving  appetite.  But  not 
fucceeding  in  my  projects,  HUNGER,  like  a  camel- 
driver,  bath  made  me  wander  from  one  circuit  to 
another-,  ancl  FATS,  who  delights  in  fporting  with 
wondrous  events,  [and  for  that  reafon  juftly  entitled 
the  parent  of  miracles]  with  their  united  ftrength  have 
forced  me  from  place  to  place,  till  at  lad  1  took  up 
my  reft  at  the  gate  of  fome  perfon,  though  quite  a 
Granger  to  me  :  where  I  recited  the  following  verfcs : 

Hail  /  to  this  hofpitable  man/ion^  bail  ! 
May  the  inhabitants  with  liberal  hand 
Dijfufe  their  bounteous  ji on -,  like  tender  plants. 
From  which  diftills  con/I  ant  >  refrejhing  juice. 
Behold  a  traveller  in  great  diftreis  ! 
Fatigiid  and  hungry ',  begs  your  frefent  aid : 
Like  meager,  pur-blind  camel,  in  the  night, 
Beating  the  ground  thro*  ft  range ,  uncertain  paths. 
His  bowels  raging  with  an  ardent  flame  ; 
Contracted  Jor  the  want  of  common  food, 

During 
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During  the  courfe  of  two  long  tedious  days, 
No  fingle  morfel  for  his  eager  tafte ! 
fr  aver  s'd  your  country,  tho*  in  different  parts y 
And  yet  no  comfortable  refuge  find. 
In  thickeft  darknefs  all  the  earth's  involv  dy 
Spreading  around  it's  melancholy  /jade. 
Thus  here  in  much  aftonijhment  Iftand* 
Parch'd  like  the  bread  on  red-hot  embers  placed  : 
Or  to  thefick  man's  feverijh  complaint, 
M'  uneafy^  reftlefs  motions  I  compare. 
Is  this  the  manfion  of  a  genrous  foul, 
Where  wearied  pilgrims  for  refreshment  hope? 
Let  me  from  hence  the  pleaftng  voice  receive; 
Throw  down  thy  ftaff,  enter  without  reftraint. 
Ch earful  thy  countenance,  do  tbou  appear 
With  evry  mark  of  hofpitable  joy. 

Having  repeated  thefe  verfes,  the  firft  perfon  that 
preferred  himfelf  to  me,  was  a  little  young  man, 
(who  might  be  compared  to  a  young  flag,  or  a  wild 
calf  brought  up  in  the  woods)  clothed  in  a  linen  gar- 
ment, and  thus  addrefled  himfelf  to  me  : 

By  venerable  Abraham  I '  fwear9 

Parent  of  friendly  hofpitality  : 

The  great  reftorer  of  that  facred  dome, 

Which  beautifies  the  world's  metropolis  ; 

<To  which  religious  pilgrims  have  refort 

From  diftant  climes  to  pay  their  folemn  vows. 

When  an  unfortunate  night -traveller 

In  great  diflrefs  petitions  our  relief  \ 

No  of  her  aid*  but  freely  to  converfe9 

Muft  he  expert,  find  for  his  camels  reft. 

For  entertainment  how  jh all  he  prepare, 

Whofe  eyes  are  dim  for  want  of  ufualjleep  ? 

A  ravenous  ftr anger  how  Jhall  he  fupply^ 

Whofe  very  bones  through  meager  flejh  appear  ? 

If  my  words  deviate  from  the  rules  of  truth  * 

*To  thy  impartial  judgement  Ifubmit. 

To  this  I  replied,  What  fhall  I  do  ?  What  refrefh- 
jnent  am  I  (o  hope  for  in  a  dciblate  manfion,  provid- 
ed 
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ed  with  neither  food  nor  drink  ?  and  what  have  I  to 
expect  from  a  perfon  fo  very  neceflkous,  that  without 
any  impropriety  one  may  call  him  Poverty's  afjbciate. 
But  pray,  young  man,  give  me  leave  to  afk  the  fa- 
vour of  your  name  ?  for  I  muft  confefs,  the  natural 
genius  and  difpofition  you  feem  to  be  poflTefled  of, 
makes  fuch  an  impreflion  as  to  affect  me  with  an  un- 
accountable pafiion  of  uneafmefs.  He,  without  the 
lead  hefitation,  aniwered,  My  name  is  Zeido,  and 
Pbeida  is  my  native  country.  It  is  but  a  little  while 
ago  fince  I  came  into  thefe  parts,  accompanied  with 
my  uncles,  whofe  family  is  defcended  from  thofe  of 
Ebfis.  On  his  mentioning  this,  I  was  very  importu- 
nate to  hear  fome  farther  account  concerning  him, 
applying  the  common  form  of  fpeech,  May  thy  life 
be  preferved  fo  as  to  be  reftored.  He  then  immedi- 
ately proceeded  Ln  his  narration,  and  in  order  to  give 
me  more  particulars  relating  to  himfelf,  he  proceeded 
in  this  manner.  My  mother  Berra^  a  name  that  in- 
timates her  pious  and  religious  difpofition,  gave  me 
this  hiftory  :  viz.  That  in  the  remarkable  year  when 
Mawdna  was  taken  and  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  me 
was  married  to  a  man  of  note  and  diftinguifhed  cha- 
racter, defcended  from  the  principal  family  of  Seru- 
gium  and  Caftan.  But  as  foon  as  he  perceived  me 
was  with  child,  having  by  common  fame  the  cha- 
rafler  of  one  whofe  pleafure  was  to  travel  from  one 
diftant  part  of  the  world  to  another,  he  took  an  op- 
portunity of  privately  withdrawing  himfelf  from  her, 
without  acquainting  herewith  his  intention.  From  that 
time  we  are  entirely  ignorant  what  is  become  of  him  ; 
whether  he  is  flill  alive,  fo  as  that  we  may  have  any 
farther  expectation  of  feeing  him  j  or  whether  he  hath 
made  his  grave  in  fome  folitary  defert.  Thefe  parti- 
cular circumflances  were  no  fooner  mentioned,  than 
they  appeared  to  me,  faid  Abuzeid,  fo  clear,  fo  flrong 
and  evident,  that  of  a  certainty  I  concluded,  this 
mud  be  my  fon.  But  the  mean  and  defpicable  figure 
I  made,  (occafioned  by  the  want  of  provifions,  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  like  an  empty  vefTel  you  might  hear 
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the  wind,  as  it  were,  whifper  through  me)  difcouraged 
me  from  making  myfelf  known  to  him.  For  this 
reafon,  in  oppofition  to  the  tendernefs  of  fatherly  af- 
fection, I  forcibly  withdrew  myfelf ;  though  at  the 
fame  time  the  ditbrder  that  I  iuffered  was  fuch,  that 
every  part  within  me  was  much  injured,  and  mine 
eyes  diicharged  even  floods  of  tears.  Tell  me  now, 
you  that  are  my  hearty,  fmcere  friends,  did  you  ever 
hear  any  thing  more  ftrange  and  unaccountable  than 
this  ?  The  anfwer  we  made  was  with  this  affeveration  : 
No  ;  by  him  in  wbofe  poffejfion  is  the  knowledge  of  the 
book !  If  this  is  the  cafe,  let  me  defire  you  to  enter  it 
as  fuch  into  the  book  of  wonderful  events  :  And  that  it 
may  not  be  forgot,  but  tranfmitted  to  everlafting  me- 
mory, let  it  be  inferted  in  the  middle  of  the  pages  of 
that  book :  for  no  part  in  the  univerfe  is  able  to  pro- 
duce an  inftance  of  any  hiftory  parallel  to  it.  And 
having  ordered  an  inkhorn  with  proper  inftrumenta 
to  be  brought,  we  committed  to  writing  the  whole 
narrative  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame  con- 
nection as  it  was  reported.  The  next  queftion  we 
afked  him,  was,  What  his  real  fentiments  were  in  re- 
gard to  his  fon,  whether  he  was  defirous  of  taking 
him  under  his  immediate  protection?  To  which  he  "re- 
plied, When  my  circumftances  are  in  a  happier  condi- 
tion than  they  are  at  prefenc,  I  (hall  then  be  better 
qualified  to  difcharge  the  duty  of  a  father,  and  to  be 
his  defence  and  protection.  We  then  faid  to  him,  if 
any  reafonable  fum  of  money  would  fatisfy  thee,  we 
are  ready.- to  make  a  collection  immediately.  Strange 
indeed !  he  replied,  mould  I  not  be  eafy  and  con- 
tented with  any  part  of  the  bounty  you  are  pleafed  to 
favour  me  with.  But  was  it  really  of  lefs  value  than 
what  you  intend,  no  one  in  his  fenfes  fhould  refufe 
or  del  pile  it.  Therefore  every  one  of  us  judged  it  ne- 
celTary  to  make  the  diftribution,  to  put  down  in 
writing  the  fum  we  propofed  for  him  •,  and  oblige 
ourfdves  as  flrictly  to  pay  it,  as  if  we  had  given  him 
our  bill  or  bond.  This  was  fo  pleafmg  to  him,  that 
his  gratitude  was  raifed  to  a  very  high  degree,  ex- 

preffing 


94  ASSEMBLIES,  OR, 

prefling  his  obligation  with  all  the  encomiums  ima- 
ginable, and  fetting  forth  our  generous  benefaction 
in  the  fulled  and  moft  magnificent  terms  :   in  terms 
4b  large  and  copious,  that  his  words  were  rather  te- 
dious and  too  prolix  •,  for  we  really  did  not  think  the 
kindnefs  we  had  fhewn  him  delerved  fuch  commen- 
dations. The  difcourfe  that  he  delivered  after  this  was 
fo  elegant  and  entertaining,  adorned  with   all   the 
flowers  of  eloquence,  fet  off  with  iuch  a  beautiful  va- 
riety of  language  •,  that  were  you  to  compare  it  with 
the  rich  and  fplendid  garments  of  jtmama,  fo  curioufly 
wrought,  and  mixed  with  fuch  numbers  of  pleafing 
colours  -,  thefe  were  fo  far  from  being  equal  to  it,  that 
they  muft  appear  to  your  eye  but  very  mean  and 
contemptible.    This  difcourfe  he  continued  till  the 
rays  of  the  fun  appeared,  and  the  morning  began  to 
fpread.  Our  night  was  fpent  with  fo  much  eafe  and 
pleafure,  as  to  be  free  from  all  kind  of  interruption 
whatsoever,  even  till  the  light  itfelf  was  vifible :    fo 
agreeable   was  the  converfation  which  engaged  us, 
before  that  Harbinger  of  the  morning  had  prefented 
himfelf.    No  fooner  had  the  rays  of  the  fun  difperfed 
themfelves,  but  ivitb  a  motion  fwift  as  that  of  a  doe, 
he  ftarted  up,  and  laid,  Come,  imitate  the  birds,  and 
rife  up  quickly,  that  we  may  colled:  the  prefents  of 
our  benefactors,  fo  as  to  be  fatisfied  what  fums  of 
money  we  fhall  pofiefs,  which  we  have  now  the  pro- 
mile  of.    For  indeed  I  muft  confefs  to  you,  Every 
fart  belonging  to  me  is  in  much  diforder  on  account  of 
my  fon,  through  that  tender  love  and  affection  that 
I  bear  towards  him.    Then  I  took  him  by  the  hand, 
and  did  not  let  it  go  till  I  had  difpatched  the  affair 
I  was  engaged  in.     But  having  gathered  up  the  mo- 
ney, and  put  it  into  his  purfe,  the  lines  of  his  fore- 
head fparkled,  and  fliined  like  a  glittering  fword,  or 
a  bright  cloud :  by  which  he  figmfied  the  tranfports 
of  his  joy  •,  expreffing  himfelf  in  thefe  words :  u  May 
thy  reward  be  equal  to  the  merit  of  thy  actions  !    and 
my  earneft  requeft  to  God,  is,  that  be  would  be  pleaf- 
x;d  to  rcfey  rhee  this  kindnels,  which  of  myfelf  I  am 
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not  able  to  do."  To  which  I  anfwered,  My  great  de- 
fire  is,  to  be  one  of  thy  companions  in  travel  -,  the 
reafon  I  have  for  this  requeft  is,  that  I  may  have  the 
pleafure  of  enjoying  not  only  the  prefenrc,  but  the 
agreeable  converfation  of  thy  fon,  a  youth  endowed 
with  the  moll  excellent,  and  amiable  qualities.  Hav- 
ing requefted  of  him  this  favour,  he  looked  upon 
me  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  counte- 
nance, as  a  deceiver  looks  upon  the  man  he  hath  de- 
ceived :  and  burfting  out  into  a  laughter,  fo  loud, 
and  fo  fudden,  that  his  eyes  were  full  of  tears ;  he 
gave  me  this  fpecimen  of  his  poetical  genius : 

1 'be  fun,  when  raised  to  bis  meridian  height , 
Gives  thee  a  profpeft  offome  wat'ry  clouds, 
That  on  the  fur  face  of  the  earth  are  movd. 
But  'tis  a  vapour  only,  tbou  'rt  deceived. 
With  fuch  delufion  my  difcourfe  compare. 
In  terms  fo  obvious  was  my  art  concealed ; 
In  words  fo  plain  and  clear  my  doubts  exprefs'd  -, 
fbat  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  made  me  think 
neir  real  meaning  could  be  misapplied. 
By  the  Supreme  of  heaven  and  earth  1  fwear^ 
I  am  deprived  of  Berra's  tender  love. 
Of  proper  iffue  I  am  deflitute  •, 
No  fon  to  take  the  furname  /  would  give. 
But  yet  I  mufti  I  cannot  but  confefs^ 
That  ftratagems  from  my  invention  formd^ 
Of  various  fcenes>  of  different  degrees , 
ffavt  been  th*  employment  of  my  bufy  life  : 
Not  unpremeditated^  but  produced 
From  all  the  efforts  of  my  art  and  JkilL 
Such  as  the  NARRATIVES  0/Afmaceus, 
Wifb  his  ftrong  ornaments  of  beauteous  profe^ 
Did  never  /hew^  nor  the  poetic  vein, 
That  flowed  fo  fweetly  in  Cumeithus's  ftyle. 
nefe  arts  of  fubtilty^  of  fo  much  ufe. 
As  ready  inftruments  offrejh  fupply 
Vo  ev'ry  changing  incident  of  time, 
With  tti  utmojt  care  Fve  labQufd  to  preferve. 

Should 
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Should  1  defer t  thefe  neceffary  aids  •, 

Were  all  my  aRions  pure  and  innocent  ; 

My  ft  ate  of  life  !  bow  great  would  be  the  change! 

How  deflitute  of  what  I  now  pojfefs  ! 

But  if  I've  fpoke  with  language  not  reftraitfd\ 

If  criminal  my  liberty  of  fpeech  ; 

The  favour  of  excufe  I  muft  defire ; 

Tour  kind  forgivenefs  is  my  ftrong  requeft. 

He  then  bid  me  farewell ;  but  not  without  leav- 
ing fuch  an  imprefiion  on  my  heart,  as  muft  of  ne- 
cefiity  continue  for  a  long  time  before  it  could  be 
removed. 
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PAG.  86.  Amulet:  tawidhon:  a  piece  of  Jilver 
[according  to  Te&leb's  defcription]  made  round 
like  the  moon^  part  of  the  circle  being  hollow,  as  an  iron 
horfe-Jhoe.  This  is  tied  by  a  thread^  and  fajlened  to 
children's  necks  by  way  of  charm.  Some  have  an  infcrip- 
tion  on  them.  Vid.  Not.  on  Aflemb.  IV.  ult. 

Ib.  Cufa :  A  city  of  Babylonian  Irak,  or  Eraky 
which  Seleucus,  furnamed  Nicator,  pofiefied  after  the 
death  of  Alexander.  Vid.  Greg.  Ab.  Phar.  Dynaft. 
p.  98,  and  188. 

Ib.  Vtrftd*  &c.  Arab.  Nurfed  with  the  milk  of 'elo- 
quence. 

Ib.  Sehban^  &c.  Arab.  They  drew  the  cloak  of  ob- 
livion over  Sehban  himfelf.  Sehban^  rather  Sehban 
Wail^  was  efteemed  the  mod  eloquent  of  the  Ara- 
bians :  from  whence  they  fay  of  a  learned  eloquent 
man,  proverbially,  He  draws  the  cloak ,  &c.  i.  c. 
When  he  fpeaks,  we  muft  blot  out  the  memory  of 
Sehban.  To  wear  a  long  robe  hanging  down  to  the 
ancles  denotes  pomp  and  magnificence.  Vid.  Ajfembly 
the  IVth,  at  the  beginning,  where  the  highefl  profpe* 
rity  is  exprefled  by  long  garments  :  confequently,  to 
wear  the  robe  of  eloquence^  is  expreflive  of  a  great  orator. 

Pag.  87.  Barking  of  a  dog  :  Which  Tebleb  explains 
from  a  perfon's  travelling  in  the  night,  and  not  know- 
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ing  what  diftance  he  is  from  any  place  of  reception, 
imitates  the  barking  of  a  dog;  and  if  near  enough  to 
be  heard,  the  dogs  return  the  found.  Thither  he  re- 
tires for  his  night's  accommodation. 

Ib.  Tedious,  &c.  Arab.  I  am  the  brother  of  travel* 
i.  e.  I  am  a  conftant  traveller.  The  brother  of  any 
thing,  Tebleb  faith,  is  that  to  which  any  one  gives 
flricl  attendance. 

Ib.  Horizontal  moon,  not  quite  three  days  old,  is 
called  hlldlon  :  all  the  reft  of  its  time,  kdmaron.  The 
verb  applied  to  her  when  young,  is,  iftdrra,  Jhmes  but 
little :  ib  as  to  let  you  know  her  age.  From  hence 
the  proverb,  His  eye,  fir  ar  oho,  is  bis  discoverer,  i.  e. 
By  his  afpecl  only  you  know  what  is  in  him.  The 
companion  of  our  Poet  here  is  very  elegant :  Aluzeid, 
grown  pale  and  crooked,  refembles  himfelf  to  the 
moon,  when  it  rirft  appears. 

Pag.  88.  What  power  ^  &c.  Arab.  What  force  or 
efficacy  was  concealed  behind  his  thunder.  A  truly  learned 
man,  qualified  to  teach  and  inftruct  others,  is  com- 
pared to  a  cloud  that  difeharges  plenteous  mowers  to 
moiilen  and  make  the  earth  fruitful :  not  like  an 
empty  cloud  that  burfts  with  thunder,  but  produces 
no  rain.  Vid.  Not.  on  Affembly  II.  p.  40. 

Ib.  Conduced  me,  ahdlla-ni.  The  fubftantive  of 
which  is,  an  inn,  or  place  for  the  reception  of  ftran- 
gers.  From  hence  the  Arabians  fay,  fpeaking  of  hu- 
man infirmity,  al-infdno  mahdllo  nifydni  .•  Man  is  the 
inn,  or  feat  of  oblivion. 

Ib.  Tajle  of,  &c.  La  telammdtto :  non  circumlam- 
bam  :  I  will  not  roll,  or  ufe  my  tongue,  to  tafte  any  of 
your  provifions.  And  by  a  metaphor,  to  roll  a  qitef- 
tion  about  the  tongue,  is,  to  exercife  it  fo  as  to  have  it 
always  prepared  for  a  lye. 

Ib.  Frequent,  eating.  The  Arabians  fay,  To  be  fre- 
quently eating  hinders  one's  eating. 

Ib.  Interdict  hdrrdmat :  inter  did  t  quaji  facrum  :  a 
word  elegantly  applied  here  to  moderation  in  eating, 
as  a  matter  of  f acred  and  religious  concern. 

t  Ib. 
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Ib.  Eeft  fupptr,  &c.    Ibn  Dcreid  in  an  humourous 
manner,  writes, 

I  fee,  al-ifha,  dimiiefs^  in  the  eye, 

Appear  frequently  min-al-ajhai^  after  fupper. 

Ib.  One9 s  hunger -,  &c,  Arab.  Unlefs  the  f  re  of  hunger 
burns  to  a  great  degree. 


Furit  ardor  edendi 


Perque  avidas  fauces ,  immenfaque  vifcera  regnat. 

Ovid.  Metam.  8. 

Ib.  Underftand,  &c.  Arab.  To  throw  the  dart  at  our 
mind  from  the  low  [kiddtina~\  of  our  purpofe^  or  inten- 
tion, i.  e.  To  know  how  we  flood  affedted.  Kiddton 
is  a  word  applied  by  the  Mahometans  to  an  orthodox 
faith.  An  heretic,  they  fay,  does  not  dart  from  the 
bow  of  faith :  and  he  who  does  fo,  is  fpoken  of  as 
agreeing  with  you  both  in  religious  and  civil  concerns. 

Pag.  89.  Difpojition  of  mind.  Arab.  Cholokon :  A 
temper  polijhed^  from  chdlaka,  to  form,  orjbape.  A 
great  genius^  formed  for  every  virtue ^  is  exprefied  by 
chblokon  adimon :  Alcor.  c.  Ixviii.  5.  To  chblokon  our 
Author  adds  faltin^  elegantly  comparing  a  good  dif- 
pofition  to  what  \sftraigbt  and  even.  From  hence  the 
Arabians  fay,  a  generous  man  is  fabton^  Jlraight  in  his 
hands :  i.  e.  His  hand  is  always  ftretched  out  to  mew 
his  liberality.  On  the  contrary,  a  covetous  churl  has 
crooked  hands  or  fingers :  i.  e.  He  is  fo  clofe-fifted,  that 
he  will  not  open  his  hand  for  any  charitable  purpofe. 

Ib.  Rich  a  fpoil :  What  the  Arabians  call  al-mdg- 
namo-Mrido  :  prxda  frigida :  A  fpoil  that  is  gained 
without  oppofition,  taken  in  war  without  any  engage- 
ment, or  the  lofs  of  blood. 

Ib.  Remarkable  ft ar :  Kdmaro-Jhira :  luna  Sirit^  viz: 
Luna  qu<e  Sirio  vicina  eft :  Theftar  of  poetry  :  Kamaro- 
*Jhiri ;  luna  carminis :  The  poetical  ftar,  viz..  dbu-zeid. 
You  obferve  here  the  paronomofia,  too  tenacioufly  af- 
fected by  the  Arabian  Poets. 

Ib.  Light  of  profe  language :  The  Author  continues 
his  figurative  exprefiiqns,  as  if  Abu-ztid'$  common 

c  2  difcourfe 
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difcourfe  was  fo  excellent,  as  to  want  no  luminary  to 
recommend  it:  and  as  the  moon  gives  light  to  a- 
dark  night,  fo  does  his  language  to  a  clouded  under- 
ftanding. 

Ib;  Abandoned^  &c.  Rdfadow.  The  force  of  which 
word  implies,  Tbey  let  it  take  ifs  own  courfe,  like  camels 
that  are  -permitted  to  wander  without  reftraint. 

Ib.  Refumed,  &c.  The  Arab,  literally  is,  That  hu- 
mourous converfation  which  they  had  font  up,  they  again 
unfolded.  A  phrafe  applied  to  the  freedom  of  dif- 
courfe, reiembling  thole  Eaflern  tapeftry  carpets, 
when  expanded  and  fpread  out :  in  oppofition  to  nar- 
row and  contracted  language,  compared  to  carpets 
rolled  up  and  folded.  Thus  we  read  in  the  hiilory  of 
Timur,  exprefled  in  the  fublime  Eaftern  ftyle,  "  The 
hangings  of  the  fecrets  being  removed,  or,  Tamer/an, 
by  Ahmed  Ben  Arab/iades,  publifhed  in  Arabic  by  Go- 
lius,  p.  9.  Imtdddo  lilbdfli  bifdton:  The  carpet  was 
fpread  for  familiar  conversation"  P.  256,  "  On  a  day 
of  publick  rejoicing,  be  folded,  orjbut  up  the  carpet 
of  whatever  might  obftruct  their  joy,  and  expanded, 
or  fpread  the  carpet  of  wine  and  mufic."  P.  197, 
"  They  fpread  the  carpet  of  difcourfe :  i.  e.  Their  dif- 
courfe was  free  and  open."  P.  42 1,  "  He  folded  up 
the  carpet  of  humanity:  i.  e.  His  behaviour  was  rough 
and  churlim."  The  Arabians  fay  proverbially,  Lovc9 
when  folded^  continues  longer  than  when  expanded :  the 
fame  with,  Too  much  familiarity  breeds  contempt. 

Pag.  90.  My  money,  &c.  Arab.  My  purfe  refemlles 
the  heart  of  Mofes's  mother.  A  proverbial  exprellibn, 
alluding  to  a  paflage  in  the  Alcoran,  ch.  xxviii.  10. 
where  it  is  mentioned,  when  Pharaoh  was  difputing 
whether  he  mould  kill  Mofes,  and  was  diffuaded  from 
it,  "  The  heart  of  Moles's  mother  became  phdrigan> 
vacuum.  Which  fome  interpret  to  a  good  fenfe,  as 
free  from,  trouble  and  anxiety.  Others,  to  a  bad  one, 
viz.  void,  or  empty,  through  fear  and  ftupor,  even  tv 
defpair.  This  latter  fenfe  Hariri  applies  to  himfelf,  as 
ddpairing  of  relief. 

Jb. 
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Ib.  Darknefs:  Dojan:  Such  as  covers  or  involves 
the  night  in  great  obfcurity.  The  Mahometans  apply 
this  word  to  their  religion  :  as  if  it  was  To  extenfive, 
that  by  way  of  proverb,  they  fay,  Ddja-'l-i/ldmo  toll* 
Jhdiin  :  coop  fruit  omnia  ijlamifmus :  It  prevails  fo  much 
as  to  meet  with  no  obftruftion. 

Ib.  Traveller.  Arab.  Son  of  a  journey,  or,  the  way : 
[vid.  Ch.  Comt.  on  Job  v.  7.]  fo  called,  as  Tebleb 
writes,  Becaufe  people  have  no  other  knowledge  of  him, 
than  that  he  is  a  traveller.  Terr*  filius^  among  the 
Latins,  bears  the  fame  character.  To  this  purpofe  is 
the  Arabian  Mnlgma ;  intimating  that  he  whofe  life 
is  {pent  in  continually  moving  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther, is  not  able  to  give  an  account  of  his  birth  or 
parents  from  whence  he  defcended,  viz. 

By  revelation  in  the  Alcoran, 
An  unbegotten  race  of  men  we  find: 
Some  that  are  very  far  advanced  in  years  : 
Others  adorn' d  with  all  the  bloom  of  youth. 

Ib.  In  great  diftrefs,  mbrmilon:  reduced  to  a  fand. 
i.  e.  So  deftitute  of  provifions,  that  he  hath  not  a 
morfel  left  fo  big  as  a  fand.  From  hence  Tebleb)  ac- 
cording to  Abulbeka,  obferves,  that  a  man  who  hath 
loft  his  wife,  is  called  armal :  and  a  woman  that  has 
loft  her  hufband,  armalat :  being  by  fuch  lofs  reduced 
to  poverty. 

Ib.  Meager  camel :  mdwon.  Fatigued  with  travel- 
ling, fo  as  to  be  all  in  rags. 

Ib.  In  the  night :  Arab.  Beating  the  ground  with 
his  feet,  like  a  camel  in  the  night,  not  knowing 
which  way  to  move.  From  hence  the  proverb :  As 
the  pur -blind  camel  beats  the  ground.  Applied  to  a 
perfon  bewildered  in  the  night,  and  in  wrath  beating 
the  ground  with  his  feet,  uncertain  which  way  to  fleer 
his  courfe.  In  the  night^  is  exprefs'd  in  Arab,  by  an 
adjective  formed  from  the  fubftantive,  viz.  Lailon  dl- 
yalo :  vox  nottofijjima.  Thus  we  read,  Rom.  vii.  13. 
xa£'  u7Tfp(3oA»]v  a^frstpTpAof  n  apoigTwJin  exceeding  Jinful. 

c  3  Pag, 
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Pag.  91.  Spreading,  &c.  The  Arabic  here  very 
beautifully  compares  darkncfs  to  a  bird  letting  down 
it's  wings  hovering  over  the  earth.  The  original  ex- 
prefles  it  by  the  wing  of  darknefs  inclining.  From 
hence  the  Poet  in  IJamafa : 

The  night  appears  extremely  dark. 
When  both  her  feat  her*  divings  hang  down, 

Ib.  The  manfton,  &c.  Arab.  In  this  houfe  is  there 
a  receptacle  of  fweet  water?  i.  e.  "  Is  there  here  a 
man  of  ib  much  liberality  and  munificence,  poffeffed 
of  fweet  waters  for  fuch  as  feek  refreshment  ?" 

Ib.  Throw  down  thy  ftaff.  Applied  to  one  who  finds; 
reft  in  his  travels :  and  to  him  whofe  affairs  are  regu- 
lated and  well  difpofed.  Mild  with  his  ftaff.,  is  the  fame* 
as  adminiftring  juftice  in  mercy  :  or,  as  a/hepherd  who 
gently  drives  his  fock.  On  the  contrary,  weak  in  his 
ftaff,  he  who  takes  but  little  care  of  them.  Cruel  with 
bis  ftaff,  denotes  a  rigid  governor,  or  tyrant.  Splitting 
of  the  ftaff,  is  difcord.  Breaking  it,  the  cafting  away 
of  care.  To  depart  from  true  religion,  is,  to  break  it's 
ftaff.  To  break  the  ftaff  of  Mojlemen,  is,  to  feparate 
from  them. 

Ib.  By  venerable  Abraham.  Arab.  By  the  reverence 
of  al-Jhaich :  the  old  man :  Abraham  emphatically  fo 
called,  though  a  name  given  not  only  to  men  advanced 
in  age,  but  to  fuch  as  are  ditlinguimed  by  their  learn- 
ing, power,  piety,  &c. 

Ib.  Sacred  dome,  or  temple  of  Mecca ;  which  by 
our  Poet  is  entitled  metropolis  of  the  world.  The  Ma- 
hometans have  a  tradition  that  this  temple  was  built 
leveral  ages  before  Mahomet.  Some  fay  it  was  deftroyed 
by  the  flood  ;  others,  that  it  was  carried  up  to  heaven 
during  the  flood ;  was  reitored  by  Abraham,  and  pre- 
ferved  to  the  time  of  Mahomet.  Vid.  Alcor.  ch.  ii.  v. 
128.  Edit.  Marrac.  Dav.  Mill.  DiJJert.  10.  §.  u. 
Salis  Prelim.  Difc.  to  tranflation  of  Cor.  p.  114. 

Ib.  Whofe  bones,  &c.  Arab.  His  bones  for  want  of 
flefh  appear  as  if  dnbora>  be  was  chipped  with  an 
hatchet.  \  gave  the  bow  to  Barijaha ;  it's  hewer ;  is 

a  pro- 
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a  proverb,  viz .  /  reft  or  ed  the  goods  to  their  right  owner. 
The  Arabians,  fpeaking  of  an  old  man  whole  troubles 
are  multiplied,  lay,  "  Troubles  have  hewed  him"  The 
fame  phrafe  they  apply  to  calamities  of  any  kind.  For 
inftance,  *'  Misfortunes  and  time  have  hewed  his  hair  :" 
i.  e.  Have  wafted  his  plenteous  fortunes,  and  left  him 
noneof  his  thick  and  well-compared  plumes  remaining. 

Pag.  92.  Pbtida:  A  town  fituated  between  Mecca 
and  Bagdad. 

Ib.  Form,  viz.  Ifhta  wa-noijhta :  Live  and  be  rt- 
ftored:  of  the  fame  force  with  what  the  Arabians  fay, 
Naa/hca-l-ldho :  God  raift  thee  up,  viz.  from  thy  po- 
verty to  a  happier  fiate ! 

Ib.  Mawdna ;  A  place,  or  as  others,  a  town  in  the 
way  to  Mecca.  Serugium  :  Vid.  Not.  ult.  on  Ajjemb.  I. 
Gaffan:  Vid.  Not.  p.  32.  on  AJJemb.  II. 

Pag.  93.  The  book)  &c.  He  is  fnppofed  to  refer 
either  to  the  Alcoran,  or  the  table  of  God's  decrees.  Vid. 
Alcor.  ch.  vi.  v.  37.  viz.  Ma  fardtna  fi-l-citabi,  &c. 
We  have  omitted  nothing  in  the  book :  i,  e.  In  thepre- 
ferved  table,  in  which  is  recorded  whatever  hath  or 
mall  come  to  pafs  in  the  world.  Abfolute  predeftina- 
tion  with  regard  to  this  prefent  as  well  as  future  life 
being  the  dodtrine  of  Mahometans  in  the  ftricteft  fenfe : 
a  doctrine  that  Mahomet  made  great  ufe  of  in  his  fur- 
prizing  conquefts.  Vid.  Sale's  Prelim.  Difc.  to  Cor. 
p.  64  and  103. 

Ib.  Wonderful  events:  Referring,  it  is  fuppofed, 
to  a  book  with  that  title. 

Ib.  In  the  middle,  &c.  Arab.  In  ventribus  [awrakin\ 
foiiorum :  In  the  middle  of  tbofe  leaves  or  pages :  alluding 
to  the  cuftom  of  writing  on  leaves  of  trees,  before  the 
invention  of  paper.  Wdrakon,  the  fingular  of  awrd- 
kon,  fignifying  a  leaf  and  paper.  Both  which  the  Poet 
Nawabig  includes  in  thefe  verfes : 

No  fruit  that  ripens  when  [warakon]  the  leaf  is  green, 
With  greater  beauty  to  the  eye  appears, 
Than  th'  Author's  ftile,  with  utmoft  pleafure  read, 
When  on  white  [wdrakon]  paper  carefully  infcrib'd. 

c  4  Ib- 
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Ib.  My  eircumftancesy  &c.  Arab.  When  the  flew e  of 
wry  garment  is  heavier,  the  education  of  my  fon  will  be 
lighter.  His  back  is  heavy  leaden,  and  on  the  contrary, 
his  burden  is  light ;  are  phrafes,  intimating  either  a 
perfon's  numerous  family,  or,  his  fmall  number  of  do- 
me/ties. 

Ib.  Writing:  Kit  ton  :  A  libel,  or  declaration  in  law 
of  a  debt  that  is  contracted.  The  fen  fence  of  a  Judge  : 
an  injlrument  of  donation.  Alcor.  ch.  xxxviii.  v.  17. 
Haften  kittana,  our  fentence,  or  portion,  before  the 
day  of  account :  i.  e.  The  day  of  judgement, 

.Pag.  94.  Difcourfe.  The  Arabic  here  compares  his 
language  to  a  beautiful  picture  •,  but  yet  far  exceeding 
all  the  art  of  the  Painter.  So  ornamental,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Jemama,  remarkable  for  making  the 
mod  curious  and  variegated  garments,  were  not  equal 
to  him. 

Ib.  Jemama,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  is,  Arabia  Felix* 
being  the  beft  and  fined  ofthofe  five  parts,  into  which 
the  whole  country  is  divided.  Vid.  Geograph.  Index 
to  the  life  of  Saladin,  by  Schultens. 

Ib.  Light  vifibk.  Arab.  Till  the  black  hairs  of  the 
right  waxed  white. 

Ib.  Harbinger,  &c.  Arab.  7  be  column  of  the  morn- 
ing broke  forth. 

Ib.  Rays  of  the  fun.  Arab.  Horn  of  the  fawn.  A 
phrafe  in  the  Eaft,  fignifying  the  rifing  of  the  fun, 
Horn  being  the  fame  with  radiant  light :  becaufe,  fay 
the  Arabians,  As  rays  dart  from  the  heavens,  fo  does 
the  bright  colour  of  does  mine  from  the  tops  of  moun- 
tains. A  doe  is  one  of  the  names  they  afcribe  to  the 
fun.  Thus  the  Poet : 

The  Doe  that  fiines  with  brightcjl  rays 

T*  illuminate  the  day  -, 
Is  much  inferior  to  the  charms 

Of  Female* s  beauteous  face. 
For  /he  with  all  her  fplendor  fets 

In  dark  obfcurity  : 
But  this  appears  without  eclipfe, 

By  day  and  night  the  fame. 
Vid.  Not.  on  Traveller,  v.  29.  The 
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nofe  of  tie  fun  fneezed  to  me  -,  is  proverbially  ap- 
plied to  the  appearance  of  the  morning,  or  the  rifing  of 
the  fun.  From  what  is  premifed,  confider  the  title  to 
Pfal  xxii.  viz.  Aijeletb  ha-Jhachar :  cerva  matutina  :  the 
morning-hind :  compared  withCtffl///.  viii.  ult.  "  Make 
hade,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like  to  a  roe,  or  to  a 
young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of  fpices." 

Ib.  With  a  motion,  &c.  Arab.  He  danced  the  dance 
cf  a  doe. 

Ib.  Every  parti  &c.  Arab.  My  liver  (my  inward 
parts)  are  all  on  a  float,  founding  within  me  in  the  fame 
wanner  with  that  ncife  which  a  Pemale  makes  in  her 
throat  on  account  of  her  young. 

Ib.  Took  him  by  the  hand,  Arab.  I  join' d  myjide^  or, 
rather,  my  wing  to  his :  the  fame  as,  /  went  with  him 
hand  in  hand.  The  wing  and  the  hand,  being  fynoni- 
mous  terms. 

Ib.  Equal  to,  &c.  Arab.  May  thy  reward  be  equal 
to  the  motions  kadamtca,  of  thy  feet.  He  who  moves 
towards  another,  with  a  right  foot,  is  equivalent  to 
one  who  treats  him  with  a  virtuous  and  ingenuous 
mind.  Sure  footed,  intimates  a  man  G£ Jkiil  and  under- 
Jlanding  :  and  a  friend  of  long  continuance. 

Ib.  <Ihat  God  would  repay.  Arab.  That  he  would 
be  my  chdlipha,  vicar,  or  jucceffor.  From  hence  the 
Arabians,  by  way  of  coniblation  to  a  perfon  in  diftrefs, 
fay,  May  God  be  to  thee  cbalipba,  vicarius,  inftead  of 
a  father ! 

Pag.  95.  Pull  of  tears:  Tegargerat :  gargarizavit 
uterque  oculus :  i.  e.  His  eyes  flowing  with  tears,  made 
the  fame  noiie  with  that  of  agargarifm,  when  you 
gargle  the  mouth  or  throat. 

Ib.  Watery  clouds:  Sarabon.  A  fpecies  of  water 
that  at  noon-day  appears  in  barren,  fandy  fields,  as  if 
it  was  real  water  -,  but  foon  paries  away  as  a  vapour' 
only. 

Ib.  With  fuch  delujton,  &c.  Arab.  Raw  ait  o :  I  have 
propofed^  literally,  watered  my  difcourfe.  He  aims  at 
the  profpect  of  fardb,  the  appearance  of  water,  is  an 
adagy,  fignifying  the  folly  of  one  who  is  fatisfied 

with 
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with  the  outward  Ihew  of  a  thing,  and  not  entering 
into  the  merit  of  it  Compare  Ifai.  xxxv.  7.  ba- 
faarab :  the  parched  ground  (hall  become  a  pool.  A 
(hew,  or  appearance  of  water  in  the  defert,  invites  a 
thidly  traveller  •,  but  coming  near  it,  he  is  ienfible  of 
his  error ;  for  it  foon  vanifhes  away.  To  this  failure 
are  refembled  the  tranfitory  affairs  of  the  world  ;  which 
however  plaufible  and  engaging  in  profpect,  the  event 
difcovers  the  vanity  of  our  imagination.  Vid.  Adag. 
Arab.  55.  Got.  ed. 

Ib.  Berra:  Signifies  a  beneficent,  kind  mother. 

Ib.  Surname:  Iftanaito :  cm  cognomen  dare  poffum  : 
it  being  ufual  with  the  Arabians  to  add  a  name  to 
their  fons  befides  that  of  their  fathers.  Vid.  Pref.  to 
the  Traveller.  From  the  fame  radix,  viz.  cdna*  is 
wn-ivaton,  a  metonymy*  when  we  fpeak  of  a  thing  by  a 
name  different  from  its  common  one. 

Ib.  Afmaceus-Cumeithus^  Men  remarkable  for  their 
competitions :  the  one  excelling  in  profe  i  the  other  in 
poetry. 

Pag.  96,  Leaving*  &c.  Arab.  Depofiting*  or  fixing 
en  my  heart  (gamr a-' l-gdda)  fierce  burning  coals  :  a  pro- 
verbial form,  fignifying  the  great  anxiety  any  one  la- 
hours  under.  Gadan,  is  the  name  of  a  tree,,  the 
wood  of  which  produces  the  molt  lively  burning  coals. 
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ENTITLED 

MARAGENSIS, 


TTARITH  Ibn  Hemwam  in  one  of  his   narratives 
JLjL   gives  us  the  following  account  of  himfelf,  lay- 
ing :  At  Maraga  I  once  happened  to  be  prefent  where 
there  was  a  felect  company  of  learned  men,  realbn- 
ing  and  difputing  about  the    fubject   of  eloquence. 
One  thing  I  obferved,  in  which  the  moft  accompli/bed 
fcholars  among  them  mutually  agreed  :  viz.  That  to 
the  beft  of  their  knowledge  there  was  not  one  man 
furviving,  who  had  the  talent  of  making  extempore  ver- 
fes  :  and  of  altering  them,   fo  as  that  they  might  be 
agreeable  in  every  refpect  to  his  own  will  and  plea- 
fure.    Neither  had  their  learned  anceftors  any  perlbn 
to  fucceed  them,  who  was  able  to  open  a  new  and 
undifcovered  way  of  inftruction  ;  or  to  form  fuch  a 
differtation  as  before  had  not  been  attempted.    For  in- 
fiance,    do  but  confider  the  beft  and  moft  admired 
writers  of  this  age,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  matters  of 
the  ricbeft  talents  of  eloquence ;  and  compare  them  with 
the  learned  men  of  ancient  times  :  they  will,  I  am 
perfuaded,  appear  in  a  degree  far  inferior  to  them  -, 
nay,  though  you  efteem  them  to  be  as  eloquent  even 
as  Sehban  WajiL  In  this  affembly  there  was  a  man  of 
an    advanced   age,    fitting  in    a   corner,  among  the 
crowd  who  had  gathered  together,  like  a  number  of 
clients  or  domeftics  that  waited  for  protection.  When- 
ever he  perceived  that  the  men  behaved  in  a  rude,  in- 
decent manner,  either  in  fpeaking  or  in  acting  •,  be- 
ing too  ready,  from  the  little  ftock  of  learning  they 
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had  treafured  up,  to  declare  fome  fentences  that  were 
proper,  but  others  of  a  contrary  nature  ;  he  contract- 
ed his  eye- brows,  he  curled  his  nofe,  and  with  a 
profound  ftlence  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  in  fuch 
a  pofture  as  if  he  was  ready  to  Jlretch  out  Us  arms  : 
drawing  his  body  into  a  narrow  compafs  as  a  ca- 
mel, or  an  horfe  does,  before  he  begins  his  courfe, 
that  he  may  take  larger  fteps.  You  may  likewife 
compare  him  to  a  darter,  who  is  fome  time  in  pre- 
paring his  bow-firing,  that  his  arrows  may  have  a 
readier  pafiage.  To  a  lion,  or  any  other  animal  that 
lies  down  in  a  couching  pofture,  defirous  and  eager 
to  purfue  his  prey.  But  when  the  company  had  left 
off  difputing)  and  recovered  their  fedate  thoughts,  af- 
ter the  tumult:  which  was  occafioned  by  their  ani mod- 
ties  had  ceafed  •,  fixing  his  eyes  intenfly  on  them,  he 
add  relied  himielf  to  them  in  thefe  words  :  If  you  are 
defirous  of  knowing  my  fentiments,  I  muft  freely  de- 
clare, the  fubject  you  have  been  debating  is  of  a  dif- 
ficult nature.  And  inftead  of  adhering  to  what  indeed 
is  juftice  and  equity  •,  you  have  deviated  very  much 
from  both.  For  what  is  the  refult  of  your  difcourie  ?  It 
is  this  :  Your  praiies  and  encomiums  have  been  en- 
larged in  celebrating  dead  writers^  who  had  no  fpirit 
nor  vigour  of  eloquence  to  recommend  them.  And 
lb  immoderady  prejudiced  have  you  fhewn  your  in- 
clinations towards  them,  that  in  the  mod  ingrateful 
manner  you  have  brought  low,  you  have  reviled,  you 
have  thrown  contempt  on  the  men  of  your  own  age. 
Men,  who  are  allied  to  you  by  birth,  and  with  whom 
you  are  connected  by  all  the  bonds  of  love  and  fa- 
miliar acquaintance.  You,  who  make  fuch  large  pre- 
tences to  pure  learning,  and  refined  eloquence  !  You, 
who  would  be  efteemed  mafiers  of  the  moft  perfett 
jihncc  !  What  new  invention  have  the  young  geniuSs 
been  able  to  produce  ?  and  in  what  fingle  point  of 
literature  hath  this  prefent  generation  exceeded  thofe 
of  old  time  ?  Do  thefe  men  explain  and  interpret 
the  icnfe  of  any  difficult  fubjccl:,  in  a  clearer  and  more, 
fignificant  ftyle  ?'.  Are  the.  tropes  and  figures,  that 
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they  ufe  in  their  compofitions  fet  off  and  embellifh- 
ed  with  more  fweetnefs,  and  more  agieeable  enter- 
tainment ?  Are  the  treatifes  they  have  publifhed,  a- 
dorned  with  more  pleafing  and  exquifite  beauties  ? 
Or  the  poetry  they  have  written,  with  thoughts  more 
lofty  and  lublime  than  thofe  of  ancient  poets  ?  But 
to  confider  things  in  a  proper  manner ;  let  me  put 
this  queftion  :  Was  the  fenfe  and  underftanding  of 
our  predecefibrs  fuperior  in  any  refpect,  to  that  of 
the  vulgar  and  common  herd  of  mankind  ^  from  which 
nothing  could  be  produced  that  was  either  fublime  or 
elegant  ?  they  have  indeed  been  celebrated  as  men  of 
high  merit,  and  worthy  to  be  imitated,  becaufe  of 
their  fuperiority  in  age  :  but  not  on  account  of  any 
excellency  to  which  they  had  a  real  andjuft  title.  One 
thing  with  regard  to  the  prefent  times,  I  am  well  fa- 
tisfied  of,  that  the  chief  and  principal  intention  of  a 
perfon  who  undertakes  to  write  poetry,  is,  that  his 
compofition  may  be  formed  io  as  to  fhine  like  feveral. 
flowers  differently  variegated.  When  he  would  de- 
icribe  any  fubject  by  way  of  metaphor,  he  takes  as 
much  pains  to  change  and  diverfify  his  words,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Jemama  do,  in  mixing  the  colours  of 
their  garments.  If  his  thoughts  are  employed  in  mak- 
ing fome  new  difcovery,  the  produce  (hall  be  of  more 
i importance  than  what  he  expected.  In  labouring  to 
make  the  fenfe  of  his  orations  ftrong  and  compendi- 
ous i  they  appear  fo  weak  and  imperfect,  that  no 
one  is  defirous  of  imitating  them.  When  he  would 
diftinguifh  himielf  by  fome  extempore  performance-, 
inftead  of  meriting  applauie,  you  rather  wonder,  and 
are  aftonifhed  at  his  impudence.  And  if  he  attempts 
any  thing  unufual,  which  hath  not  been  Ib  much  as 
heard  of  •,  all  his  efforts  prove  languid  and  feeble. 

After  thefe  reflections,  a  certain  perfon  who  pre- 
fided  in  the  council,  to  whom  the  utmoft  refpect  was 
paid  as  the  'principal^  of  the  higheft  quality  of  this  af- 
lembly,  made  this  reply  :  Who  is  this  man  thac 
takes  upon  him  to  difcover  andfofoe  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulties, exerting  his  authority  in  fuch  an  arbitrary, 
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heroic  ftyle  ?  To  which  he  anfwered,  I  am  the  man 
who  hath  delivered  himfelf  with  that  freedom  \  pre- 
pared to  enter  the  ftage,  and  engage  with  thee  in  the 
jharpefl  combat.  And  if  thy  inclination  prompts  thee, 
give  the  challenge,  provoke,  call  upon,  contend  with 
him.  He  is  ready  in  every  circumflance  to  make  thee 
full  fatisfaftion.  The  anfwer  made  to  this  was,  You 
are  to  confider,  Sir,  that  in  our  country  we  know  the 
nature  of  birds  fo  well,  as  not  to  fet  the  fame  value 
on  the  worjl  fpecies  ofkites^  that  we  do  on  the  vultur^ 
or  the  eagh.  Neither  are  we  fo  ftupid  but  we  can  rea- 
dily diitinguifh  fragments  of  filver  from  pebble  ftones. 
And  indeed  as  there  are  very  few,  whofe  circumftan- 
ces  have  been  mean  and  calamitous,  that  have  been 
ratfed  to  any  eminent  Ration  of  dignity  and  honour  : 
fo  thofe  who  have  Jignalized  themfelves  by  their  heroic 
exploit?,  have  not  encouraged  others  to  imitate  them-, 
but  inftead  of  that,  would  be  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confufwn,  even  at  the  fight  of  a  deftroying  enemy. 
Let  me  then  advife  thee  not  to  make  thyfelf  ob- 
noxious to  cenfure,  nor  to  expofe  thy  reputation  to 
one  who  is  able  to  detect  and  make  public  the  weak- 
nefs  of  thy  underftanding.     And  when  thou  art  in- 
ftrucled  by  a  candid  monitor,  inftead  of  Ihewing  the 
Jeaft  averfion,  hear  him  with  the  ftrongeft  attention. 
All  the  anfwer  lie  made  to  this,  was,  It  is  incumbent 
on  every  man  to  know  the  ftrength  of  his  own  genius. 
But  it  will  not  be  long  before  thefe  difficult  points  be 
made  clear  and  obvious. 

After  this  the  aflembly  entered  into  a  very  deep 
confultation,  what  method  they  (hould  take  to  fatisfy 
themfelves  of  the  depth  of  this  man's  underftanding ;  and 
ro  know,  from  the  ftrideft  and  moft  accurate  exami- 
nation, by  what  means  he  had  attained  to  that  fa- 
culty of  exprefling  himfelf,  in  fo  eafy  and  ready  a 
manner.  This  confultation  being  ended,  one  of  tl)e 
company  faid,  Deliver  him  up  to  me,  that  I  may 
take  my  chance,  and  try  if  I  cannot  undertake  the 
fame  weighty  and  difficult  conflict,  in  which  I  was 
once  engaged.  A  conflict  of  the  moft  intricate  na- 
ture j 
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ture ;  the  defign  of  which  was,  Ti?  open  the  brighteft 
vein  of  wit  and  judgement ;  and  to  difplay  in  the 
mod  expeditious  way,  all  the  elegancy  and  beauty  of 
language.  They  then  readily  complied,  and  entrufted 
to  him  the  whole  management  of  this  affair,  and  gave 
him  equal  power  with  that  which  the  Chawdrigi  con- 
ferred on  Abu  Naama.  No  iboner  did  they  content  to 
his  propofal,  but  he  immediately  directed  himfelf  and 
his  difcourfe  to  this  old  man,  who  prefided  in  the  af- 
iembly  \  and  faid  :  As  I  am  ib  fortunate  to  aflbciate 
with  one  who  is  the  principal  man  of  the  company,  I 
fhall  be  very  careful  how  I  exprefs  myfelf  •,  and  as 
folicitous  in  embelliming  my  words,  and  letting  them 
off  to  advantage,  as  a  woman  is  in  appearing  with 
all  her  jewels  and  fplendid  ornaments. 

In  the  city  which  I  inhabited,  when  my  family  was 
fmall,  1  was  able  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupport  myfelf 
with  the  income  I  was  poffefled  of.  But  as  they  in- 
creafed  and  became  more  numerous^  and  my  Jubjlance 
was  exhauded,  I  left  my  own  country,  and  applied 
myfelf  to  one  with  the  higheft  expectation  of  having 
a  fupply  for  my  great  neceffity.  He,  I  mud  confefs, 
received  me  with  the  utmoit  alacrity  and  benevolence 
imaginable  ;  and  at  all  times  and  featbns  I  was  fure 
of  a  ready  affiftance:  I  then  made  my  requeft  to  him 
that  he  would  permit  me  to  return  to  the  place  from 
whence  I  came,  as  I  had  met  with  fuch  chearful  re- 
ception^  and  ib  much  generous  treatment.  But  to  this 
lie  replied,  It  is  my  full  and  determined  reiblution  by 
no  means  to  difmils  thee,  furnifhed  with  provifions 
and  what  elle  is  neceffary  for  a  traveller  -,  neither  will 
1  repair  thy  cliffipated  iubdance,  nor  redore  thee  to 
thy  native  country,  only  upon  this  condition,  that 
before  thou  takeft  leave  of  us,  thou  wilt  draw  up  in 
particular  form,  and  commit  in  writing  an  exact  ac- 
count of  thy  condition  and  circumftances,  and  dcpo- 
fite  it  with  us  to  be  kept  as  a  lading  memorial.  This 
epillle  or  writing  mud  confift  of  words  that  fhall  be 
read  alternately,  fome  with  the  ufual  points^  others, 
thaf.  have  them  not,  -  The  impoiition  was  attended 
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with  fo  much  difficulty,  that  with  the  greateft  patience 
for  no  lefs  than  a  whole  year,  Iftudied  how  I  might 
accomplifh  it  ;  but  to  no  purpofe,  or  to  any  real  fa- 
tisfaction.    During  all  that  time  my  endeavour  was 
to  keep  my  thoughts  mtenfly  employed  ;  and  yet  in- 
ftead  of  vigilance,  I   found  I  was  affected  with  an. 
higher  degree  of  ftupor.  I  was  then  folicitous  to  have 
the  afliftance  of  fuch  as  were  efteemed  learned  and  ce- 
lebrated authors.  But  fo  far  from  receiving  fatisfacti- 
on  I  found  they  diicouraged  me,  by  the  contraction 
and  aufterity  of  their  faces,  and  turned  themfelves 
from  me,  as  not  willing,  if  it  had  been  in  their  power, 
to  help  me.    But  one  of  the  company  faid,  If  what 
thou  haft  alledged  in  thy  behalf  is  in  every  refpect 
confident  with  real  fact  and  truth  ;  by  fome  token 
or  other,  I  defire  thou  wilt  give  us  full  and  unexcep- 
tionable conviction.  To  this  he  replied  :  Thy  requeft 
to  me  is  fuch  that  I  am  as  ready   to  grant  it,  as  a 
fwift  horfe  is  to  purfue  his  courfe  when  the  rider  urges 
him  to  it.    Or  by  way  of  comparifon,  Thou  defireft 
a  river  would  overflow  it's  banks  to  water  the  earth, 
when  it  hath  already  fpread  itfelf  far  and  wide  to  re- 
frefh  the  barren,  thirfty  ground.  Thou  haft  committed 
the  trujl  to  one  who  knows  how  to  manage  it.    And 
given  the  province  to  him  who  will  govern  it  to  the 
beft  advantage.  From  a  very  deep  and  attentive  con- 
fideration,   (like  a  man  after  a  fatigue,  his  ftrength 
having  been  muchexhaufted)  he  recover  edhisfyirits,  and 
reduced  his  faculty  to  it's  ufual  copioufneis  :   faying, 
Prepare  thy  ink  and  other  proper  materials,  and  write 
as  I  dictate' to  thee. 

"  A  generous  difpofition  [may  the  divine  profpe- 
rity  accompany  thee !  ]  is  one  of  the  higheft  orna- 
ments we  can  attain  to.  But  as  to  a  narrow,  felfifh 
temper,  [may  fortune  caft  a  (hade  on  his  eyes,  who 
envies  thee  !  ]  nothing  is  more  inftrumental  in  debaf- 
ing  a  man's  character.  A  man  of  true  courage  is  a 
terror  to  his  enemy-,  and  hath  a  juft  reward  :  but  a 
coward  wh<j>  deceives  you,  is  like  a  fire-pan,  that,  take 
never  ib  much  pains,  gives  you  not  one  fpark  of  fire. 

An 
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.An  hofpitable  man,  one,  whofe  generofity  multitudes 
partake  of,  receives  you  with  pleaiure  whenever  you 
want  refrefhment :  but  a  covetous  churl  defrauds  you 
of  what  in  juftice  you  are  entitled  to  ;  and  like  a  bar- 
ren foil  •,  inftead  of  mewing  any  compaflion,  terrifies 
you  by  the  difappointment  of  finding  no  relief  in  your 
greateft  extremity.  He  who  difpenfes  his  favours  with 
eafe  and  chearfulnefs,  fupports  you  in  the  genteeleft 
manner.  But  a  man  of  a  morofe,  quarrelsome  temper, 
purfues  all  poffible  meafures  to  vex  and  difturb  you. 
A  bounteous  gift  to  a  perfon  in  diflrefs  alleviates  the 
circum fiances  of  his  mifery  :  but  he  who  turns  his 
back  on  your  complaints,  leaves  you  involved  in  trou- 
bles, which  like  fo  many  branches  of  trees  join  them- 
felves  to  each  other.  Gratitude  in  the  ftrongeft,  fm- 
cereft  terms  wi  flies  the-  happinefs  of  benefactors,  that 
divine  bleflings  may  attend  them,  and  deliver  them 
from  the  calamities  of  life :  and  even  a  covetous  man, 
mould  a  fpirit  of  bounty  rife  in  him,  merits  general 
commendation,  and  wames  away  the  ftains  of  his  for- 
mer fordid  difpofition.  A  man  of  a  candid,  ingenu- 
ous temper,  freely  acknowledges  the  kindnefs  of 
his  friend,  and  is  defirous,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power, 
of  making  fome  recompence.  He  who  refules  you  a 
good  office,  when  he  is  able  to  do  it,  brings  upon 
himfelf  ignominy  and  difgrace.  To  difregard  any 
thing  devoted  to  facred  purpofes  ;  or  to  violate  any 
duty  that  we  are  obliged  to  pay  to  a  wife,  a  family, 
an  acquaintance,  a  man  of  dignity  and  honour  •,  is 
an  inftance  how  much  we  err  from  the  rules  of  piety 
and  decorum  :  and  to  difappoint  fuch  as  have  raifed 
their  expectations  of  fuccefs  in  an  affair  of  importance, 
is  a  crime  of  an  heinous  nature.  No  one  is  of  a  tena- 
cious, fraudulent  difpofition,  without  difcovering  his 
want  of  judgement :  but  he  who  is  not  of  that  tem- 
per, treats  you  with  the  highefb  juftice.  A  man  who 
is  very  felicitous  in  heaping  treafure  upon  treafure,  de- 
ferves  the  character  both  of  a  mifer,  and  a  defpifer  of 
religion :  for  he  who  is  pious  and  good,  is  bounteous 
^and  liberal. 

H  When 
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When  in  points  of  difpute  thy  advice  is  required, 
let  it  determine  the  controverly.  And  where  fome, 
things  are  really  blameable,  let  thy  courteous  beha- 
viour connive  at  them.  If  a  poor  object  petitions 
thee  for  relief  with  a  cloudy,  dark  countenance,  do 
thou  look  U'pon  him  with  a  pleafmg  face,  and  enrich 
him  with  prefents.  Give  no  occafion  even  to  thy  ene- 
mies to  reproach  thee  •,  but  rather  to  commend  thee 
for  thy  civil  treatment.  Is  thy  family  diilinguifhed 
for  their  fteddinefs,  and  regular  conduct  ?  this  will 
be  a  means  of  repelling  the  infults  of  an  adverfary. 
A  man  in  an  honourable  ftation,  by  his  generofity 
raifes  to  himfelf  a  tower  of  glory.  Should  any  one  in 
diftrefs  implore  thy  aid  •,  fend  him  not  away  empty. 
Does  he  celebrate  thy  due  praife  -,  let  him  not  lofe  his 
reward.  Let  thy  generofity  refrefh  the  indigent  *,  and 
thy  plenteous/^uw  defcend  on  them.  So  far  from 
laying  any  reftraint  on  thy  bounty,  let  it  flow  in  full 
ftream,  like  milk  from  the  camel.  And  if  through 
parfimony,  thou  art  inclined  to  reject  a  necefiitous  ob- 
ject, fuffer  not  fuch  a  temper  to  prevail.  It  is  my 
earned  defire  that  thou  wouldeft  weigh  well  the  per- 
fon  who  places  his  hope  and  confidence  in  thee  :  he 
is  an  old  man,  in  the  decline  of  life.  What  fhall  I 
compare  him  to  ?  even  to  a  fluctuating  afternoon  ma- 
dow,  when  the  fun  is  haftening  to  go  down  to  his 
place.  And  what  is  worie,  he  hath  no  aid,  no  fupport 
to  depend  on.  His  intention  of  coming  to  thee,  was 
from  the  opinion  he  had  conceived  of  thy  goodnefs  : 
and  fo  forcible  this  intention  !  that  it  urged  him  with 
all  the  power  imaginable.  He  therefore  felected  the 
beft  and  choiceft  flowers  of  eloquence,  and  Icattered 
them  in  the  encomiums  he  hath  beftowed  on  thee.  To 
render  what  is  due  to  thee  he  thought  himfelf  in 
juflice  obliged.  But  as  to  thofe  things  for  which  he 
petitions,  they  are  of  fmail  confequence.  They  re- 
quire not  much  time  to  be  examined  ;  for  the  reafons 
why  they  call  for  thy  affectionate  benevolence,  why 
they  hope  for  grace  and  favour,  are  very  plain  and 
evident  Thus  did  he  not  only  praife  what  was  truly 

com- 
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commendable,  but  object  againft  what  was  blame- 
worthy.    And  no  wonder  that  his    commendation.1? 
were  admired,  and  received  with  applaufe  •,  and  his  ob- 
jections with  much  diftafte.  But  notwithftanding  this 
different  treatment,  a  confiderable  number  of  domei- 
tics  preffed  upon  him,  like  thofe  who  to  quench  tludr 
thirft,  prefs  upon  one  another,  driving  who  ihall  firfb 
drink  of  the  fpring  :    domeftics,  by    the   decline  of 
fortune  labouring  under  the  moft  piercing  difficulties; 
deflitute  and  naked  as  birds  that  have  no  feathers  on 
their  wings  j  all  involved  in  a  fqualid,  miferable  con- 
dition. But  as  to  himfelf,  the  flood  of  tears  thatiilued 
from  him,  was  fo  great  as  to  confirm  every  particular 
he  had  delivered  to  them.  His  confirmation  fo  ftrong, 
that  he  was  like  a  perlbn  at  once  deprived  of  his  fen- 
fes,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  feemed  not  only  a 
diffolution  of  mind,  but  of  the  body  likewiie.  So  tur- 
bulent his  cares,  that  they  enter  and  take  pofTefllon  of 
him  with  the  fame  eagernefs  that  weary  travellers  do 
of  an  inn  or  place  of  entertainment,  by  no  means  to 
be  diverted  or  excluded,  till  they  are  quite  refrejhcd* 
His  countenance  fo  pale,  as  to  exceed  the  common 
appearance  of  fuch  as  labour  under  long  ficknefs,  and 
are  even  at  the  point  of  death  :  or  fuch  as  meet  with 
unexpected  difappointments,  having  raifed.  their  hopes 
to  the  highefl  degree  of  fuccefs.   His  fortunes  being 
entirely  diflipated,  like  camels  without  a  keeper,  he 
wanders  from  place  to  place,  till  old  age  and  grey 
hairs  macerate  and  emaciate  him.    The  enemy  he 
contends  with  tears  to  pieces  his  character.    The  eafe 
and  tranquiluy  he  ufed  to  enjoy  is  taken  from  him, 
and  fent  into  banifhment.    But  notwithftanding  he  is 
deprived  of  fo  much  comfort,  his  defire  is  not  fo  in- 
tenfly  fixed  on  recovering  it,  as  to  fliake  his  conftan- 
cy,  or  provoke  any  perfon's  indignation  againft  him  : 
neither  are  his  thoughts  fo  corrupted,  as  to  want  fevere 
methods  to  reform  them.     When  any  one  hath  juft 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  hardfhips  he  undergoes,  he 
is  not  to  be  blamed.  And  no  eminently  diftinguifhed 
alliance  fhould  be  turned  to  hatred  or  difefteem.  But 
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fuffer  not  thy  high  ftation  to  violate  thofe  facredf 
rights  which  neceflarily  belong  to  it.  Do  not  there- 
fore fruftrate  bis  expectations  of  having  relief  from  his 
anxiety  by  a  liberal  and  chearful  donation.  Juft  rea- 
fon  then  he  will  have  to  fpread  thy  fame,  and  cele- 
brate thee  among  thofe  men  with  whom  he  mall  at 
any  time  converie.  My  fincereft  wifhes  are,  That 
thy  life  may  be  of  long  continuance  :  that  deflruftion 
of  every  kind  may  be  removed  far  from  thee  •,  that 
riches  may  increafe  fo  as  to  enable  thee  to  be  affec- 
tionate and  bounteous :  that  a  proper  remedy  may 
never  be  wanting  to  difpel  all  forrow  and  anxiety  : 
nor  a  true  friend,  to  folace  thee  when  thy  years  are 
advancing,  and  old  age  feizes  thee.  It  is  likewife  my 
earned  defire,  That  the  neceflary  conveniences  of  life 
may  never  fail  thee  :  that  thy  joys  may  be  youthful 
and  vigorous :  and  that  no  limits  may  be  fixed  to 
thy  generous  conduct  fo  long  as  the  rich  man's  hof- 
pitable  manfion  is  frequented  •,  or  the  repulfe  of  an 
inhuman,  fordid  wretch  is  dreaded.  And  with  this 
let  me  conclude. 

Having  finifhed  this  excellent  and  ufeful  difcourfe  v 
and  given  the  audience  a  very  fatisfactory  proof  to 
how  great  a  degree  he  was  mafter  of*,  polite  and  elo- 
quent ftyle ;  the  affembly  not  only  complimented  him 
with  their  higheft  praifes  ,  but  gave  ample  teftimony 
of  their  approbation  by  fafts  as  well  as  words :  for 
their  benevolence  and  generofity  to  him  was  fo  free 
and  affluent,  that  they  ftrove  which  of  them  mould 
be  moft  diflinguifhed.  After  this  they  defired  to  know 
from  what  branch  or  family  he  was  defcended  :  what 
the  particular  feat  or  place  of  his  habitation  ?  to  whicli 
he  replied  : 

In  line  dirett  from  Per/tan  family ', 
Gaffan  by  name,  of  royal  progeny, 
Pure  and  from  mixture  free  is  my  defcenty 
A  native  0/Serugium,  that  jujlly  boajls 
Of  ii's  unparalleled  antiquity. 
My-  family  of  bigbejl  dignity ! 
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Splendid  in  evry  branch,  like  to  the  fun, 

When  the  moft  beauteous  afpefts  he  aj/umes. 

A  feat  fo  pure,  fo  delicately  placed, 

As  to  be  guarded  from  infectious  air. 

By  nature  and  by  art  fo  well  contrivd* 

That  paradife  itfelf  cannot  excel. 

How  happy  was  the  time,  I  then  enjoy*  d! 

How  perfett  ev'ry  pleafure  of  my  life  ! 

With  what  complacency,  what  eafe  of  mind, 

Did  I  the  paths  of  'verdant  meadows  tread  ! 

In  all  my  projects  fur e  t-ofindfuccefs. 

fhofe  were  my  glorious,  my  triumphant  days, 

When  with  the  glitt'ring  ornaments  of  youth, 

Ijhone  in  brighteft  fplendour  -,  no  eclipfe ! 

And  fortune  fmil'd  with  all  her  beauteous  charms. 

Various,  'tis  true,  the  motions  jhe  purfues ! 

Her  fmiles  too  often  changed  to  angry  frowns ! 

And  fuch  events,  tho  ignominious, 

I  faw  without  concern,  or  anxious  thoughts. 

But  when  the  fcene  was  altered,  and  my  days 

Of  for  row  upon  for  row  far  advanced-, 

Such  was  tU  oppre/ive  load,  that  by  th*  excefs, 

If  any  one  was  ev9r  deprived  of  life  -, 

I  mujl  have  fall'n  a  facrifice  to  grief. 

Or  by  redemption  could  my  former  days 

Be  once  reftor'd,  my  heart's  moft  precious  bloody 

So  far  from  being  fpar'd,  Jhould  pay  the  price  * 

A  treasure  of  fuch  value  to  regain. 

for  as  to  death !  were  we  to  have  our  choice? 

More  eligible  Jure  for  man  to  die! 

^han  live,  a  troublefom,  uneafy  life, 

Like  beafts,  to  treatment  bafe  and  vile  exposed. 

Inftead  of  pow^r  their  motions  to  condutt, 

JDragg'd  by  a  brazen  ring  fix  d  to  the  nofe, 

yhey  're  forcd  /'  obey  their  cruel  leader's  voice^ 

Thro"  difficulties  tho9  of  the  hardeft  kind. 

Such  man's  condition,  when  in  deep  dijlrefs ! 

More  eligible  fur e  for  man  to  die, 

nan  live  to  fee  thofe  of  the  nobleft  rank? 

infulted  by  the  loweft,  meaneft  clafs 

H3  Of 
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Of  fucb  as  are  the  oljcfts  of  contempt. 
If  you  enquire,  to  what  mufi  we  impute 
Tbefe  feemingly  irregular  events  ? 
$0  fortunes  obftinacy  you  II  charge  tloe  crime. 
For  if  her  coriduft  was  not  fo  perverfe  ; 
If  all  our  days  were  dear  and  undifturtfd 
With  clouds  that  intercept  our  fidkjl  fight  \ 
The  inconveniencies  of  life  that  rife 
From  thofe  of  evil  genius,  would  remove. 
Were  all  her  motions  ft  eddity  ptrfued, 
And  all  her  favours  equally  difpers'd  ! 
How  fare,  how  even  ev'ry  ft  age  of  life  ! 
No  apprehenftons  of  a  fudden  change  ! 

He  then  proceeded  in  his  narrative  to  fpeak  of  the 
governor,  who  had  been  fo  vt ry  gem rcus  to  him  •,  and 
given  him  this  charge,  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  thofe  who 
would  take  him  under  their  protection  •,  and  bywhofe 
intereft  he  might  be  preferred  to  the  office  of  Diwan, 
public  regifter,  and  dictator  of  -public  epiflles.  But  in- 
ftead  of  applying  to  them  for  fuch  preferment,  he 
was  entirely  fatisfied  with  the  prefents  they  had  made 
him  •,  and  with  a  kind  of  noble  difdain  refufed  to  ac- 
cept of  the  employment  which  was  propofed  to  him. 
The  author  of  the  narrative  \Haririit/\  faid,  I  mud 
acknowledge  /  knew  very  welt  who  the  perfon  was 
\AbHZetit\  before  he  produced  fuch  fpecimens  of  his 
eloquence  ;  and  by  fome  intimations  had  in  a  man- 
ner (hewn  of  how  great  efteem  he  was  before  he  had 
4ijp!a}e£ttift\fi£fin  fo  mining  a  light :  but  by  the  mo- 
tion of  his  eye-lids  he  figmfied  to  me,  not  to  make  any 
difcovery  of  him.  He  then  left  the  company  loaded 
with '  their  bounteous  rewards  \  and  removed  like  a 
victorious  conqueror  with  his  rich  fpoils.  I  followed 
him  very  clofely,  paying  him  all  the  refpeft  and  ci- 
vility that  in  juftice  he  deferved.  But  I  could  not  help 
blaming  him  with  fome  paffion  for  refufing  the  office 
of  Ditvan.  He,  inftead  of  giving  me  a  direct  anfwer, 
turned  himfelf  fuddenly  with  a  facetious  fmile,  and 
--(I  the  following  verfcs  in  an  entertaining  mu- 
:jnc. 

fo 
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To  travel  diftant  countries, 
Tho*  poverty  diftrefs  me, 
Hath  always  been  my  option  ; 
Rather  than  be  fubfijled 
In.  one  fad  habitation, 
By  getfrous  contributions. 

II. 

For  by  a  long  experience, 
And  private  obfervatisn, 
fvefeen  th*  infulting  treatment '', 
Pve  heard  the  rough  exprejfions, 
Of  provinces  chief  rulers. 
How  grievous  their  exprejjlons  / 

III. 

So  partial  are  their  favours ! 
So  prejudiced  their  judgement ! 
<That  the  reward  they  give  you, 
Fruflrates  your  expectations. 
Like  thofe  who  form  a  building, 
But  leave  it  quite  unfiniftfd. 

IV. 

Permit  me  then  ?  advife  thee, 
Never  to  be  deluded 
With  fpecious^  vain  pretenfiom ; 
fhofe  treacheries  of  fortune ! 
Nor  to  attempt  explaining 
Obfcurities  myfteriousi 

V. 

for  ev'n  the  higbefi  pleafures, 
Whicb  take  fuch  ftrong  poffe/ion 
Of  all  our  thoughts,  when  dreaming ; 
Soon  as  thejlumber  ceafes, 
By  fuddenfear  and  terror 
Quite  difappear  and  vanifli. 
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MARAGENSIS. 


PAG.  107.  Maragenfts.  This  Affemlly  takes  it's 
name  from  Maraga,  a  city  in  Perfia,  one  of  the 
metropoles  of  Adferbeijani ;  remarkable  not  only  for 
it's  plenteous  produce,  pleafant  gardens,  &c.  but  for 
men  of  learning  and  great  genius's.  Vid.  Ind.  Geogr. 
annexed  to  the  life  of  Saladin,  by  Schultens.  There 
is  another  title  which  this  AflemUy  claims,  viz.  al~ 
chaifdo :  a  word  that  intimates  different  colours  •,  and 
applied  to  a  perfon  who  hath  one  eye  gray^  and  ano- 
ther black .  It  is  fo  called  becaufe  of  the  various  mat- 
ter of  it's  composition. 

Ib.  Accompli/bed  fcholars.  Arab.  Knights  of  thepen^ 
and  princes  of  eloquence  ;  including  both  orators  and 
poets,  endowed  with  a  peculiar  firmnefs  and  flrength 
of  mind. 

Ib.  Making  ext.  verfes :  Arab.  Compofing  with  great 
feadinefs  purt  poetry ;  or,  drawing  marrow  from  the 
bone. 

Ib.  A  new  way ;  Tarikatongdrron ;  a  way  diftinguijhed 
by  a  white  mark  :  applied  to  true  eloquence^  vyhich  in  the 
Arabic  phrafe  appears  with  a  candid,  fair  mark  on  her 
forehead.  The  character  of  a  faithful  Mahometan, 
is  defcribed  in  the  hiftory  of  27/»#r,  p.  3.  cbllo  agdr- 

Tin 
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rin  mohdggalin :  every  one  who  is  diftinguijhed  by  a  white 
mark  on  his  forehead  and  on  his  feet. 

Ib.  Differtation^  &c.  The  ftyle  of  the  Arabic  here, 
we  may  fay  with  Schultens^  is  very  bold :  for  the  dif- 
fer tation  not  attempted^  is  compared  to  a  virgin  not  de- 
floured.  But  it  is  in  frequent  ufe  with  Arabic  writers  ; 
the  comparifon  of  2  virgin  being  applied  to  any  noble 
fubject,  whea  the  flower  and  dignity  of  it  is  fuch  as 
hath  not  been  cropt,  or  treated  of  by  other  writers. 
<Thou  art  not  the  fir Jt  Author  of  this  oration:  literally, 
fhou  art  not  the  Mafler  of  this  oration's  virginity. 

Avia  Pieridum  peragro  locay  nullius  antt 
Tritafolo.     Lucretius. 

Vid.  Schultens  Not.  ad  Excerpt  a  ex  Ifpahanenfi.  p.  14. 

Ib.  Richefti  &c.  Arab.  Who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  hold  and  moderate  the  reins  of  eloquence. 

Ib.  Appear ',  &c.  Arab.  Like  fo  many  fcholars,  or 
clients  that  depend  on  the  inftruftions  of  their  maflers,  or 
the  advice  of  their  counfellors. 

Ib.  Sehban  Wajil.     Vid.  Not.  on  AJfemb.  V.  p.  97. 

Ib.  Behaved,  &c.  Arab.  Exceeded  their  bounds  fo 
as  to  be  carried  beyond  the  limits  of  their  courfe. 

Pag.  1 08.  Declare,  &c.  Arab.  Difperfe  from  their 
little  bajket  dates  both  good  and  bad. 

Ib.  With  filence,  &c.  Muchrdnbik.  A  proverbial 
expreflion,  lignifying  the  poflure  of  one,  who  as  oc- 
cafion  offers  is  ready  to  take  his  flight :  and  applied 
to  him  who  is  filently  contriving  fome  mifchief. 

Ib.  Stretch  out  his  arms :  Li-janbda.  A  word  ap- 
propriated to  a  ferpent  that  fixes  his  eyes  on  the 
ground,  with  an  intention  to  leap  fuddenly  on  his  prey  ; 
in  the  fame  fenfe  with  atraka :  by  which  Tadbbeta 
Sjerran  defcribes  an  artful,  mifchievous  man,  viz. 

When  on  the  ground  his  eyes  intenjly  fix. 
He  Jpreads  his  venom  like  the  morning  dew. 
Such  is  the  poflure  of  the  EafiUJk^ 
Dire  poifon  fcattering  in  every  place. 

Ib. 
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Ib.  Couching:  Rdbtdon.  A  word  correfponding 
with  that  in  the  Hebrew,  Gen.  xlix.  9.  "  Judah  is  a 
lion's  whelp :  from  the  prey,  my  fon,  thou  art  gone 
up.  He  ftooped  down,  rabatz,  he  couched  ?&  a  lion." 
There  is  a  peculiar  beauty  in  the  lame  expreffion  as 
applied  to  Cain,  Gen.  iv.  7.  "  If  thou  doft  not  well, 
SIN  robetx,  lieth  at  the  door."  i.  e.  Coucheth,  in  rea- 
dinefs,  as  it  were,  to  feize  thee  for  his  prey. 

Ib.  Left  offdifputing.  Arab.  When  they  had  emptied, 
their  qtrivers. 

Ib.  Tumult,  &C.  Arab.  When  tht  tempefts  were 
calmed. 

Ib.  Dead  writers.  Arab.  Putrefied,  rotten  bones. 

Ib.  Pure  learning :  Al-nakda :  Coin  not  adulterated. 
From  ndkada:  He  pierced  the  drachma,  i.  e.  He 
trkd  whether  it  was  made  of  good  metal. 

Ib.  Majiers :  Mawabtdhato:  A  Perfic  word,  ap- 
propriated to  the  chief  of  the  Magi. 

Ib.  Of  the  mojl  perfefi  fcience.  Arab.  Of  loafing 
and  binding. 

Ib.  Young  genius 's.  Arab.  New  fprings,  or  bubbles 
of  genius. 

Ib.  Prefent  generation.  The  Arabic  alludes  to  the 
bippodr&mus :  with  this  queftion,  viz.  Wherein  does 
the  horfe  of  the  age  of  two  years,  excel  that  of  Jive 
years  ?  A  proverbial  form  of  fpeaking,  applied  to  the 
different  talents  of  men  of  different  ages. 

Pag.  109.  Superior  to  vulgar,  &c.  Arab.  Clearer 
than  thofe  watering-places  where  cattle  go  to  drink,  and 
with  their  excrements  difturb  fo  as  that  nothing  appears 
but  mud  and  filth. 

Ib.  Sublime  and  elegant.  The  Arabic  here  refembles 
the  compofitions  of  the  Ancients  to  wild  beafis :  as  if 
they  were  loofe  and  irregular,  not  confined  to  any  cer- 
tain bounds :  and  which  the  authors  formed  not  from 
their  own  genius,  but  patched  together  fuch  collec- 
tions as  by  accident  they  could  meet  with. 

Ib.  A  real  and  juft  title.  Arab.  Compares  the  an- 
cient and  modern  writers  with  one  perfon  >  who  comes 
out  of  the  water,  and  another  who  is  but  juft  entered 

into 
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into  it :  and  that  the  latter  may  claim  as  much  merit 
as  the  former. 

Ib.  Jewama.     Vid.  Not.  on  Affemb.  V.  p.  104. 

Ib.  The -produce,  &c.  Arab.  When  be  digs  deep  for 
water,  inftead  of  finding  it,  he  dijcovers  a  vein  of  gold. 

Ib.  Principal^  &c.  Arab.  The  eye  of  eyes. 

Ib.  Solve,  &c.  Arab.  <T0  break  this  hardftone.  A 
proverb,  intimating  difficulties  of  the  mod  abftrufe 
kind. 

Pag.  no.  Worft  fyecies,  &c.  A  proverb,  applied 
to  the  ignorant,  and  men  of  learning. 

Ib.  Pebble  flones,  fmall :  Ktddaton :  large,  kadtdon. 
To  exprefs  the  approach  of  a  number  of  people,  the 
Arabs  fay,  They  come  kiddaton  wa-kadldon,  both 
fmall  and  great. 

Ib.  Have  been  rai fed,  &c.  Arab.  Have  placed  them- 
f elves  as  marks  for  darters. 

Ib.  Signalized  themfelves,  &c.  Arab.  By  experience 
raifed  nakdn,  the  duft :  a  word  referring  to  the  tumults 
of  war.  From  hence  the  Arab.  Poet : 

Should  you  in  battle  fafe  protection  feek? 
Friendly  reception  you  are  fure  to  find : 
Ev'n  thd*  \nakon~]  the  duft  of  death  rifesfo  high, 
That  thickeft  darkeft  clouds  condenfe  the  air. 

Weddachus  Ibn  Ifmael,  commending  the  bravery  of 
his  troops,  writes : 

But  in  the  f  eld  of  bat  tie  you  may  fee 
*The  bold- center. ding  horfes  cloth' d with  \nakon~\  duft: 
fheir  riders  like  fierce  demons  rage  andftorm 
For  fpoil,  which  they  in  bounteous  gifts  confume. 

Ib.  Confufion.  Arab.  Points  out  thofe  who  have 
never  fecn  an  engagement,  and  at  the  fight  of  it  would 
be  in  as  much  terror,  as  the  eye  is,  when  injured  by 
ftraw  or  duft  obftruciing  the  fight. 

Ib.  Every  man,  &c.  Arab.  "  Every  man  beft 
knows  the  mark  of  kidhko,  fagitttf  aleatorite,  his  ar~ 
row  of  chance.  A  proverb,  intimating,  Every  one  is 

beft 
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beft  acquainted  with  bis  own  condition."  One  of  the 
fuperftitions  of  the  Arabians  before  Mahomet^  was,  to 
inlcribe  particular  marks  on  arrows  •,  to  mix  them  to- 
gether, and  to  draw  them  out,  that  they  might  know 
what  good  or  bad  fortune  would  attend  them.  Vid. 
Pocock.  Not.  on  Abul  Faraj.  Specim.  Hift.  Arab.  p. 
328.  This  cuftom  of  divination  was  ftriclly  pro- 
hibited by  Mahomet.  Alcor.  ch.  v.  v.  4.  and  v.  99. 
Comp.  Ezek.  xxi.  2  c.  The  king  of  Babylon  (lood  at 
the  parting  of  the  way,  to  ufe  divination  :  be  made  his 
arrows  bright. 

Ib.  Difficult  points.  Arab.  The  night  willjoon  difap- 
ptar  by  the  approach  of  the  morning. 

Ib.  Satisfy  tbemfefoes,  &c.  Arab.  To  probe*  as  d 
furgeon  does  the  wound^  the  depth  of  his  inexbaufted  well. 

Fag.  Hi.  Open  the  brighteft  vein,  &c.  The  Arabic 
compares  the  means  ufed  to  find  out  what  was  true 
wit  and  judgement,  to  the  Lydian  ftone,  which  was 
applied  to  difcover  genuin  from  adulterated  gold. 

Ib.  Entrufted)  &c.  Arab.  They  invefted  him  with 
the  dignity  of  a  fponfor. 

Ib.  Cbawdrigi^  or  Karegites,  feparatijls.  The  prin- 
cipal leader  of  tfyefe  men  for  twenty  years,  was  Katri 
Temimenfts,  furnamed  Abu  Naama,  from  the  horfe  he 
ufed  to  ride  on  :  and  called  nadma,  becaufe,  in  fwift- 
nefs  he  exceeded  an  qftrich^  which  in  Arabic  is  Nad- 
'mah.  The  Karegites  revolted  and  made  an  infurrec- 
tion  againd  ////,  the  fourth  Caliph  from  Mahomet. 
Vid.  QcklefsHift.  Sarac.  vol.  2.  p.  50.  edit.  1757. 
They  were  reckoned  heretics,  maintaining  that  in 
this  world,  there  was  no  neceflity  of  a  fuperior  power, 
or  Imdm,  a  name  peculiar  to  Mahomet.  Vid.  Ab. 
Phar.  Hift,  Dyn.  p.  170.  Read  more  of  this  feftand 
their  tenets :  Sale's  Prelim.  Difc.  to  his  tranflation  of 
the  Cor  an.  p.  173. 

Ib.  More  numerous.  Arab.  More  weight  was  laid  on 
my  Jhou!ders.  One  of  light  fljouldtrs,  proverbially,  is, 
a  man  who  hath  neither  family  nor  riches. 

Ib.  My  fubftance  exhausted.  Arab.  My  fmall  rain  or 
dew  dried  up. 

R, 
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Ib.  Afupply.  Arab.  Refrejhing  the  fplendor  of  my 
countenance. 

Ib.  At  all  times.  Arab.  He  affifted  me  both  morning 
and  evening.  Vid.  Not.  AJf.  I.  on  Excurfion,  p.  1 1. 

Ib.  Chearful  reception,  &c.  The  Arabic  by  a  bold 
figure  compares  his  dcfire  of  returning,  to  riding  on  the 
back  of  alacrity. 

Ib.  Ufual  points,  &c.  What  our  Author  means,  is, 
that  the  words  to  be  ufed  in  that  epiftle  or  writing ,  muft 
alternately  be  iiich  as  are  marked  with  the  diacritical 
points,  and  with  others  not  fo  diftinguifhed.  For 
whofoever  is  acquainted  with  ti\t  Arabic  alphabet ,knows, 
that  there  are  fifteen  letters  with,  and  thirteen  without 
thofe  marks. 

Pag.  112.  Iftudied,  &c.  Arab.  /  cultivated,  or 
made  fuit  to  my  eloquence,  fo  as  to  bring  it  to  maturity  y 
but  received  not  the  leaft  anfwer. 

Ib.  My  thoughts,  &c.  Arab.  I  kept  my  genius  awake. 

Ib.  A  river  would  overflow,  &c.  Proverbially  ufed 
when  we  afk  a  favour,  and  there  is  no  neceffity  for 
afldng  it. 

Ib.  Committed  the  truft,  &c.  Proverbially,  Thou 
haft  given  the  bow  to  him  who  knows  how  to  polifli  it : 
intimating,  that  an  eloquent  man  is  bed  qualified  to 
fpeak  in  public. 

Ib.  Given  the  province,  &c.  A  proverb  of  the  fame 
kind  :  Arab.  Thou  haft  given  the  houfe  to  it's  builder. 

Ib.  Recovered  his  fpirits.  Arab.  Meditated  even  till 
his  fpring  (exhaufted)  recovered  it's  vein,  i.  e.  his  pater- 
nal genius. 

Ib.  Reduced*  &c.  Arab.  Recalled  his  milch-camel  to 
her  ufual  dif charge  of  milk.  In  commendation  of  an 
eloquent  man,  the  Arabians  fay,  How  plenteous  is  the 
flow  of  his  milk  ! 

Pag.  113.  With  eafe,  &c.  Arab.  Smoothly,  and 
without  knots. 

Ib.  Supports  you,  &c.  Arab.  Feeds,  or  fupplies  the 
mouth  with  nourijhment. 

Ib.  Quarrelfom.  Arab.  Hurts  your  eye  with  aftraw, 

or  mote.     Straws  in' the  eye,  figuratively  exprefs  vexa- 

6  tion 
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tion,  and  pain.  For  inftance  :  My  poverty  gave  him 
as  much  pain  as  if  ajlraw  was  in  his  eye.  A  man  of 
courage  can  not  bear  a  fir  aw  in  his  eye  :  i.  e.  He  is 
never  eafy  till  he  hath  avenged  himfelf  of  his  adverfary. 
He  Jhuts  both  his  eyes,  having  fir  aw  s  in  his  eye-lids: 
i.  e.  He  labours  under  great  difficulties.  'They  raifed 
mine  eye  to  if  s  fight,  after  I  had  contracted  the  eye-  lids 
by  the  burning  pain  of  the  fir  'aw  :  i.  c.  Vbey  refrejhed 
me  after  my  great  afflictions.  To  the  fame  purpofe, 
A  generous  man,  if  your  eye  is  injured  by  a  fir  aw,  re- 
'moves  the  blemijh  fo  as  that  it  cannot  be  feen.  A  fir  aw 
in  the  eye,  is  by  the  Arabians  applied  in  the  fame  fenfe 
with  that  which  our  Saviour,  Mat.  vii.  objected  to  the 
Jews.  Thus  the  Arab.  Poet  writes  : 

Fix9  d  in  tfhine  eye  is  evidently  feen 
Atranfverfe  beam,  tb'  impediment  rf  fight  : 
And  yet  to  thy  obfervance  it  is  ftrange, 
lhat  Mine's  obflrucled  by  the  fmalkfi  firaw. 

Ib.  Raifed  their  expectations,  &c.  Arab.  Sons  of  hope. 

Ib.  Bounteous,  &c.  Arab.  Does  not  contra  ft  the  hol- 
low of  his  hand.  Contrasting  and  opening  the  hand, 
being  oppofite  terms  to  covetoufnefs  and  liberality. 
Thus  the  Poet  Zohair  fpeaks  in  praife  of  a  generous 
man  : 


So  ufed  to  fir  etch  and  open  "Me  his  hand, 
lhat  to  contract  it,  "'twas  in  vain  to  ftrive  : 
Tor  etfry  finger  fir  ong  refiflance  made. 

Vid.  verf.  8.  Carm. 


Pag.  114.  Look  upon,  &c.  Arab.  Let  thy  moonjhine 
upon  him. 

Ib.  Repelling,  &c.  Arab.  A  Jharp  fword  will 
dcfiroy  them,  i.  e.  in  the  Eaftern  ftyle,  Steddlnefs  in  a 
family  refifts  hoflilities  :  but  if  the  edge  of  the  fword  is 
blunt,  i.  e.  If  the  family  is  at  variance  with  one  ano- 
'thcr,  there  arifes  great  confufion. 

Ib, 


. 
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Ib.  Raifes,  &c.  Arab.  Honour  builds,  i.  e.  A  good 
character  riles  by  degrees  like  a  (lately  edifice.  Thus 
the  Poet  Labidius : 

The  building  which  our  Anceftors  contrived. 
Was  form  d  with  fitch  fuperior  eminence  -, 
That  now  their  progeny,  both  old  and  young, 
To  mount  the  bigbeft  fummit  are  prepaid. 

Ib.  Empty.  Arab.  Let  him  gather  thy  fruit ;•  A  very 
rich  man  by  the  Orientals  is  frequently  compared  to 
a  tree  loaded  with  fruit. 

Ib.  Showers.  Arab.  Let  thy  heavens,  or  thy  Jky  fend 
forth  rain,  i.  e.  Pour  down  thy  favours  on  fuch  as  de- 
fer ve  them. 

Ib.  Urged  him,  &c-  Arab.  His  eager  defire  leaped. 
Expreffing  both  the  inward  impulfe  of  his  heart,  and 
the  outward  motion  of  his  body. 

Pag.  115.  No  feathers,  and  large  plumes,  are  ap- 
plied by  the  Arabians  to  poverty  and  riches. 

Ib.  Cares  refrejhed.  It  is  ufual  with  the  Arabian 
Writers  to  compare  anxieties  and  troubles  with  travel- 
lers much  fatigued,  and  making  as  it  were  a  forcible 
entrance  into  Ibme  place  of  common  reception  :  fuch 
were  their  caravanferas,  built  for  the  refreshment  of 
ftr angers.  Thus  the  Poet  Mold c bus  : 

When  care  approaches,  like  a  travelling  gueft, 
Free  entertainment  Jhe  is  fur  e  to  find. 
With  vigour  ftrong,  and  with  undaunted  mind 
I  bear  the  pain,  tbo  piercing  as  a  fword* 

To  the  fame  purpofe  Ommia ': 

I  feed  the  watchful  bo  ft  of  all  my  cares, 
Let  them  attack  me  with  their  utmoft  ftrength ! 
Secure  as  if  on  camel's  ftr angeft  back, 
Tedious  and  dangrousjournies  Ipurfue* 

Ib.  Old  age,  grey  hairs,  &c.  Thus  the  Poet  Ommia 
defences  family  misfortunes : 
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Juft  as  the  Heir  with  long  impatience  waits 

To  feize  th*  inheritance  of  his  father's  wealth: 

So  by  the  fame  hereditary  right, 

The  mif cries  of  fortune  I  poffefs. 

Thefe  make  me  old  and  grey  before  the  time, 

Confume  my  body,  and  reduce  my  Jlrength. 

Ib.  Tears  to  pieces.  Arab.  Fixes  his  tooth :  To  bite 
and  devour  him.  The  tooth  is  applied  to  anyone 
who  has  it  in  his  power  to  injure  you.  So  our  Au- 
thor, Affemb.  21. 

Thus  the  vicijjitudes  of  fortune  you'll  prevent, 

And  with  fecurity  defend  y our f elf 

From  her  diftorted  nail,  and  crooked  tooth. 

Again,    Collett.  Hudel. 
No  fmall  calamity  from  me  expeft, 
Thou' It  feel  the  bite  from  it's  diftorted  tooth. 

Ib.  noughts  corrupted.  The  Arabic  is  a  proverbial 
form,  viz.  His  wood  is  not  corrupted  fo  as  to  be  de- 
ftrcyed.  By  wood  the  Arabians  fignify  both  the  in- 
ward and  'outward  condition  of  man.  Thus  our  Au- 
thor, Affemb.  21. 

Tho*  fortune  prefsd  me  hard,  my  wood  remains 
Firm  with  it's-  bark,  not  yielding  to  herjlroke. 

Affemb.  20.  Speaking  of  one  in  great  diftrefs,  he 
writes  : 

The  vigour  he  poffefs'd,  his  wood  robuft, 
To  fpoil  and  weaken,  Fortune  never  ceas'd. 

Affemb.  30.  Intimating  the  mifery  of  family- mif* 
fortunes : 

Misfortunes  various  in  their  kind 
My  building,  tho*  of  ftone,  attack* dj 
The  fplendid  architecture *s  fpoil' d  : 
The  whole  foundation  much  decay9 d. 
They've  broke  my  wood  •,  but  wo  to  him, 
Whofe  branches  by  misfortunes  fall. 

Ib. 
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Ib.  Anyone,  &c.  Literally,  The  breajl  that  dif charges 
it's  obftruction,  is  not  to  be  blamed:  alluding  to  a  pro- 
verb, viz.  It  is  not  pojfible  for  a  dif ordered  breajl  to  a- 
•void  {pitting  \  fignifying,  That  he  who  labours  under 
advcrfity,  may  be  iurfered  to  complain. 

Pag.  1 1 6.  Do  not  fruftrate  his  expectations,  Arab, 
Make  his  hope  white.  A  black  and  a  white  countenance^ 
in  the  Arab,  ftyle,  are  a  dejefted  and  chearful  one. 

Ib.  Mafter  of,  &c.  J^rab.  How  firenuous  he  was  in 
the  conteft  of  eloquence* 

Ib.  Serugium.  Vid.  Not.  AJfcmb.  I.  p,  17. 

Pag.  117.  Iread  the  paths,  &c.  Arab.  Draw  the 
train  of  my  long  fplendid  robe. 

Ib.  Glittering  ornaments.  Arab.  I  prided  myjelf  in. 
the  garment  of  youth :  The  fiourifhing  ftate  of  which 
is  compared  to  a  fplendid  robe,  wrought  with  much 
art  and  fkill.  A  robe  or  garment  is  a  word  which  the 
Arabians  apply  to  life.  Thus,  He  took  away  his 
garment  of  life :  i.e.  He  deprived  him  of  life.  From 
hence  the  Poet  in  Plamafa : 

What !  tho*  he  wears  the  robe  of  life  prolonged ; 
Tet  "'tis  not  worth  the  name  of  honour's  robe. 
The  f oft  eft  youth  that  glitters  to  the  eye^ 
Will  foon  be  fpoird  of  all  his  Jhining  drefs ; 
Likejlender  reed  exposed  to  etfry  blaft : 
Verdant  to-day^  to-morrow  quite  decayed. 


The  fofteft  youth  :    Arab.    The  brother  of  ^j.,.^. 

Ib.  Nobleft  rank.  Arab.  Beafts,  particularly  lions* 
of  the  moft  generous  breed. 

Ib.  Meaneft  clafs.  Arab.  Hyenas. 

Pag.  1 1 8.  Very  generous.  Arab.  Had  filled  his  mouth 
with  jewels.  Comp.  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  10.  Open  thy  mouth 
wide,  and  I  will  f Hit. 

Ib.  /  knew,  &c.  Arab.  /  knew  of  what  kind  of 
wood  his  tree  conjifted  before  it's  fruit  was  ripe. 

Ib.  Difplay'd,  &c.  Arab.  Before  his  moon  hadJLcne 
with  fuch  fplendor. 

Ib.  Not  to  make,  &c.  Arab.  Not  to  draw  the  fkr.rp 
fword  from  it's /heath. 

I  Ib. 
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lb.  Bounteous  rewards.  Arab.  With  his  doak-bag 
full  and  fwtlling. 

Pag.  119.  ^Partial  favours.  Arab.  They  do  not  rightly 
ft)  or  adjujl  favours,  fo  as  to  make  them  proper  and 
acceptable  to  the  perfon  who  receives  them.  The  ori- 
ginal literally  compares  fuch  favours  no  butter,  or  any 
other  ingredient  which  ufed  to  be  put  into  leathern 
bottles  -,  which  ingredients  perifhed,  and  came  to 
nothing  if  the  bottles  were  not  well  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them.  Comp.  Mat.  ix.  17. 

Ib.  Deluded ^  &c.  Arab.  Be  not  deceived  with  a  me- 
ridian jlinmg  vapour :  which  by  reflexion  of  the  rays 
of  the  fun  appears  in  the  fields  and  fands  a  dream  of 
water,  but  really  is  not. 
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RABIAN    PROVERBS 
IN  THE  SIX  ASSEMBLIES. 

rO  U  may  bear  Moaid,  but  not  lock  on  him 
Let  both  thy  hands  be  fill W 'with  dujl     - 
Heforfakes  not  his  father  either  morning  or  evening 

His  Scorpions  creep  •  '  •  

Let  his  hands  be  cut  off 

Ht  laid  bis  dufl • 

He  rides  his  own  head 

More  cunning  than  the  fox 

I  took  the  'wild  beaft  male  and  female 

My  Jhoulder-blade  trembled      

He  defcended  into  the  watering  place 

Aflembly  the  Second. 

He  put  on  the  turban     •  •  '  30 

To  borrow  fire  ;   or,  kindle  one's  fire  in  hafte • —  31 

Moiftenedwitb  a  large  Jhower  of  rain,  and  the  dew  drijingfrom  it    ib. ' 

To  Jhake  the  earth  with  one's  foot  3  2 

They  are  my  inward  garment         •  •  ib. 

He  changes  like  the  chameleon     : —    —  • ib. 

Powerful  in  cheek in  language     3  3 

Sweet  in  his  watering  •   -     •  •  •»•—         twit 

Til!  the  land-crocodile  defcends     •    ••  ib. 

To  hang  on  the  borders  'of  his  garment,  or,  to  flick  clofe  to  the  loofe 

God  blefs  your  countenance  !  •  .  • ib. 

The  cup  offtnfe  is  mingled  for  him  •       ib. 

For  want  of  a  bone  to  gnaw  he,  bid.farewel     34 

His  jlandard  is  white, -cr,  black.  —  //  vibrates ib. 

To  put  the  headjlall  of  bujinefs  into  his  hand     -.  .  • 3  5 

How  large  -trisjfow  'of  milk  !     • •      ,   -1- ib. 

To  blow  when  there  is  no  fuel  fur  fire  ——  36 

Tbz  right  hzind  of  God  !       •  37 

To  cat  thefiejhofa  dead  broiler  • ib. 

To  know  genuine  metal  —  melt  it  down         ib, 

To  be  clothed  with  the  garment  of  his  own  work ib. 

To  wear  a  light  garment  — •  A.  loojc  or  narrow  one  •  3  8 

To  weave  from  antther  man's  beam    • • ib. 

His  vein  is  frozen — •  •  ib. 

To  rain  jewels  from  Narcij/us's.      To  rxoiften  the  rofe ib. 

To  bite  the  graphs  with  hail      • •  ib. 

Luminaries  of  war  extinguijhed •  39 

Their  lightning  jhined to  night -travellers •  ib. 

Jewels  from  btr  fweet-fmdling  feal  •    •  -•     -     •  ib. 

They  made h'a  iarkfhine       — «— »• — — —  ib. 

I  z  TK 
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The  barren  cloud  thunders                  •     •                           Not.  pag.  40 
Sodus  of  a  ctuntry,  &C.  &C.  &C.    •••     •          41 

A/Tembly  the  Third. 

The  cord,  or,  thread  is  broken     •                    -  *            5  5 

May  your  morning  compotation  be  quite  agreeable  !  —                       go 

Howjpatious  their  fpring-manfton  !       — -  — — 57 

S&od,  but  not  withjkoes.  —  Nourijhed,  but  not  --with  nour foment  —  i& 

He  dwel/s  in  valleys ___———  • ^  g 

To  tread  on  the  tragacantha  >    •  •    •  •               — •— —  ib. 

Brother  of  war  :  —  of  fufpicion,  &c.    •  •  '     •       ib. 

His  fan  refembles-  thefuH  moon's  •  •  •  • ••  5  9 

Generous  afiions  frojn  generous  parents   •  •  •  *  60 

The  wife  man  regards  the  end  •    ••    " —  —  ib. 

The  Jield-moufe  came  out  of  his  hole              ••  •  -  61 

A  crafty  man  is  not  to  be  taken  at  one  hole      •  •  •*       "              ib. 

The  mcle  wandered  from  its  burrow    — — • •  ib. 

¥0  mount  or  climb  up  to  any  aflion     •  •                io» 

May  God  cut  off' thine  hand !  >  •   •          •       •  • ib. 

The- date  breaks  through  the  cortex  •••  •  ib. 

The  refuge  of  God !  — 63 

^Thro^i^  him  Jown  from  the  mountain          •  — to* 

The  condition  is  of  'weightier  moment         ——  •••  • -ib- 

He  fwj'akes  utt  his  father  tnorning  or  evening     •  •            64 

Knock  at  the  gate  : • ib. 

I'D  throw  the  rein  over  one's  back 

Aflembly  the  Fourth. 

There  was  nothing  but  difcord  and  confafion  • 

He  broke  the  ft  off":  —  ofdij/enjion  —  of  the  Mofelmen 

He  fucked  the  breafts  of  learning,  &c.        

Like  the  teeth  of  a  comb.  —  Like  the  teeth  of  an  afs 
The  heifer  fteals  her  lowing. — He  'wrote  aftolen  difcourfe 
The  night  was  in  its  youth  — — 

The  black  crtw          — — —  • 

Tinfturcd  in  the  extremities  of  her  fingers      — — 
He  gave  me  hot  water  to  drink     •  —• 

To  thefecond  rider  I  give  the  heft  entertainment  

Only  duft  ;  nofatisfaflion  • 

He  ftoppcd  my  gap :  — The  breaking  of  my  back-bone  :  — My  gapeing  80 

His  vffftt  leffened    ib. 

We  Jhould  cut  thejhoe  according  to  it's  model.  —  Our  feet  are  in  their 

7/7  I'uild  upon  another  man's  foundation.  — Meafure  for  meafure  —  81 

This  dayfuffers  damage  more  than  it's  mother     82 

Gather  what  thou  haft  planted:  or,  reap  what  thou  haftfown   —  ib. 

Tbo*  circumvented,  yet  he  ft r ikes  hands         

To  rife — r.it  as  the  morning-crow : — Couragivits — not  as  Alexander  I* ', 
Itlaced  them  on  my  feat     •  —  ••  • ib. 

their  fruitful  trees  over  them          -, 'b. 

a  verdant  herb  ;  within  a  mere  dung- hi II  •  «   •  84 

Aflcmbly 
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Aflembly  the  Fifth. 
He  draws  the  cloak  of  oblivion  over  Sehban  himfelf —  Not.  pag.  97 

He  wears  the  robe  of  eloquence 

He  is  the  brother  of  travel  •  —  98 

His  eye  makes  the  difcovery  — ik. 

To  roll  a  queftion  about  the  tongue     — — 

To  be  frequently  fating,  binders  one's  eating   — — - 

The  beftf  upper  is  by  day-light  

He  does,  or,  ht  dots  not  dart  from  the  bow  of  faith     — 

He  is  ftraight  —  or  crooked  in  bis  hands  or  fingers     —~ 

Love,  when  folded,  continues  longer  than  when  expanded 

Mypurfe  refembles  the  heart  of  Mofes's  mother  • 

As  the  pur -blind  camel  beats  the  ground  "     - 

I  gave  the  bow  to  its  hewer  • 

The  nofe  ofthefunfneefed  to  me  •     , 

He  danced  the  dance  of  a  doe  •• ••  r— 

I  joined  my  wing  to  his  wing         —  

He  moves  towards  him  with  a  rigbt  foot         — — 
Such  an  one  is  fure  footed  -  '     • 

He  aims  at  the  profpeft  of  water  • 

He  fixed  on  my  heart  fierce  burning  coals       — — 

Aflembly  the  Sixth. 

Knights  of  the  pen             — -  I2O 

He  bath  a  white  mark  on  his  forehead y  and  feet     -•— —  •     •  <    121 

A  dijjertation  not  attempted             ,  —    ib. 

With  filence  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  ground                 •«  — —    ib. 

The  younger  horfe  outruns  the  older                   •  •  •  •    122 

Who  will  undertake  to  break  this  hard  ft  one  ?     — —  —  1 23 

Pebble  ft  ones  come  fmall  and  great              —  •    ib. 

Every  one  knows  the  mark  of  his  arrow  ••  ib. 

He  is  a  man  of  light  Jhoulders                   — —  1 24 

He  affifted  me  both  morning  and  evening.  Vid.  Not.  p.  1 1 .    —  125 

Thou  defireft  water  from  an  overflowing  river     —  — —    ib. 
Thou  haft  given  the  bow  to  one  who  knows  bow  to  polifb  it  —    ib. 

the  houfe  to  its  builder                     • •            ib. 

How  plenteous  the  ftow  of  bis  milk  !              — • —  — —     ib. 

He  hath  a  ft  raw  in  his  eye             — —              — —  -     •   •  1 26 

His  wood  is  net  corrupted  fo  as  to  be  deftroyed    — —          -  128 

A  dif ordered  breaft  can  not  avoid  fpitting        —  — -  1 29 
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